
The location of this meeting/event is wheelchair accessible and Reasonable Accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities who require 
assistance. If you need a Reasonable Accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Section 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days 
in advance (2 weeks for ASL or CART) of the meeting/event: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION AGENDA 
Date: Thursday, October 7, 2021 
Time:  7:00pm 
Place:  This meeting will be held as a virtual meeting via Zoom. 

NOTE: In addition to the documents presented in the Commission’s packet (available on the Commission’s 
website), full application plans and narratives are available on the Commission’s website. 

NOTE: Times listed are estimates. Items may be taken out of order at the Chair’s discretion. 

DECISIONS 

I. WETLANDS DECISIONS – None at this time

II. CONSERVATION AREA DECISIONS

1. (7:00) Flowed Meadow – Boulton Yanhs’ Eagle Scout boardwalk project -- $350 funding request

o Request: Will the Commission support up to $350 to pay vendor invoices for the project?

III. ADMNISTRATIVE DECISIONS

2. (7:15) Minutes of 9/23/21 to be approved

3. (7:20) Visioning/Brainstorming – Considering Ways to Improve the Conservation Commission

IV. ISSUES AROUND TOWN DECISIONS – None at this time.

UPDATES 
V. WETLANDS UPDATES
VI. CONSERVATION AREA UPDATES
VII. ISSUES AROUND TOWN UPDATES
VIII. ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATES

OTHER TOPICS NOT REASONABLY ANTICIPATED BY THE CHAIR 48 HOURS BEFORE THE MEETING 

ADJOURN 

The Conservation Commission will hold this meeting as a  
virtual meeting; no in-person meeting will take place at City Hall. 

Zoom access information for the meeting will be posted 48 hours in advance of the meeting at: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/boards-commissions/conservation-commission 

Please contact jsteel@newtonma.gov or 617-796-1134 with any questions. 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/boards-commissions/conservation-commission/meeting-documents
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/boards-commissions/conservation-commission
mailto:jsteel@newtonma.gov
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NOTE: In addition to the documents presented in the Commission’s packet (available on the Commission’s 
website), full application plans and narratives are available on the Commission’s website. 

NOTE: Times listed are estimates. Items may be taken out of order at the Chair’s discretion. 
 

 
DECISIONS 

I. WETLANDS DECISIONS – None at this time 

II. CONSERVATION AREA DECISIONS 

1. (7:00) Flowed Meadow – Boulton Yanhs’ Eagle Scout boardwalk project -- $350 funding request 

o Request: Will the Commission support up to $350 to pay vendor invoices for the project? 

o Staff Notes  

• Boulton will be constructing 115 feet of boardwalks 

• At Commissioners’ request he has added gravel to his project, increasing costs for 
materials and transportation. 

• Boulton has done a great job fund-raising. 

• This project will be a big benefit to Flowed Meadows and all its users 

o Staff Recommendation: Vote to approve the payment of vendor invoices up to $350. 

III. ADMNISTRATIVE DECISIONS 

2. (7:15) Minutes of 9/23/21 to be approved 

o Documents Presented: Draft 9/23/21 minutes    

o Staff Recommendation: Vote to approve the 9/23/21 minutes. 

3. (7:20) Visioning/Brainstorming – Considering Ways to Improve the Conservation Commission  

o Staff Notes: 

• Roles  

o Is everyone happy with their role?  

o Would you like to do more or different things?  

o Should we create or foster new roles? 

o Who would like to try a stint as Chair at some point? 

o Who would like to be liaison to CPC at some point? 

o Who would like to be liaison to Ag Commission at some point? 

o Who would like to be liaison to Newton Commonwealth Golf at some point? 

• Process  

o Do the agendas work? Suggestions for improvements? 

o Do the packets work? Suggestions for improvements? 

o Do our Zoom meetings work? Suggestions for improvements? 

o Are there any other ways for us, as a Commission, to be more effective? 
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• Goals 

o Are there ways to streamline wetland case review without losing important input and discussion? 

o What land management goals do you have/should we have? (e.g., trails, ecological health, scouts, etc.) 

o Would you like to spend more time on land management? 

o Any thoughts about how to make the Volunteer Stewards more engaged and self-sustaining? 

o What “advocacy” or “issues around town” goals do you have/should we have? (e.g., climate action, trails, 
stormwater, flooding, schools, etc.)? 

o Would you like to be more involved with “advocacy” or “issues around town”? 

IV. ISSUES AROUND TOWN DECISIONS – None at this time. 

UPDATES    
V. WETLANDS UPDATES   

o Stearns Brook (Oakdale Woods CA) stream cleaning to begin soon under DPW’s generic OOC. 

o 33 Greenwood Street will be regrading to bring site into compliance. 

o 11 David Road will be regrading to bring site into compliance. 
VI. CONSERVATION AREA UPDATES 

o Webster Conservation Area uses now all being cataloged with applications and permits. 

o Webster graffiti all addressed by Richard Primack. 

o UFGW/Riverwalk Stairs being engineered by City staff. 

o Conversation about coordinating maintenance with PRC is underway 

o ARPA fund requests have been submitted (Riverwalk trail surface, Norumbega trail surface, Kesseler trail, Kennard 
boardwalk rehab) 

VII. ISSUES AROUND TOWN UPDATES     

o OSRP Trails Subcommittee will launch soon. 
VIII. ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATES 

OTHER TOPICS NOT REASONABLY ANTICIPATED BY THE CHAIR 48 HOURS BEFORE THE MEETING  

ADJOURN  
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