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Meeting Location: Online via Zoom 
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 Attendees: 

• NAC Members:  Peter Bruce (President), Susan Reisler, Kartikey Trivedi (Vice President) r, Carolyn 

Jacoby Gabbay (Secretary), Martina Jackson (late arrival), Jessica Aker Archer (late arrival), Pamela 

Shufro  

• Approximately 6 members of the public   

President Peter Bruce called the meeting to order and confirmed the presence of a quorum.  

1.  Burning issues - open for the community to raise issues: 

a) Appreciating the work of David Porat in cleaning Newtonville Square’s benches. 

b) Rats and development  

c) Other 

 

1a. Mr. Porat’s volunteer work:  Susan and Pam explained that Mr. David Porat, who has been refurbishing 

fire hydrants around the city as a matter of volunteer civic service, on his own initiative and with great effort 

also undertook to clean the Newtonville Walnut Street benches (from gum, food stains, etc.), removed the 

graffiti and re-varnished them.  Susan will follow up with NNHS Principal to address possible misbehavior of 

the students and encourage positive community service engagement by students to keep the area free of 

trash generated by students and others. As care of this area of Newtonville is a matter of municipal 

responsibility, the City also needs a plan to keep the area clean, frequently empty and clean the trash bins, 

etc., so the newly enhanced area lives up to its potential. 

 

Carolyn moved and Kartikey seconded and it was unanimously: 

 

VOTED: To charge Pam, Martina and Susan with preparing and sending (a) a letter of appreciation to 

Mr. Porat on behalf of the NAC with a $50 gift certificate to a local restaurant or grocery store of 

their choice as a token of appreciation, with copies to the Mayor, City Council, Newton Tab and 

Patch, and (b) a letter to the NHHS Principal requesting student civic engagement in care of the area.  

   

1b. Rats and Development:  Bobby Corrigan, a PhD rodentologist and rodent control professional, 

participated in a Zoom meeting on September 8th, hosted by former Alderperson and current Mayoral 

candidate Amy Mah Sangiolo.  His advice was that citizens should form a community group (such as “Rat-Free 

Newton”) to educate citizens on what to do to control the rat population and push City government to be 

more proactive, more responsive to citizen concerns, and to do wide-ranging environmental surveys of the 

areas being developed using a 500-foot radius for the area.  Those surveys should be at ground level, 

subterranean and above ground, as well as of sewers to assess the rat population.  He advised that 

homeowners should not keep clutter in their yards and should use heavy duty trash barrels which they clean 
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weekly with disinfectant.  It was noted that one family home near the Sunrise development project were 

inundated with rats because of the large construction dirt pile. They stopped growing a vegetable garden and 

removed their birdfeeders and were careful to police their property, but they still ended up with 

approximately 100 rats under their deck.  

 

 Dr. Corrigan noted that construction disrupts rat habitats, rather than creating the rats, and that municipal 

rodent mitigation plans are generally not adequately enforced.  Martina noted that Foster Street residents 

had a rat issue as a result of the TRIO development project and that the City’s response was poor (blaming 

climate change and carelessness by residents).  She noted that TRIO stepped up and has been working with 

the Foster Street residents.  The three Ward 1 City Councilors have docketed an item regarding Newton’s rat 

issue.  Jessica noted the potential adverse ecosystem effects of various mitigation approaches, including 

poisons.  Kartikey noted that while this is a Citywide issue, the North side of the City is disproportionately 

impacted because a lot of development has been concentrated on the North side and he emphasized the 

need for immediate action.   

 

ACTION ITEM: It was agreed that this topic should be on the October meeting’s agenda and that the 

Mayor and Public Health Department, as well as the Wards 1, 2 & 3 City Councilors, invited to explain 

the City’s mitigation plans. 

 

1.c. Other:  Peter noted that, per the request of the Newton League of Women Voters, he will circulate 

information about their recent Mayoral Preliminary Election Candidates Forum.  Also, since the City 

apparently has not yet decided whether to send Area Council ballots to mail-in and absentee voters, Carolyn 

moved and Martina seconded and it was unanimously 

 

VOTED:  To send a letter to the City on behalf of the NAC, and alert other Area Councils, to the need 

to send Area Council ballots to mail-in and absentee voters so that they are not disenfranchised if 

they are unable or unwilling to vote in person.   

 

ACTION ITEM: Carolyn to draft a letter for Peter to send on behalf of the NAC on the ballot. 

 

2.  Village Day update 

Martina summarized that the planning for the upcoming Newtonville Village Day (scheduled for September 

26th and for which outreach advertising has begun) has been proceeding well under Dana D’Agostino’s 

leadership and that the event is expected to produce a financial surplus significantly greater than in prior 

years.  She noted that additional volunteers for set up/breakdown and event activities are needed. She also 

highlighted the COVID precautions being taken (i.e., distancing markers, hand sanitizer, making masks 

available, etc.) and that the event will be held consistent with CDC guidance and City rules, noting that Dr. 

Ashish Jha (Brown School of Medicine and Newton resident) feels that if people are masked, socially 

distancing, not clustering, and care is taken with regard to children, the event should be reasonably safe.  A 

final a decision on proceeding or postponing will be made closer to the event date, as previously approved by 

the NAC.  It was noted that the concert series that the NAC declined to sponsor would be held in a more 

confined space with fewer controls on COVID-conscious protocols.  Jessica complemented the working group 

on its efforts. 

