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Newton Upper Falls Area Council – Minutes 

DATE: November 19, 2020 

Time: 7:00 pm  

Location: Zoom meeting  

Meeting called to order: 7:08 pm 

Members in Attendance:  

Anil Adyanthaya (President) 

Jeff Riklin (Vice President) 

Susan Huffman (Treasurer) 

Patty Connolly (Secretary) 

Kathaleen Brearley 

Marie Jackson 

Jack Neville 

Jay Werb 

Carol Stapleton, Newton Parks and Recreation Manager 

Bill Humphrey, Newton City Council 

 

Public attendees: 

Julie Irish 

Approval of the Minutes:  

A. Approval of Minutes from November Meeting (5 minutes) 

Susan Huffman motioned to approve the November meeting minutes, Kathaleen Brearley 2nd the 

motion. Approved unanimously 

 

B. Treasurer's Report 

Treasurer’s report remains the same from the previous meeting. 

 

C. Public Comment  

No public comment 

 

D. Discussion of Proposed Marijuana Retailer, Nuestra on Chestnut Street  

Mayor’s Update – Friday, November 13, 2020 

Update on Marijuana  
 
The Host Community Agreement (HCA) Advisory Group team recently reviewed applications from three 
marijuana retailers who have submitted proposals for marijuana retail establishments in Newton. A 
marijuana retailer must secure a signed HCA before they can apply for a Special Permit from the City 
Council. 
 

https://www.newtonma.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=47290
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My decision is just the first step of the process. Applicants need the signed HCA and a Special Permit 
before proceeding through the state licensing process. 
 

 I am signing a provisional HCA with Nuestra at 1185 Chestnut Street in Upper Falls. This is in an 
area with a mix of uses, including retail, near the village center. Nuestra has a diverse 
management team with experience in the cannabis industry, equity, community relations and 
public health. Nuestra is certified by the Cannabis Control Commission as an Economic 
Empowerment Applicant, signifying that the applicant demonstrates experience in or business 
practices that promote economic empowerment in disproportionately impacted 
communities. Their plan involves modifying the existing structure and accommodating additional 
parking on-site. 

 
Host Agreement Advisory Group Recommendation (November 10, 2020) 
Host Community Agreement Recommendation - Nuestra, LLC., 1185 Chestnut Street 

 

City Councilor Humphrey outlined the process for permit approval. 

 Preliminary approval from Mayor to proceed, prior to any official proposal submission 

 Special Permit proposal to City Council’s Land Use Committee for analysis. 

 Public hearing process for a vote and potential changes 

 Present at full City Council for a vote 

 Approval from the state  

 

Councilor Humphrey emphasized to Nuestra, LLC that they should come to a Newton Upper Falls Area 

council and present their plan and what the specifically have in mind. 

 

Discussion: 

Marie Jackson reminded Councilor Humphrey the location is next to a Pre-school.  City Councilor 

Humphrey said the proximity could be a consideration and should be brought to Nuestra when they 

present to the NUF Area Council.  

 

Next step is for Nuestra to meet with Ward 5 councilors, Humphrey, Crossley and Downs.  

The Ward 5 councilors should know what Nuestra has in mind, this has not happened to date.  

Again, Councilor Humphrey emphasized the next step should be meeting with the NUF Area Council.  

The City Council evaluates each proposal. Not all marijuana retailers’ proposals have been approved to 

date. 

City of Newton Development Review > High Interest Projects: 

Marijuana Uses 

City of Newton Review Process for Marijuana Establishments and Registered Marijuana Dispensaries 

 

Proximity to the Cypress Tree is not a consideration.  The Marijuana shop locations have typically been 

in the general area of liquor stores.  Kathaleen Brearley pointed out that NUF has traditionally had more 

liquor stores in the village due to Needham being a dry town. 

 

http://newton-prod.civica.granicusops.com/civicax/filebank/documents/107440
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/development-review/high-interest-projects/marijuana-uses
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=40054
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Area Councilor Jack Neville stated a portion of the parking at 1185 is encroaching on the Greenway.  

Agreement that the parking area should not encroach the Greenway.  

 

E. Proposal from the Friends of Hemlock Gorge to improve access to Hemlock Gorge by developing 

crosswalks at the intersection of Route 9, Quinobequin Road, and Ellis Street 

 

Plan to add lined crosswalks on either side of the bridge to make it easier to walk from Quinobeguin 

to the Hemlock Gorge. Meeting tomorrow (November 20th at 1:00 pm) with Representative Balsar 

along with Mass DOT to present the proposal.  Anil planned to attend the meeting and will provide 

further updates.  The area is very dangerous with traffic exiting from route 9.  Two Area Councilors 

have been involved in accidents in that specific area.  Flashing lights for crosswalk would be a safer 

option.  The steps to leading to Echo Bridge in need of repair are in a different jurisdiction.   

F. Update on Upper Falls Greenway Parking Meters/Pocket Park (15 minutes) 
Follow-up on the letter sent to Devra Bailin, Director of Economic Development based on the initial 
presentation of the improvements of Pettee Square. 

Anil received an email response from Jason Sobel, director of transportation operation.  They will be 
reaching out to the NUF Area Council and the Ward 5 Councilors to discuss the pocket park proposal 
further.  

