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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  March 18, 2021 
     

DATE:  March 11, 2021 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making 
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the 
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review 
application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

124 Chestnut Hill Road – Working Session 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The substantial 1925 Colonial Revival house was designed by Boston architect 
William Chester Chase for Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Morss on the subdivided R.H. White estate. Chase also 
designed the 1895 Grace Universalist Church in Lowell which is individually listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places and the 1929 Colonial Revival house at 539 Hammond Street; he remodeled a number 
of residences in the Back Bay. The 1920s was a period of heavy development in Newton and a number of 
the large estates in Chestnut Hill were subdivided and developed at this time. Mr. Morss was a member 
of a long-time Chestnut Hill family; he worked in the insulated wire and cable manufacturing business. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want feedback on a project to restore the leaded glass and diamond-
paned windows and to replace the wood casement windows with Pella Lifestyle wood aluminum-clad 
simulated divided lite windows. The owners also want to install a wood deck and stone patio at the back 
of the house, repair the existing masonry and masonry steps, and remove a brick wall. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
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Plan 
Photographs 
Product information 
 

29 Gate House Road – Certificate of Appropriateness (Violation) 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1931 English Revival house was designed by Newton Centre architect 
Hawley W. Morton and built by Sherman and Fennell. The first occupants were George Austin and Harriet 
C. D’Arcy. George D’Arcy is listed in the 1932 and 1934 City Directories as working in “humidifying” in 
Rhode Island. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners are proposing to 
move the installed solar panels that are in violation so that they are flush with the roof; the tilt legs will 
be removed so that there is a less than five-degree tilt.  They are presenting two options: 1) line up the 
arrays with the front roof edge and have a gap of three inches which is required by the manufacturer for 
air flow; and 2) line up the arrays two inches back from the front roof edge. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Aerial view 
Renderings 

 
531 Hammond Street – Working Session 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1889 Colonial Revival house was designed by William Ralph Emerson for 
Judge John Lowell. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want feedback on a project to install composite AZEK posts with cast 
aluminum lanterns along the left side of the driveway and to install an aluminum address plaque on one 
of the posts. They also want to put gravel along the driveway edges. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Photographs 
Product information 
 

8 Lawrence Road (formerly 321 Hammond Street) – Certificate of Appropriateness 
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1897 Queen Anne house was first owned by J. Warren Merrill who was a 
bank trustee in Boston at 1004 in the Tremont Building. In 1901, he had moved to Boston and was leasing 
the house to Mr. and Mrs. James M. Parker. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to restore the existing windows using the same company that 
is being used to restore the windows at 9 Old Orchard Road. The storm windows will be removed. 

The review of the porch project is continued from previous meetings. The existing deck will be removed, 
and a smaller, covered porch would be installed. The owners also want to remove one window and add a 
new window. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Plans 
Elevations 
Photographs 
Product information 
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Administrative Discussion 

Minutes: The January 4th meeting minutes are included for review. 


