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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: February 18, 2021
PLACE/TIME: Fully Remote
ATTENDING: Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair

Brett Catlin, Member

Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member
Matthew Montgomery, Member
John Wyman, Member

Samuel Perry, Alternate

Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff

ABSENT: Rick Wetmore, Member

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting
permanent members were B. Catlin, R. Imperato, S. Lannik, M. Montgomery, and J. Wyman. Alternate S. Perry
was appointed to vote as a full member. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was recorded
on Zoom.

M. Montgomery recused himself.
8 Lawrence Road (formerly 321 Hammond Street) — Working Session

Aengus and Shannon McAllister requested feedback on projects to replace the existing windows and to change
the design of the porch.

Materials Reviewed:
Drawings

Aerial view
Photographs
Product information

P. Vieira wanted to understand the horizontal trim detail and the rake and cornice details. The owners needed
to submit a site plan, roof plan, and detail drawings with dimensions; the drawings needed to be accurate. P.
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Vieira and J. Wyman provided an update from the site visit and showed photos. The windows were all wood.
The Commission required that the owners investigate options to restore the windows and clearly identify what
the existing conditions were.

P. Vieira recused himself. M. Montgomery was appointed as Acting Chair.
45 Old England Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Jon Renn presented the application to change the Cape Neddick granite that was approved for the stone
walkways, piers, and terrace to Englishman’s Bay.

Materials Reviewed:
Site plan
Photographs

Commission members agreed that the change was appropriate and that the proposed stone was better than
what had been approved. M. Montgomery moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application
as submitted. S. Perry seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed unanimously, 6-
0, with one recusal.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: February 19, 2021
SUBJECT: 45 Old England Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 18, 2021 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call
vote of 6-0, with one recusal

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 45 Old England Road to change the
approved granite for the stone walkways, piers, and terrace to Englishman’s Bay.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Matthew Montgomery, Acting Chair Brett Catlin, Member Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member John Wyman, Member Sam Perry, Alternate
Recused:

Peter Vieira, Chair
P. Vieira rejoined the meeting.

9 Old Orchard Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

This review was continued from previous meetings. Vahe Ohannessian and Arman Chitchian presented the
application to finalize the design for the rear addition to include the skylights, rear door, and music room door.
They also want to get approval for the window restoration program, and the repair and replacement of
damaged siding which would match the dimensions and texture of the existing. The elevations showed the
window program and siding conditions.

Materials Reviewed:

Project description

Photographs

Drawings

Information about products and materials
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P. Vieira wanted confirmation that the skylight pitch was consistent with the roof pitch and that the windows
would have spacer bars. He noted that the siding was not plumb and that there could be issues replacing it;
the “ageing” effect needed to be replicated and the new siding was required to integrate seamlessly. He
recommended that they show the commission a section for review and be careful making field decisions. P.
Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted with conditions. J.
Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed unanimously, 7-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: February 19, 2021
SUBJECT: 9 Old Orchard Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 18, 2021 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call
vote of 7-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 9 Old Orchard Road for the final
rear addition design, skylights, rear door, music room door, window restoration program, and the repair and replacement
of the damaged siding with the following conditions: 1) confirm the skylight minimum pitch and that it conforms to the
roof pitch; 2) request a Commission site visit if there are issues seamlessly integrating the new siding; and 3) confirm if
spacer bars can be added to the simulated divided lite windows; if spacer bars are not an option, provide photos of what
the simulated divided lite windows look like without spacer bars. The information will be submitted to Staff and the
Commission architect for final administrative review and approval.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Peter Vieira, Chair Brett Catlin, Member Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member Matthew Montgomery, Member John Wyman, Member
Sam Perry, Alternate

12 Kingsbury Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

This review was continued from previous meetings. Lauren Thill and Michael Collins presented an application
for approval of the design concept to build an addition and attached garage on the main house, to demolish
the existing garage, to build a separate unit with an attached garage, and to reconfigure the driveway to
connect to the new attached garages. The owners wanted to move forward with their special permit
applications and would come back to the commission with final construction documents, including products
and materials.

Materials Reviewed:

Schematic drawings

Renderings

Previously submitted landscape plan and materials

Commission members were comfortable approving the design concept. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate
of Appropriateness for the design concept as submitted with conditions. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There
was a roll call vote and the motion passed unanimously, 7-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: February 22,2021
SUBJECT: 12 Kingsbury Road - Certificate of Appropriateness
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At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 18, 2021 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call
vote of 7-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the design concept as submitted at 12 Kingsbury Road to build an
addition and attached garage on the main house, to demolish the existing garage, to build a separate unit with an attached
garage, and to reconfigure the driveway to connect to the new attached garages subject to final approval upon the
submission of the final construction documents for Commission review and approval. The Commission determined that
the project is consistent with the requirements of the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission. The metal two-car garage
is not in keeping with the historic character of the property; removal would be an improvement to the district. The
submitted materials established that the original property was comprised of two lots which, with the lot to the left of 12
Kingsbury Road, were to contain houses for each of three siblings; however, only two of the houses were built. The proposed
accessory apartment is in keeping with the original building plans and is smaller than the house that was originally proposed
to be built on the lot. This project is supported by the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission with the recommendation
that the application be approved by the City of Newton.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Peter Vieira, Chair Brett Catlin, Member Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member Matthew Montgomery, Member Rick Wetmore, Member
John Wyman, Member

Administrative discussion
Meeting minutes: The December meeting minutes were approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
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