There was a traffic council meeting in January 2020 that had discussed the meters.  Going forward 
the Clerk’s office will include the NUF Area council on the Traffic council notification list for future 
meeting agendas.  This will provide opportunity to review agenda item potentially impacting the 
Upper Falls Area.  

The meter removal request could not be done without going through the traffic council process 
again. The thought process included in response, was the previous non-metered spaces were getting 
parked in first and there was lost revenue.  The presence of the 7 meters would not impact the 
proposal for the pocket park.  The meters would be removed for the pocket park, however the 
meters would remain in place for now.  

Area councilor Jeff Riklin (Jeff is also Chair of Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission) 
summarized the discussion of the Pettee Square improvement proposal from the recent Upper Falls 
Historic District Commission meeting.   

Upper Falls Historic District Commission was supportive of the use of the stamped concrete instead 
of the brick.  The Historic District Commission was not in favor of the design of the raised grade due 
to the narrow street. Raised street would be detrimental to the traffic flow. Feedback from a 
neighbor felt that the design was not appropriate to the village of Upper Falls.  Jeff Riklin brought up 
the concern about crossing Oak Street at on the Greenway. The NUF Area Council had suggested a 
plan to coordinate crosswalk with lights with the traffic light at the intersection.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The City of Newton wants to temporarily replace the brick sidewalk along 

Oak Street at 1214-1220 Chestnut Street with asphalt to make it more accessible. The long-term 
plan is to replace that area with stamped concrete. The current brick sidewalk is in disrepair and not 
accessible. 

Preliminary emergency approval for repair of brick sidewalk on Oak Street. It is currently a hazard 
for individuals in wheelchairs.  The approval will allow the bricks to be removed and then put down 
blacktop with the condition if the project gets scrapped, then they would remove the blacktop and 
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replace with stamped concrete.   The style of the stamped concrete would take too long to approve 
along with the larger project updates.  Jeff Riklin explained as far as restoration, it has been proven 
brick is not a good option for sidewalks in the Northeast.  Going forward stamped concrete will be 
used.  

Area Councilor Jay Werb shared that All Star Liquor delivery trucks currently park on the brick and 
obstruct the side walk and cause damage to the bricks.   Jay suggested placing bollard posts to 
mitigate the truck parking.  Jeff plans to talk to the owners of All Star liquor to request that delivery 
trucks do not park on the sidewalk.  If unsuccessful the next step would be to bring concern to the 
traffic commission. 

There was a jurisdiction question regarding the original proposal of raising the Pettee square 
intersection/center (Chestnut and Oak Street) for safety and the Historic District Commission role 
with the recommendation in relation to the design. Discussion of the proposed traffic calming 
feeling more urban than the sedate village according to the Upper Falls Historic District Commission.  
There is concern with the Northland there will be increased traffic there is a need to use traffic 
calming measures.  

G. Update on Brian Yates Memorial Plaque  
Feedback from the family is that his smile did not fit.  The picture provided did have a different 
smile.  Anil will request an update.  

 

H. General Upper Falls News  

There is a list serve of different groups.  There is holiday lights or winter lights in the city and a 
question was asked if NUF wanted to do something similar.  

Last year or 2 years ago there was a Christmas tree with lights and singing.  Last year the gathering 
was snowed out.  

Jack Neville asked that City Councilor Humphrey to review the continuous park at the Upper Falls 
Greenway with Councilors Crossley and Downs. 

959 Chestnut Street is getting attention from the Ward 5 City councilors due to discrepancies with 
the front existing building structure and the approved plans after the original historic front structure 
collapsed.  The abutting neighbors have complained that the structure height is not the same as the 
prior structure. 
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1319 Winter Street has been purchased by a developer and will be presenting at the Newton Upper 
Falls Historic District Commission in the near future.  

Northland  
Jay Werb (Northland Liaison Committee member) received an email indicating the plan to schedule 
the first liaison committee meeting on November 30th.  Jay will confirm if the meetings will be closed 
or open.  Anil stated that President Albright has always given the impression the meetings would be 
an open.   

Demolition is scheduled to begin next month. Residents living within 300 feet of the site will receive 
notices.  Jay will share the notice with NUF Area Council members in case questions are asked.  Jay 
plans to revisit the neighborhood parking plan when the pandemic is over so he is able to meet and 
speak with neighbors.  

There is still an open position on the Liaison committee being held for representation from the 
Village Falls condominium complex.  Jack Neville spoke with the manager and there is no interest 
from Village Falls to join the liaison committee. 

Patty Connolly spoke with the City of Newton crossing guard at the corner of Oak and Eliot Street.  
The crossing guard said it is a challenge for buses to turn onto Eliot from Oak when there are cars 
parked in front of the church.   Patty was wondering if this has been discussed before.  

Jack Neville offered to talk to the Priest at the Church and ask if they could refrain from parking in 
front.  

Market happening at Dunns, including goods from Better Life Foods, including pre-ordered 
Thanksgiving meals.  Pies sell out, pre-orders are available. https://betterlifefood.com/ 

Better Life Foods will be there every Saturday in December and will be communicated in the Upper 
Falls News.  

The building next to Dunn’s is going before the zoning committee.  Approved by historical to change 
dormers.  

I. Public Comment/Questions 

J. Adjourn 

Motion to adjourn made by Jeff Riklin, 2nd by Susan Huffman meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm. 

Motion passed.  

Next Meeting:  Thursday, December 17th at 7:00 pm via Zoom 

 

https://betterlifefood.com/

