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MINUTES OF THE NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 

DATE: March 19, 2020 

Time: 7:00 pm  

LOCATION: Zoom meeting  

+16468769923,,714158912# US (New York) 

Meeting called to order: 7:06 pm 

Members in Attendance:  

Jeff Riklin (Vice President) 

Patty Connolly (Secretary) 

Susan Huffman (Treasurer) 

Marie Jackson 

Nina Kochs 

Jack Neville 

Jay Werb 

Bill Humphrey (Ex Officio) 

Deb Crossley (City Councilor) 

Andreae Downs (City Councilor) 

Carol Stapleton (Newton Parks and Recreation) 

 

Public attendees: 

Jerry Reilly 

Betsy Hewitt 

Emily Kaye Gelbert 

Kathaleen Brearley 

Rena Getz (?) 

Judy Neville 

 

A. Approval of Minutes from February Meeting (5 minutes) 

Motion duly made by Marie Jackson to approve 

Susan Huffman 2nd the motion 

Minutes approved unanimously 

 

B. Treasurer's Report (5 minutes) 

No change to the treasurer’s report.  

Will copy Anil and enter in the minutes.  
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C. John Rice Upper Falls Soup Social on March 21  

Cancelled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Jeff Rifkin and Marie Jackson have contacted the 
sponsors.   

In support of the sponsors, the names will be sent to The Upper Falls News for publicity.  

Carol Stapleton stated the cost of the table rental (covered by the CDC) will be applied to the 
rescheduled date. The vendor was very flexible and will fulfil the order when the date is set.  

 

D. Request to Sponsor Feast of the Falls – Jerry Reilly 

The Feast of the Falls has been moved to The Greenway and a request for the Newton Upper Falls 
Area Council to co-sponsor.   The Greenway falls under the Newton Parks and Recreation and the 
event fee will be waived.  

The proposed date is June 21st, however the event is currently “up in the air” due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The permit process is on the docket for next month.  

If the June 21st date is postponed, the event would most likely be moved back to Hemlock George 
due to other scheduled commitments by the city and resources would be strained.  

Motion duly made by Marie Jackson for the Area Council to co-sponsor The Feast in the Falls. 

Jack Neville 2nd motion 

Proposal passed unanimously 

 

E. Appointment of Ninth Area Councilor (10 minutes) 

1. Emily Gelbert 

2. Kathaleen Brearley 

 

Both Emily Gelbert and Kathaleen Brearley expressed their desire to join the area council.  

The area council agreed both would be wonderful additions to the area council.  

Area council voted to Kathaleen Brearley as the newest member NUF Area council. 

The area council looks forward to Emily’s continued involvement and enthusiasm with all the activities in 
Newton Upper Falls.  

 

F. Update on Northland Construction Liaison Committee – City  

Deb Crossley construction liaison.  

3 Sections to highlight: 

1. Early in the process 

2. Approved advance schematic Doc 

3. Petitioner has many rounds of approval.  
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Northland Site - #133-17 / #134-17 

Council Order 

http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/100135 

Design Review Master Plan – Page 16-46 

 60 day with planning department and Urban design department.  

 Late December is an ambitious timeline 

 Early January 2021 shovel in the ground 

 Early Demolition may happen.  However with the COVID-19 virus and stock market, early 
summer is more realistic.  

 

Council Order Construction Activity (Page 23) 

 Site work 

 Could get individual permit 

 No serious earth work  

 

Construction Management Plan (Pages 33-38) 

 Parking on site 

 Truck route 

 Dust control  

 24 hour contact 

 Pre-construction survey 

Liaison Committee (Pages 39-40) 

 Not less than 2 months construction committee has to be assembled.  

 Emphasis on concerns with parking.  

 Currently construction vehicles have to park on their site and not ok to park in the 
neighborhoods.  

 

Construction Liaison Committee  

Will be comprised of the following: 

2 Northland designees 

4 Residents surrounding the site 

1 representative from Needham street Vision / Needham-Newton Chamber of Commerce 

1 Ward 5 City Councilor 

http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/86475
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/100135
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1 Ward 8 City Councilor 

Commitment to attend (monthly to quarterly) meetings through 6 months after last building is 
opened.  Unsure start of commitment included demolition phase.  

  

Discussion points:  

Newton Upper Falls resident voiced concern around demolition and if conservation commission is 
involved and the timeline for the work involving the brook and removal of hazardous materials including 
asbestos. Understanding the EPA / DPA will monitor. 

Discussion regarding the previous request for the developer to close the Oak Street egress. Question 
asked if the decision to keep the Oak Street egress open could be overturned. General understanding 
the decision would not be revisited by Mayor or Northland.  

The Newton Upper Falls historical committee member, Judy Neville stated the Northland plans, which 
included property residing within the Upper Falls historical District were not presented to their 
committee. The plans were submitted to the Newton Historic Commission.  

 

G. Discussion of Potential Resident Parking Program  

City Councilor Andreae Downs presented the current options available.  

David Koses, Chair of the Traffic Council could attend future meeting.  

1. Residential Permit Parking  

2. Hourly limit parking 

3. Hourly limit (currently up in much of the Saco-Butts-Williams area), with a permit for 
residents to overstay the limit 

Area Councilor, Jay Werb expressed the desire to take the lead on behalf of neighbors directly impacted 
off Oak Street.  The options outlined were not acceptable. Jay will invite David Koses to next Area 
Council Meeting. 

  

H. General Upper Falls News (5 minutes) 

Observation of graffiti on and around the Echo Bridge property and also on the benches along The 
Greenway.  Suggestion of using product, Goof-off to remove graffiti on Echo Bridge 

Carol Stapleton asked for specific location of benches and a work order to clean up by Newton Parks 
and Recreation would be submitted.    

I. Public Comment/Questions 

Newton Serves clean up event Schedule for April has been cancelled.  

J. Adjourn  

Meeting adjourned at 8 :31 pm  

Next meeting, April 16th 7:00 pm via Zoom  


