Newton Parks & Recreation Commission

Meeting Minutes

On-Line Meeting
7:00 p.m. — Monday, March 15, 2021 Parks & Recreation

Attending: Chairman Magni, Vice-Chair Dunker, Commissioner Banks, Midge Connolly, Randy
Johnson, Beth Wilkinson, Ellen Gibson Jack Neville, Sam Figler, Mark Feldhusen

Meeting began 7:01pm

1. Meeting Minutes -February — accepted 8-0

2. Commissioner’s Reports on Programs, Forestry and Maintenance

Lake and pool plans being presented to the Executive Office and HHS
Summer program registration opens March 17

Collaboration with Canoe/Kayak and Tennis contractor for upcoming
season

Friends of Newton Tennis (FONT) assisted with court signage and have
offered to assist with court clean-up

Northland Project: Meeting this week with the developer to discuss splash
pad details

Received Conservation Restriction reports from the Newton Conservators
on several park properties. The reports are being reviewed internally
Newton Alfresco is resuming. Additional tables are being ordered. Pettee
Square is a new location this year

Outdoor business programming requests are being encouraged to be
supported by business to business assistance and in parking lots.

Other special event requests by individuals and organizations, we are
working with HHS and Executive office. March 22 state outdoor
gatherings guideline increases to 150. Small requests are handled
internally, larger requests would be presented to the Commission. Large
events i.e., 4™ of July and St. Mary of Carmen are under discussion. The
Boston Marathon is scheduled October 11.

3. Commission Manual- Mark Feldhusen

Mr. Feldhusen has taken on the job of updating the Commission Manual.
Mr. Feldhusen will work with the department staff and Commission
members to update the information. This is an opportunity to add the
manual online and make it more interactive.
Chairman Magni stated this is a worthy goal and asked the priorities to be
updated. Mr. Feldhusen stated the top priorities are:

o Commemoration Policy
Naming of facilities/parks
Dedications Policy
Rules and sponsorship of signs

o
o
¢
o Area listing
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4. Newton Tennis — Mike Lewitt

Mr. Lewitt presented the 2021 rules, regulations, and fees (See below)
New this year is an on-line booking system

The one new rule added is clarification a single player can only book one
hour

Mr. Lewitt is requesting flexibility to tweak language/policy as issues
come up

Pricing is up from last year. Clay court membership fees have never
covered the cost of care for clay courts, the cost is subsidized by lessons.
Ms. Connolly asked why to drop the cost of non-resident fee? Mr. Lewitt
explained non- residents will fill in spots for group play.

Ms. Gibson asked how much money is generated. Mr. Lewitt replied
memberships total was ~ 24K, expenses were ~38K. Monitors are paid to
protect courts an keep the peace.

Ms. O’Reilly asked if the courts could open earlier. Mr. Lewitt replied
maintenance is don between 6am-9am and they are going to experiment
opening at 8am on two days.

Motion was made to accept the rules, requlations and fees as presented. The motion was

seconded. Motion passed 8-0

5. Committee Reports

Athletic Fields Committee — B. Dunker -no report
Community Preservation Committee -B. Dunker
o Gath Pool Project was presented for $65K the proposal will move
to a vote at the next meeting. Then will go to the City Council.
o Farlow Church steeple project approved
o Mr. Figler asked the timing of CPC. Vice Chair Dunker replied the
meeting process is the same as the Commission. Mr. Figler asked
when the field proposal will be presented to the CPC. The
Commissioner replied the proposal will be presented late
spring/summer.
o Ms. Gibson asked where the tennis courts fit in. Commissioner
Banks replied basketball courts and tennis courts overlap. There is
a priority list, the list is also on the CIP list.
Open Space — no report
Urban Tree Commission — B. Wilkinson — no report
Farm Commission — B. Wilkinson — No report
Commonwealth Golf Course — J. Neville
o Commissioner Banks reported a committee is being assembled to
review the management contract expiring in December 2021.
Off-Leash Area Working Group (OLAWG) — Commissioner
o Scheduling a final meeting with group to vote on the Hunnewell
Expansion Project
Crystal Lake Working Group (CLWG) — Commissioner — No report
Arts & Culture — G. Gavris — No report
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6. New Business
e Ms. Wilkinson reported Councilor Bowman established a pollinator

Committee. Mark Feldhusen and Ms. Wilkinson have been very busy for
the past three weeks creating a “Pollinator Tool Kit,” which contains an
explanation of why it’s necessary, six charts of native plants that
encourage pollinators, photos of those plants, some advice for gardening,
and a list of resources. The “tool kit” has been approved by the pollinator
committee and will reside on the Newton Conservators’ website.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:37pm

Respectfully submitted by
Robin Mclaughlin
Commission Secretary

Newton Centre Clay Courts 2021

1. One rule added this year. *A PAIR OF SINGLES PLAYERS MAY NOT BOOK BACK -TO- BACK HOURS.
Full set of rules and regulations at the bottom of page.

2. Requesting Commission permission to modify rules related to reserving if needed during the season. Last year
we added a new online court reservation system, and we found a need adapt at least one rule mid-season.
Any rule modification would be first approved by PRC and brought to the commission’s attention before the
start of 2022 season.

3. Pricing: Membership same as 2021.
$10 registration fee plus:
Resident: $285
Non-Resident $330
Student Resident $100
Student Non-Resident $150

4. Pricing: Guest Fees
We are reducing our guest fees this year.
2020 Resident  $25 2021 515
2020 Non-Resident $30 2021 $20

5. Season Dates
May 1—Oct 15.
Note: Opening may be delayed due to opening maintenance needs due to weather. (This is always the case.)

