
Newtonville Area Council Meeting Minutes August 18, 2021 

Members Present: Peter Bruce (President), Dana D'Agostino (Treasurer), Jessica Aker Archer, 

Carolyn Gabbay (Secretary), Martina Jackson, Susan Reisler, Pamela Shufro, Kartikey Trivedi 

(VP and Zoom host) 

Guests: Paula Gannon, Newton Cultural Commission, Gloria Gavris, Chair of Newton 

Community Pride (NCP), Chris Pitts, Co-President Newton Cultural Council (NCC), City 

Councilor Tarik Lucas 

President Peter Bruce called the meeting to order, confirmed the presence of a quorum, and 

appointed Pamela Shufro as Secretary Pro Tempore for the meeting to take the minutes, since 

Carolyn’s attendance might be intermittent.   

He then highlighted the main question on the agenda:  Should the NAC revoke its sponsorship of 

the “September Song” series and cancel Village Day due to COVID?   

Next, he asserted the “rules of the game” for the meeting, which were intended to “generate more 

light than heat” and foster rational deliberation.  As such, he stated that the best way to find 

common ground and avoid excessive passion on such a controversial issue is to put all relevant 

facts on the table.  He thus recommended stipulating factual common ground before getting 

heavily into opinions, which is why he had urged people to submit their own best evidence ahead 

of the meeting.  Pursuant to this, he and Carolyn had submitted memos.      

He then asked others to add new facts and ideas regarding the adequacy of Newton’s current 

COVID guidance.  Invited guest Chris Pitts, Artistic Director of the concert series, then spoke 

and advocated holding the events and that the NAC partner with NCP based on the success of 

previous concerts held in the city at the Bowl, Newton Centre, and the Hyde Playground.  These 

had avoided incidents with COVID, despite there having been more than 20 such events 

throughout the summer and up to the present.  He also opined that the joy on people’s faces at 

these events was palpable after a year of COVID.   

Peter expressed hope that people had read the attached documents and urged others to contribute 

facts and ideas.  Dana said that in the interests of time, for what was scheduled to be a 45-minute 

meeting, that “I feel we’ve already read all the documents and we’ve come to our own 

conclusions based on our personal experiences.”  She then said that she wanted to make a motion 

to find a larger venue, and if that’s not possible, postpone the concerts till the Spring.  Peter 

objected that he would like to go on discussing and gathering the facts.  Carolyn then asked to 

second the motion, “so we can have a motion on the floor.” Peter responded that this would 

distract from trying get as much relevant information about COVID as possible.  But the motion 

went forward.   

Motion presented by Dana D’Agostino, seconded by Carolyn Gabbay, for the NAC to work 

with Newton Pride, Scott Oran, and Chris Pitts to look for a larger venue for the series, 

and, if none could be found, to postpone the event to Spring 2022. 

Discussion points included: 



• There are currently 35 chairs and perhaps 70-100 people could be accommodated in the 

28 Austin Street Plaza and Bram Way (owned by Scott Oran). 

• That previous Newton Pride concerts had had approximately 50 guests. 

• Possibly limiting attendance to 50 and providing masks for attendees. 

• That a large, grassy space exists nearby on Lowell Avenue between Austin and Highland 

which could accommodate a large group socially distanced. 

• Lack of electricity on Lowell, but availability at Senior Center and at NNHS.  Other 

issues of red tape, timing, and locale are voiced, objecting to moving the concert’s slated 

position.   

• The NAC does not have the authority, given the Board Order, to cancel, move or defer 

the concert series.  The NAC can only decide whether to partner and endorse the program 

of those who are mounting the concert series (i.e., Newton Pride and Scott Oran, owner 

of 28 Austin Street -- who is   providing funding for community cultural programming   

as per the City Council’s Board Order). 

• Gloria mentioned that Newton Community Pride wanted to work cooperatively with the 

NAC in co-branding the events, and that deciding and implementing safety measures 

would be, she hoped, a cooperative venture between the two organizations.   

• She also expressed surprise that the focus of the meeting had turned to the concerts, 

which would be limited to 50-70 people as opposed to Village Day, since COVID would 

seemingly be much more threatening to that event with hundreds of people.  “I feel like it 

(the agenda) has flipped,” she asserted. 

 

After discussion, the Motion appearing at the conclusion of these Minutes was effectively 

substituted for this Motion. 

Motion by Dana D’Agostino, seconded by Susan Reisler as follows:  To allow the 2 NAC 

members on the Village Day working group plus 2 additional NAC members to decide 

during the second week in September whether to proceed with or postpone Village Day.   

Discussion points included: 

• Criteria for the decision should be developed in advance. 

• Criteria for other city events are developed by Newton’s Health and Human Services 

department and that there are no restrictions or mask mandates at present. 

• Newton has a very high vaccination rate and in the last two weeks an additional 4,650 

people have received their first vaccine shot. 

• Safety measures could be taken, such as:  restricting the size of the group, having online 

registration, one-way entries, marked off areas for social distancing, providing masks, 

requesting concert attendees’ names and telephone numbers for contact tracing. 

• Some cities (Belmont, Salem) have imposed mask mandates. 

• A hospital has just required personnel to use protective eyewear. 

• During September and October there is a fading efficacy of the Covid vaccine and need 

for booster shots. 



• Children may be at greater risk as they are unvaccinated and attend Village Day in large 

numbers. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Peter Bruce, seconded by Kartikey Trivedi as follows:  For the NAC to support the concert 

series at 28 Austin Street in September. 

It was then clarified that a vote “YES” means the NAC will continue to sponsor the September concert 
series at 28 Austin Street and a vote “NO” means the NAC will not continue to sponsor. 

 
Motion rejected with 3 in favor (Peter Bruce, Susan Reisler, Kartikey Trivedi) and 5 against (Pam 
Shufro, Jessica Aker Archer, Carolyn Gabbay, Martina Jackson, Dana D’Agostino).   
Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pamela Shufro 

Secretary Pro Tempore 
 

 


