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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  October 21, 2021 
     

DATE:  October 14, 2021 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making 
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the 
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review 
application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

329 Hammond Street – Certificate of Hardship (Violation) 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1898 Colonial Revival style house was designed and built by Newton builder 
William Pettigrew for Charles B. Butterfield. William Pettigrew was also active in Brookline at this time; 
he built at least two houses - 1140 Boylston Street (1899, architects Chapman, Frazer and Bliss) and 2 
Gardner Road (1894, architect Eugene L. Clark).  

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners are requesting a 
Certificate of Hardship for the fence along Hammond Street. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map with fence location 
Photographs 
 

 

 



Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission 
Page 2 of 3 

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

12 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1927 Colonial Revival house was first occupied by John S. Keohane who was 
the president of the J.G. Pierce company of Boston. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owner wants to expand the 
driveway to the back of the property and build a garage with a parking and turnaround area. In the 
September meeting, Commission members said that the amount of asphalt at the front of the property 
should be reduced and asked the owner to come back with a revised site plan showing an area of grass or 
plantings, and possibly a walkway. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Site and plot plans 
Photographs 
MHC Form B 
Elevations 
Material and product specifications 
 

400 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1881 Peabody and Stearns English Revival house was built for William 
Richardson Dupee on land purchased from John and Joseph Woodman. Dupee worked at 590 Atlantic 
Avenue in Boston and was listed in the 1884 Newton City Directory as working as a wool merchant at 115 
Federal Street in Boston. The house was later owned by Mary Baker Eddy who established the Church of 
Christ, Scientist in 1879. The property is individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to amend the previously approved plans to make the following 
changes: 1) construct the two low retaining walls in the slope beneath the sloped walkway out of concrete 
with a chamfered top instead of the approved stone veneer and install bollard lights on the downhill side 
of the walkway; 2) change the design of the south terrace back to the original approved design without 
the curve; 3) add five parking spaces and a light pole along the driveway, and add five parking spaces by 
the Gate House; and 4) add a condensing unit at the Gate House. 

The bollard light and light pole designs were previously approved by the commission. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Scope of work 
Photographs 
Site plan 
Plans 
Elevations 
Landscape plan 
Product information 

 
29 Gate House Road – Discussion of Materials Required for Hardship Review 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1931 English Revival house was designed by Newton Centre architect 
Hawley W. Morton and built by Sherman and Fennell. The first occupants were George Austin and Harriet 
C. D’Arcy. George D’Arcy is listed in the 1932 and 1934 City Directories as working in “humidifying” in 
Rhode Island. 
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APPLICATION PROCESS: In the May meeting, commissioners asked the owner to provide cost estimates 
for the mitigation options that were presented, and to look into the cost of pursuing other options. 
Commission members should discuss what materials would be required to evaluate an application for 
hardship for the previously submitted options, as well as any new options. The packet includes the cost 
estimates that the owner has already gotten for various options. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Cost estimates 
Memo from resident 
 

29 Reservoir Avenue – Final Project Approval 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: In 1921, the Colonial Revival houses at 29 and 37 Reservoir Avenue were built 
on speculation by J. E. Cormery of Waltham. This property was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Neill; Mr. 
Neill was a salesman. The houses were designed by Harry Morton Ramsay who designed dozens of 
subdivision houses in Newton during the first half of the 20th century, including 26 and 62 Beacon Street, 
and 9 Acacia Avenue.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The final project review is continued from a previous meeting. The owners have 
done work to address the as-built items which were not approved by the Commission at the previous 
meeting. The work that was done to address the open issues includes: 

House 

• Installing shutters  

• Painting the railing systems 

Garage: 

• Installing shutters 

• Replacing the roof 

• Replacing the flood light on the front with a traditional light 

• Replacing the garage doors 

.    Hardscaping: 

• Installing pavers on the right side of the garage 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Photographs 
Decisions re open items 
Approved plans 
 

 
 