6. Hours of Operation
Weekdays 9-noon 3-8 (as daylight allows.)
Weekends 9-1pm 3-6pm (as daylight allows.)

7. Hours of Operation: experimental change
In 2021 we are may try opening at 8am two days per week. Those days have not yet been determined. PRC
has determined 8am opening is allowed by city regulations.
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eALL PLAYERS MUST PURCHASE A SEASON PERMIT OR PAY THE HOURLY FEE TO PLAY ON THE NEWTON CENTRE CLAY
COURTS. Memberships may be obtained online through www.newtontennis.com.

* PERMIT HOLDERS WHO BRING A GUEST, (NON-PERMIT HOLDER) ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING SURE GUEST FEE IS
PAID TO ATTENDANT BEFORE STEPPING ON COURT.

e ALL PLAYERS MUST CHECK IN WITH COURT ATTENDENT PRIOR TO ENTERING THE COURTS. PERMIT AND DRIVERS
LISCENSE MUST BE SHOWN AT THIS TIME OR GUEST FEE MUST BE PAID.

¢ PERMIT HOLDERS MAY RESERVE A COURT UP TO SEVEN DAYS IN ADVANCE. NON-PERMIT HOLDERS MAY NOT
RESERVE A COURT.

e A PERMIT HOLDER MAY HAVE ONLY ONE COURT RESERVATION ON THE BOOKS AT A TIME. PERMIT HOLDERS MUST
FINISH USING THAT TIME BEFORE THEY MAY BOOK ANOTHER COURT.

e A MAXIMUM OF ONE (1) HOUR MAY BE BOOKED FOR SINGLES. ONE PERMIT HOLDERS NAME IS REQUIRED TO BOOK
THIS COURT. A MAXIMUM OF 1.5 HOURS MAY BE BOOKED FOR DOUBLES PLAY. TWO PERMIT HOLDERS NAMES ARE
REQUIRED TO BOOK THIS COURT.

*A PAIR OF SINGLES PLAYERS MAY NOT BOOK BACK TO BACK HOURS.

* PLAYERS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO USE A 1.5 HOUR DOUBLES BOOKING FOR SINGLES PLAY. IF ONLY 2 PLAYERS SHOW UP
FOR A DOUBLES BOOKING, THEY FORFEIT THE LAST 1/2 HOUR.

e ANY PLAYER WHO INTENTIONALLY OR REPEATEDLY MAKES A 1.5 HOUR DOUBLES BOOKING, FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PLAYING SINGLES WILL HAVE BOOKING PRIVILAGES TERMINATED WITHOUT A REFUND.

 |[F AT LEAST ONE PLAYER IS NOT PRESENT AT THE START OF THE HOUR FOR WHICH A COURT IS BOOKED, COURT IS
IMMEDIATELY GIVEN TO WAITING PLAYERS. BY FIVE MINUTES PAST THE HOUR TWO PLAYERS MUST BE ON THE COURT,
OR BOOKING IS FORFEITED AND COURT IS GIVEN TO WAITING PLAYERS.

e ALL PLAYERS ARE REQUIRED TO SWEEP THE COURT AFTER USE IN A MANNER THAT IS APPROVED BY COURT
ATTENDANT.

e WHEN GATES ARE LOCKED, OR WHEN NETS ARE DOWN, NO PLAY IS PERMITTED AND NO PLAYER IS ALLOWED ENTRY
INTO THE COURTS.

e ALL PLAYERS ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR A SHIRT ON THE COURTS.

e ALL PLAYERS ARE REQUIRED TO INTERACT WITH OTHER PLAYERS IN A COURTEOUS AND CONSIDERATE MANNER.
YELLING AND USE OF PROFANITY ARE PROHIBITED.

e ALL PLAYERS ARE REQUIRED TO ABIDE BY ANY DECISION TAKEN OR DIRECTION GIVEN BY THE COURT MONITOR.

* IN THE LAST 45 MINUTES OF A SHIFT, IF THERE ARE NO PLAYERS ON COURT, COURTS WILL CLOSE AND MAINTENANCE
WILL BEGIN. FROM THAT POINT ON NO PLAYERS ARE ALLOWED TO ENTER THE COURTS.

¢ | UNDERSTAND THAT FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH RULES WILL RESULT WITH IMMEDIATE TERMINATION OF
MEMBERSHIP OR PLAYING PRIVILEGES.

e | UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE WILL BE ADDITIONAL CORONA VIRUS (COVID-19) RELATED PROCEDURES OR
RESTRICTIONS. | UNDERSTAND THESE PROCEDURES CAN CHANGE OR INCREASE AT ANY TIME. | AGREE TO COMPLY
WITH ALL OF THESE PROCEDURES AND | UNDERSTAND | CAN BE SUSPENDED WITHOUT REFUND FOR FAILURE TO
COMPLY WITH COVID19 RELATED SAFETY MEASURES.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtontennis.activityreg.com%2Fselectactivity_t2.wcs&data=04%7C01%7Crmclaughlin%40newtonma.gov%7Ccf37438a32a74be4f97e08d8e49ebe24%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637510717753419261%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=g%2BdXqHa8N%2FS0qCk%2FKNMAq70ZDRT3LHJ9AH7OpYbZ2hE%3D&reserved=0

