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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  May 6, 2021 
     

DATE:  April 26, 2021 
 

TO:   Newtonville Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newtonville Historic District 
Commission (Newtonville HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed 
and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of the 
Newtonville HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Newtonville HDC can 
take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 

Dear Newtonville HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should 
have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 
 

47 Prescott Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: 47 Prescott Street was built in 1940. There is no MHC Form B for this property. 
Building Permit records show that bookkeeper Hughena Fraser was the owner in 1940. Giles M. Smith of 
the Boston firm Wadsworth and Smith (formerly Bigelow, Wadsworth, Hubbard, and Smith) was the 
architect, and the builders were Clarke & Tait, Inc. of Allston. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to make changes to the previously approved house renovation 
project. Two of the changes are on the back of the house and will not be visible from a public way: 1) the 
rear door will be replaced; and 2) instead of two new window locations, the windows in the existing 
openings will be replaced. 

The other changes are: 1) HardiePlank Lap clapboard siding instead of wood clapboard siding; 2) K-style 
aluminum gutters instead of fiberglass gutters with historic profile; 3) six-over-six double-hung windows 
instead of eight-over-twelve double-hung windows; 4) oval window instead of a side lite to the right of 
the front door; and 5) remove the rafter tail detail. 
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MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Drawings 
Details 
Product specifications 
 

Administrative discussion: 
Minutes: The February draft meeting minutes are included for your review. 


