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Newton Upper Falls Area Council – Minutes 

 

DATE: August 28, 2020 

Time: 7:00 pm  

Location: Zoom meeting  

Meeting called to order: 7:04 pm 

Members in Attendance:  

Anil Adyanthaya (President) 

Kathaleen Brearley 

Patty Connolly (Secretary) 

Marie Jackson 

Jack Neville 

Jay Werb 

Carol Stapleton, Newton Parks and Recreation Manager 

Bill Humphrey, Newton City Council 

David Koses, City of Newton Transportation Coordinator 

 

Public attendees: 

Emily Kaye 

Matthew Chotkowski 

Jeremy Freudberg 

Approval of Minutes June 18, 2020 

Motion to approve the minutes.  Approved with the addendum to correct spelling of Jerry Reilly’s last 

name.  Kathaleen Brearley motioned to approved, Jay Werb second the motion. Approved 5-0.  

Discussion of Draft Upper Falls Parking District Concept - David Koses, Transportation Planning 

Coordinator, City of Newton.  

Draft of parking plan was shared during the meeting. (Please see picture below) 

The City of Newton is trying to look at a plan for several streets to address the following:  

Black Lines represent areas where parking will not be permitted 

Red lines - new signs would be posted for 2 hour limit or permit required.  

This is consistent with other parking districts around the city.  

Permit Cost - $20 per year or visitor permit are free.  Each resident is allowed 2 guest permits. 

Questions:  

Jay Werb asked for the target problem the transportation proposal is trying to solve.    

David Koses explained purpose was to address the following due to the scale of new development: 
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 Overflow parking in the neighborhood.  

 Protect the streets from too many cars from parking all day on the streets.   

 Allow residents to park on their street longer than they can currently.  

 Expand use of street for residents 

 Goal is to make it more consistent and enforceable. 

 

 

Jay Werb stated that the construction vehicles are not supposed to park in the neighborhood.  The 

original parking restriction was designed to prevent employees of the Clarke shoe factory from parking 

in the surrounding streets. 

With the current proposal, if they are parking legally, contractors would be parking legally if following 

the current proposal.  

David Koses stated said they do not need to make any changes until there is a problem.  This has been 

the typical order of operations for other parts of the city.  

This is the first time the City is making a plan prior to a confirmed traffic/ parking problem.  

Jay Werb suggested it may make sense to put the proposal in place.  
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Jack Neville asked if it would be possible to calculate the number of on street spaces.  David Koses 

indicated the variables (vehicle size, 5 feet from driveway...) affecting the number of cars.  The current 

map is a concept and a future proposal can include an estimated number of parking spots.  

Picture of Oak Street traffic condition, provided by Jay Werb showed that Oak Street becomes 

essentially a 1 way street and asked if it would make sense to eliminate parking on one side of the street 

to mitigate this issue.  

David Koses said this request would need to be presented to the traffic council.  

Jay Werb plans to represent the Oak Street and surrounding neighborhood and submit a proposal. David 

Koses is willing to have additional meetings prior to submitting a proposal to the traffic council if 

needed.  

Parking Meter Deployment on the Greenway (summary of discussion)  

Jack Neville provided the history of the parking spaces. The far left side of the depot the spots were left 

open for purpose of access for emergency to the Greenway. There were designated spaces. There are 

currently 4 poles where right of way used to be and there are now 8 spaces and no designation for park 

and pedal.  Jack Neville stated he was not happy with the current configuration.  

David Koses stated the public works designated spaces for park and pedal program.  Vehicles were 

starting to park in the spaces that were not metered and by non-park and pedal purpose. The remainder 

of the spaces were metered.  Park and Pedal participants complained. The traffic council went through 

the process and converted the 2 spots to metered spots.  

Carol Stapleton clarified that Newton Parks and Recreation was not involved with discussion and 

understood Nicole Freedman, Director of Transportation Planning at the time made the decision to take 

the spaces.   There is emergency access to The Greenway at Oak Street by removing the green poles.  

Although the change was made through public process, meeting minutes were posted and abutters 

were notified of the meetings, Jack Neville expressed anger with lack of communication with the 

Newton Upper Falls Area Council.  David Koses stated nothing is permanent. If request is to remove the 

meters can be done by docketing an item with the traffic counsel and going through the process.  

