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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  August 19, 2021 
     

DATE:  August 11, 2021 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making 
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the 
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review 
application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

15 Kingsbury Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

The owner withdrew the application from the August meeting and submitted it for the 
September meeting 

 

116 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1929 English Revival style house was designed by Hawley W. Morton for the 
Nutting Realty Trust which also developed properties along Commonwealth Avenue. The architect also 
designed nearby 85 Chestnut Hill Road and other properties in the district in the late 1920s and early 
1930s, including 136 and 188 Beacon Street and 29 Gate House Road. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The review of the application to replace the steel casement windows is continued 
from previous meetings. The owners want to replace the existing steel casement windows on one of the 
elevations with aluminum clad Pella Reserve Contemporary casement windows.  



Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission 
Page 2 of 3 

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Photographs of existing windows 
Window program 
Product information and details 
Photographs of proposed window, existing windows, measurements 
List of new window sizing dimensions 
Trim information 
Contract 
 

33 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness (Violation) 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Old Orchard Road was partially laid out in 1901. Local builder Charles Nardone 
acquired the house and property at 37 Old Orchard, demolished the house and built six new houses 
between 1940 and 1942. This 1942 Colonial Revival was designed by Christopher Chase Crowell and was 
first occupied by John J. Burke.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner replaced an existing wood fence on the left and right side of the house 
with a similar wood fence without Commission review and approval. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map with fence plan sketch 
Photographs 
MHC Form B 
 

14 Lawrence Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1899 Colonial Revival was built for Franklin and Ruth Williams; Franklin 
Wiliams worked in the cotton goods business in Boston. The architecture firm was Chapman and Frazier, 
and the builder was John Campbell. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to change the exterior paint color palette. Color samples are 
available on the front of the house for commission review. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Photographs 
Paint information 

 
29 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness (Violations) 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: In 1921, the Colonial Revival houses at 29 and 37 Reservoir Avenue were built 
on speculation by J. E. Cormery of Waltham. This property was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Neill; Mr. 
Neill was a salesman. The houses were designed by Harry Morton Ramsay who designed dozens of 
subdivision houses in Newton during the first half of the 20th century, including 26 and 62 Beacon Street, 
and 9 Acacia Avenue. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner is requesting approval of as-built changes and plans to remediate as-
built changes to the house, garage, and hardscaping that do not match the approved plans. The owner 
has provided a detailed work scope document listing the issues, proposed resolution, and references to 
the submission materials. 

The issues and proposals for the house are: 
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1. Front entrance light fixture: not included in approved plans; needs to be reviewed. Owner has 
proposed an alternate option if the installed light fixture is not appropriate. 

2. Rear floodlights: not included in approved plans; need to be reviewed. 
3. Rear light fixture: not included in approved plans; needs to be reviewed. 
4. Existing fixed shutters were not re-installed: owner proposes to install new wood shutters painted 

to match the front door; either fixed or operational. The proposed shutters need to be reviewed. 
5. Rear door and rear basement door do not match approved: 4-lite, two panel Simpson Thermal 

Sash doors approved; 6-lite, two panel doors Simpson Thermal Sash doors installed. 

The issues and proposals for the garage are: 

1. Front floodlights: not included in approved plans; need to be reviewed. 
2. Garage doors do not match approved: 8-lite with 2 vertical panels Clopay overhead doors 

approved; 8-lite with 3 horizontal HQI steel door installed. Owner proposes painting the existing 
door to match the front door or replacing the door, specification TBD. 

3. Shutters not installed: owner proposes to install new wood shutters per the approved plans which 
will be painted to match the front door and could either fixed or operational. The proposed 
shutters need to be reviewed. 

4. Side door does not match approved: 4-lite, two panel Simpson Thermal Sash doors approved; 6-
lite, two panel doors Simpson Thermal Sash doors installed. 

5. Garage roof does not match approved: slate roof with color palette similar to existing garage and 
house roof was approved; composite rubber roof with different color palette installed. Owner 
proposes to paint the roof gray or charcoal, or replace the roof with asphalt shingles. 

 

The issue and proposal for the hardscaping is: 

1. The area to the right of the garage is asphalt paving; the Commission approved permeable pavers 
for that area to reduce the amount of asphalt paving. The approved engineering plan also shows 
permeable pavers in that area. Owner is asking to keep the asphalt paving. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Owner’s detailed work scope 
Staff list of violations with drawings and photos 
Drawings 
Photographs 
Product and material information 

 

Administrative Discussion 

Minutes: The May draft meeting minutes are not ready for review. 
 