3. Zoning Redesign: Village center rezoning 

a) Where planners and engagement specialists are: winding down the input phase.  
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b) Report on Seniors Focus Group 

c) Discussing the future of our Village Center: findings and recommendations  

d) Can we agree on propositions, as the NAC, as to what should be done for Newtonville Center, 

 including how the center is defined?  

e) What do we want to see in the redesigned project at the old CVS site?  

f) Doing our own Vision Kits and hosting Vision Kit tours for others 

  

3.a-e Village Center Zoning:  It was noted that the current public input effort by the City Planning 

Department is winding down and October 3rd is the deadline for submitting Vision Kits.  Today’s Senior 

Citizens’ Focus Group included breakout groups and Peter summarized the discussion in his group as having 

been critical of the process, including as to making assumptions made about residents’ desires and under-

representation of homeowners who are not seniors or members of special interest groups. 

 

Carolyn asked that the former site of the CVS store be in the agenda of the next NAC meeting because this 

project, together with the Senior Center/NewCAL project will largely define the future of Newtonville’s village 

center even before the current Village Centers Zoning Redesign Project is completed.  She also noted that, 

while the property owner has been working with the Masons, the last NAC meeting made it clear that input 

from neighbors is needed before the project becomes a fait accompli.  It was also noted that a public hearing 

on the project has been scheduled for later in September and public participation was encouraged.  Jessica 

commented that housing affordability, in addition to compatibility with the architecturally significant 

Masonic Building needs to be a consideration. Peter noted that the 5-story proposal does not adhere to the 

current zoning or the Washington Street Vision Plan and the results of the NAC’s survey and that the 

upcoming City elections might be a barometer of public opinion on development planning and current 

trends.  Jessica suggested that it might be timely to refresh that survey in the next NAC term.  Comments 

were also made to the effect that Newtonville Avenue provides a significant amount of naturally affordable 

multi-unit housing. 

 

ACTION ITEM: In addition to putting this topic on the next agenda, people are invited to send 

suggestions to Peter and Kartikey. 

 

3.f. Vision Kits:  It was noted that Councilor Norton’s newsletter that she, Councilor Albright and Lucas would 

be hosting community participation in a Vison Kit exercise in Newtonville on Sunday, September 12th at 11 

AM at Café Nero.  Martina suggested a group outing to complete a Vison Kit and Jessica volunteered to host a 

virtual Vision Kit exercise.   

 

Community member Helen Nayar expressed concerns about Newtonville’s village center having already been 

defined by 28 Austin Street and Trio, as well as what will be built at the former CVS site, and Newtonville’s 

village center becoming an architectural “mishmash”. She also expressed disappointment at the decision to 

tear down the building currently housing the Senior Center, which she viewed as an architectural and historic 

loss. And she commented on the NAC’s having been excluded from the City’s planning and decision-making 

process for Walnut Street and the village center area. 

 

Community member Naomi Myrvaagnes expressed concern about the “the domino effect” of the 

development activity at the former CVS site and Senior Center/NewCAL and their impact on congestions.  She 

characterized the situation as an unfeasible urban planning scenario.   
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Kartikey agree with Ms. Nayar and that events have progressed beyond the point where the NAC, even 

though it is an elected body, can have much impact since it has no ultimate decision-making power/vote.  He 

noted that while there are three City  Councilors to advocate for the Newtonville area, the other 21 

Councilors, many with no associated with this area, are defining the destiny of the people living here and the 

NAC has no “say”.  He thought a structural governance change should be in order whereby each applicable 

Area Council should have a vote on ordinances  that impact their respective districts.   

 

Peter speculated that things might change in the City Council following the upcoming election and said that 

the best the NAC can do currently is foster discussion of issues.  Ms. Nayar suggested that the NAC might 

object and bring these kinds of topics out in public conversations.  She urged the NAC to make a proposal to 

the Mayor and City Council on Area Councils becoming an official part of the planning process for the future 

of their village centers.  Carolyn opined that this topic deserves more attention than, given the lateness of the 

hour, it could be accorded at this meeting. 

 

ACTION ITEM: This topic should be on the agenda of the next NAC meeting. 

 

Kartikey had to leave the meeting at this point, but the continuing presence of a quorum was confirmed. 

 

4.  Administrative issues 

a) Working with other Area Councils to set up candidates’ debates  

b) NAC election 

c) Approval of August 12 meeting minutes  

d) Approval of August 18 meeting minutes  

 

4.a Area Councils’ Debates: Peter and Carolyn will work with the representatives of the other Area Councils 

on the candidates’ debates slated for October 16 &17, It was noted that questions need to be submitted 

ASAP so that the moderator has a week before the debate date to prepare. 

 

4.b.NAC Election: Peter noted that papers have not been taken out for all 9 elected slots and that September 

17 is the deadline for submitting nomination papers with the required number of signatures. 

 

4.c & d. Minutes:  The draft minutes of the August 12 and 18, 2021 meetings having been circulated to the 

NAC members for review and comment in advance of the meeting and having been adjusted for minor edits, 

were presented for approval.  Carolyn moved and Peter seconded, and it was unanimously: 

 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the NAC meetings of August 12 and 18, 2021.  

 

5.  Adjournment 

At approximately 9:05 PM, Carolyn moved, Martina seconded, and it was unanimously:  

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carolyn Jacoby Gabbay 

Secretary 


