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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      January 4, 2021 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Brett Catlin, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member  
Susana Lannik, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member 
John Wyman, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:   Samuel Perry, Alternate 
 
 

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were B. Catlin, R. Imperato, S. Lannik, M. Montgomery, R. Wetmore, and J. Wyman. B. 
Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
9 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
This review was continued from the December 2020 meeting to discuss and review the appropriate options for 
the paint color palette. Vahe Ohannessian and Arman Chitchian were present. P. Vieira recapped the 
December meeting review; the Commission agreed to reach out to local historic district commissions that 
might have experience with appropriate treatments of First Period exteriors to see what could be learned. J. 
Wyman had reached out to Ipswich and looked into other sources. Houses of that period were either 
unpainted and unstained, or painted a deep brown or chocolate brown using natural pigments. There may 
have been other colors, but there is no evidence that other colors were used. The owners were not able to find 
evidence of other colors except for the more recent white trim paint which was not consistent with First 
Period exteriors. J. Wyman explained that the Commission needed to follow the definition of what was 
appropriate in the ordinance and in the absence of evidence that there was a different color, the owners 
would either need to match the existing colors or use colors consistent with the First Period. P. Vieira 
summarized the color palette options: 1) a palette that matched the existing colors; 2) a dark brown 
monochrome palette that was typical when the First Period main house block was built; or 3) a researched 
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palette used for an historic house of that period, such as the Paul Revere House. The California Paints palette 
and others could not be connected back to this house, which was a significant, one-of-a-kind property. 
 
Some Commission members were open to a shade of brown similar to the Paul Revere House. Others said that 
they would only support a dark brown monochrome palette typical of the First Period. Commission members 
said that the owners should make samples or mock-ups of the gray palette and of the Paul Revere House 
palette and have them available for a site visit so that the Commission could vote on the samples at the 
regularly scheduled January meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner  