Bill Humphrey offered to meet with Jack Neville and walk the site to confirm the location in question.  

Jack Neville would like to pursue the process to convert the area into a pocket park and an extension of 

The Greenway.   Additional comments related to the spaces were allocated for winter parking facilitated 

by John Rice.  

Northland Project Update  

The next Upper Falls Area Council will be used to meet with Northland to review the timeline of the 

demolition and construction.  Tentatively proposed September 17th.  ***Upper Fall Area Council 

meeting moved to Thursday, September 24th to allow Northland to attend and present activity 

timeline.  

 

Conservation Commission will be meeting with Northland on South Meadowbrook. Jay Werb will 

communicate when the topic is on the Conservation Commission agenda.  
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Brian Yates Memorial Update 

Anil Adyanthaya and Jack Neville went to Lubin’s in Waltham, MA to solidify the memorial design.  

Anil reached out to Brian’s cousin and they appreciated the tribute.  Brian’s middle initial ‘E’ will be 

added to the memorial.   

 
Size: 24”x 36” with image 10” 

$4890.00 would be the cost of the plaque. 

$400.00 to mount  

Upper Fall CDC would be happy to pick up the cost. 

Any suggested updates should be sent to Anil by the end of next week.  

Propose to have ceremony in October honoring Brian E. Yates in October. 

 

Zoning Reform: 

General discussion on the role of the Upper Falls Area Council has with the upcoming Zoning reform 

discussion.  Should the Area Council communicate updates or requesting thoughts on the proposed 

zoning changes? 
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Bill Humphrey, Newton City Councilor expressed the desire for feedback.  There has been public 

confusion regarding the timeline of the zoning reform.  Expected to get a vote end of 2021.  Planning 

department wants the feedback.  There is a lot time to have input. The city is not trying to push change 

through during the pandemic.  

 

Bill Humphrey provided the following resource links and asked for them to be included in the minutes:  

Here is the link to the overall city page on the zoning redesign process with info on signing up for office 

hours sessions and regular email updates. (They have an email update list dedicated to this 

topic). http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/planning/lrplan/zoning_redesign/ 

Here is a link with the timetable overview of the redesign 

process: http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/planning/lrplan/zoning_redesign/current/default.asp 

And here is the link to the PowerPoint from August 

13: http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?t=52033.38&BlobID=105617 

 

Mall at Echo Bridge  

Made a request for outdoor sandwich boards to advertise their shops.  The businesses are having a 

tough time and were hoping to have an outdoor event in the fall.  They are conscious of social distancing 

and sanitizing.   

 

Parking:  

Kathaleen Brearley inquired Parking Oak Street and Braceland Parking lot.  Understanding this has been 

a free for all for some time.   

 

Bill Humphrey, City Councilor stated there is a proposed parking restriction on street parking on 

Chestnut Street.   

 

Art Show on Greenway 

Lauren Commando will have an art exhibit from August 22nd to Labor Day weekend.  

 

Adjourn 

Marie Jackson motioned to adjourn, Patty Connolly 2nd.  

All in favor unanimously 

Meeting Adjourned 8:28 pm 

 

Next meeting - Zoom 

September 24th, 2020  

7:00 pm  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fgov%2Fplanning%2Flrplan%2Fzoning_redesign%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpconnolly%40newtonma.gov%7C9d6c6e6103ad4ad5d97808d84568ae35%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637335663191549794&sdata=%2BW1acN0Lvn%2Byo%2BGpVBOh08FJhDLoMFnzttJVemun59g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fgov%2Fplanning%2Flrplan%2Fzoning_redesign%2Fcurrent%2Fdefault.asp&data=02%7C01%7Cpconnolly%40newtonma.gov%7C9d6c6e6103ad4ad5d97808d84568ae35%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637335663191549794&sdata=nuFg8BUQlOjoaMcR4u2NlTO61yd44z0iLEO2%2FepYZ2w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fcivicax%2Ffilebank%2Fblobdload.aspx%3Ft%3D52033.38%26BlobID%3D105617&data=02%7C01%7Cpconnolly%40newtonma.gov%7C9d6c6e6103ad4ad5d97808d84568ae35%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637335663191559740&sdata=MiJ3AycuLnue2HZFVGp7EcUoPaBbdmdSt0G7LBaJPjc%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/u/ani0ErE3g
https://zoom.us/u/ani0ErE3g

