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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  November 4, 2021 
     

DATE:  October 21, 2021 
 

TO:   Newtonville Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newtonville Historic District Commission (Newtonville 
HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be 
useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newtonville HDC. Additional information may be presented at the 
meeting that the Newtonville HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 

Dear Newtonville HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have received in 
your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

 
40 Foster Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1909 English Revival/Shingle style house was designed and built by Theodore C. Nickerson 
and rented to several tenants. Nickerson also built 21 and 34 Foster Street. The first tenant was James H. Rand who owned 
a banking supply business in Boston. Rand lived in the house with his wife Mary, two sons, two daughters and two servants. 
William Crane was the tenant in 1915; he worked as a builder in Cambridge. Sometime around 1917, the Central 
Congregational Church purchased the property and it served as their parsonage from 1921 into the 1940s. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants to replace the existing wood gutters with fiberglass gutters that have a historic 
profile. The owner has included addresses and photos of projects in Newton that have the same gutter installation. The 
Auburndale and Newton Upper Falls historic district commissions have approved similar projects. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Product information 
Newton addresses with the same gutter installation 
MHC Form B 
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Administrative discussion: 
Minutes: The September draft meeting minutes are included for your review. 

Fiberglass gutter projects: Discuss if replacement of wood or aluminum gutters with fiberglass gutters that have a historic 
profile can be administratively approved. The Auburndale and Newton Upper Falls historic district commissions have 
approved several projects where wood or aluminum gutters were replaced with the historic-looking fiberglass gutters. 
After determining that the final as-built projects were appropriate, the commissions moved to grant staff the option to 
administratively approve future replacement projects. 


