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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: June 17, 2021
DATE: June 10, 2021
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review
application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

Applications
45 Old England Road — Certificate of Hardship

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: A new house was approved to be built on the property in 2018. It replaced a
house built in 1978 by architect Thomas Larson with TAC (The Architects Collaborative.)

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to amend the previously approved landscape lighting plan to
add five uplights and two path lights, and change the previously approved path light.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Site plan with lighting plan
Product specifications
Photos
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116 Chestnut Hill Road — Working Session

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1929 English Revival style house was designed by Hawley W. Morton for
the Nutting Realty Trust which also developed properties along Commonwealth Avenue. The architect
also designed nearby 85 Chestnut Hill Road and other properties in the district in the late 1920s and
early 1930s, including 136 and 188 Beacon Street and 29 Gate House Road. The first occupants were Mr.
and Mrs. Chester M. Mowat.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want feedback on a project to replace the existing steel casement
windows with aluminum clad Pella Lifestyle windows. Peter Vieira will try to do a site visit to look at the
existing windows.

Historic windows are a critical part of the historic fabric of the district. Owners must investigate options
for restoration, provide details of the existing conditions and proof that the windows cannot be
restored. Window replacement projects also require a detailed program identifying windows that will
be restored or replaced, using photos or drawings of the elevations, and details on how replacement
windows will fit in the existing windows and how trim details will be matched.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Photographs of existing windows

Photograph of Lifestyle windows

Contract for Pella Impervia product (composite) which shows grille patterns
MHC Form B

124 Chestnut Hill Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1923 English Revival house was designed by Frohman, Robb and Little for
author Ben Ames Williams. Williams was a well-known novelist and short story writer; much of his writing
was published in the Saturday Evening Post. Several of his novels and short stories were made into films;
among them Adventure’s End, Leave Her to Heaven, The Strange Woman and Johnny Trouble.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owner wants to repair and
repoint brickwork; repair and repaint stucco; rebuild rear stairs; replace doors with Pella Enduraclad
(aluminum-clad) doors; replace garage doors with Clopy steel doors with composite cladding; restore
leaded glass windows; and replace wood casement windows with Pella Reserve wood casement windows.

Some of the requested work does not have complete information. Staff advised that the following were
required:

1. Product specs for the proposed stucco material, including, information on how it will be used or
applied and specs and information for the color.

2. Photos of all of the doors that will be replaced. We received some close-up photos, but not all.

3. Based on the site visit, the chair thought that restoration of most of the casement windows was
doable. The burden to prove that replacement is warranted is on the applicant; an evaluation
from a window restoration company should be submitted.

4. The commission requires a window program/baseline - original elevations with the windows
numbered and the list of which windows are proposed for restoration, and which are proposed
for replacement.

5. The commission also requires details specific to this project of how the proposed windows will fit
in the existing brick openings, what the sash will be, etc. Dimensions of existing and proposed are
provided, but more information may be required.
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MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessors database map

Plans

Partial elevations

Photos

Project descriptions

Product and material information

340 Hammond Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1900 Colonial Revival house appears to have been designed by Winslow,
Wetherill and Bigelow for Andrew N. Winslow, a broker in Boston. The Banker & Tradesman publication
listed a stable designed by Winslow, Wetherill and Bigelow and built by H.H. Hunt of West Newton.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want to build a
turnaround area at the front of the house. The commission asked for additional information, including
CAD drawings showing how the turnaround would work.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessors database map
Site plan

Photographs

Plans

Material information

509 Hammond Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: : The 1928 Colonial Revival house was built by Dr. and Mrs. Agustus Thorndike,
designed by Bigelow and Wadsworth and constructed by Semple and Clarke. Bigelow and Wadsworth also
designed 65 Chestnut Hill Road and 32 Suffolk Road.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to edge the driveway and walkways with brick, repair steps,
remove chain link fence, and other site improvements. The removal of dead trees and overgrown
vegetation does not come under commission jurisdiction. Most of the work is not visible from a public or
private way. The driveway area that runs into Hommond Street and the side of the house facing the pond
are considered visible for purposes of review.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessors database map
Site plan

Landscape plans
Photographs

Product information
MHC Form B

Administrative Discussion

Minutes: The March meeting minutes are included for review.

222 Chestnut Hill Road: ISD has cited the owner for building materials and debris in the public view but
is not requiring the unfinished structure to be removed. The information for this project is included in
the packet.
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