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Newton Upper Falls Area Council – Minutes 

DATE: October 15, 2020 

Time: 7:00 pm  

Location: Zoom meeting  

Meeting called to order: 7:04 pm 

Members in Attendance:  

Anil Adyanthaya (President) 

Jeff Riklin (Vice President) 

Susan Huffman (Treasurer) 

Patty Connolly (Secretary) 

Kathaleen Brearley 

Marie Jackson 

Jack Neville 

Jay Werb 

Carol Stapleton, Newton Parks and Recreation Manager 

Bill Humphrey, Newton City Council 

 

Public attendees: 

Emily Kaye Gilbert 

Betsy Hewitt 

Gary Miller  

Nathaniel Lichtin – Newton Highland Area Council President 

Approval of the Minutes:  

Jeff Riklin Motion to approve the 9/24/2020 NUF Area Council meeting minutes. Kathaleen Brearley 2nd 
the motion. Approved unanimously.  

Newton Upper Falls Area Council Area Council Minutes are now available on the City of Newton 
Website.  

http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/neighborhood/upper_falls/meetings.asp 

Treasurers Report: 

No change from last month 

Northland Board Order: 

Jay Werb located the following Board order on the City of Newton site. 

http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/101327  (scan, not searchable)                              
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/100135   (text, searchable) 

Nathaniel Lichten, Newton Highlands Area Council President suggested posting the link to the board 
order on the NUF Area Council web page.   Jay Werb was informed that the board order currently 
posted may not be the most current version. Jay requested that the most updated version be posted to 
the city website.  

http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/neighborhood/upper_falls/meetings.asp
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/101327
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/100135
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Gary Miller attended the Needham street construction meeting after last NUF area council meeting.  
The timeline for the Needham street construction to begin overlaps with the Northland construction 
timeline. Gary asked the state representative to communicate with the Northland to avoid construction 
vehicle movement conflicts.  The state said they are in close contact with Northland, but did not 
mitigate concerns that the projects could potentially collide.  

Discussion regarding status of Liaison Committee members and if there is still a vacant position.  City 
Councilor Humphrey stated there is still 1 opening with the Village Falls Condominium representation in 
mind.  Jack Neville said he would make a call to a Village Falls Condominium.  

 
#342-20 Appointments to the Northland Construction Liaison Committee (as of 10/12/2020) 
PRESIDENT ALBRIGHT appointing the following individuals to the Neighborhood Liaison 
Committee ... 
Ward 5 City Councilor: Councilor Deborah Crossley (Newton Highlands) 
Ward 8 City Councilor: Councilor Holly Ryan (Oak Hill Park) 
Neighborhood representative(s): Gary Miller, 16 Shawmut Park (Ward 5, Upper Falls) 
Jay Werb, 31 Williams Street (Ward 5, Upper Falls) 
Tom Friedman, 50 Verndale Road (Ward 8, Newton Highlands) 
Needham Street Commercial Community Representative, informational only: 
Sarah Gardella (Nothing Bundt Cakes) 

Parking Meters on Chestnut Street adjacent to Greenway.  

Motion made by Area councilor Vice President, Jeff Riklin to draft letter to the City of Newton Traffic 
Council to immediately remove the 7 newly installed parking meters. In addition, inquire why the 
parking meters were installed without discussion with the community and NUF Area Council.  Motion 
second by Jack Neville.  Unanimous approved by all NUF Area Council members in attendance. 

Upper Falls Greenway Pocket Park and Pettee Square Improvements 

Discussion regarding the suggested blinking light and a raised sidewalk to increase pedestrian safety.  
Current concern with false sense of security when crossing Oak Street at Greenway with the potential of 
cars making right turn onto Oak Street from Chestnut Street. In addition to the Pettee Square 
improvements the request to create a Pocket Park adjacent to the Greenway.  The Letter will be drafted 
and to include both the Pocket Park and cross walk improvements. Propose to send letter prior to the 
next NUF Area Council Meeting.  

Bobby Braceland Playground Parking 
Kathaleen Brearley asked question regarding Bracelend Parking Lot.  Carol Stapleton stated historically 
there was attempt to be regulate who was parking in the lot, but it did not go well for the neighborhood 
and the city. If there are trucks consistently parked there, please let Carol know. 

Pettee Square Improvements 
Kathaleen Brearley was wondering if the NUF Area Council wanted to make suggestions to the project 
and send to Devra Bailin.  Changes to the Pettee square would be presented to the Newton Upper Falls 
Historic committee.  Kathaleen Brearley plans to research Pettee Square history and prepare letter.   

Area Council Forum for Possible Ward 2 Special Election 
The city wide seat will be open. Nathaniel Lichten did not have details of the forum format.  Anil asked if 
there was general support.  Susan Huffman said it would be a good opportunity and would prefer to do 
it in person if possible. Discussion around safety and general feeling that zoom forum would be 
appropriate.  Jeff Riklin motioned that the Upper Falls Area Council participate in a Ward 2 special 
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election forum. Motion seconded by Susan Huffman, motion passed unanimously.  Anil will 
communicate with the other area councils that NUF Area Council is in favor of participating.  

 

Proposed Forum in collaboration with the Waban Area Council regarding Proposed Zoning changes.  

Anil asked Nathaniel if he could provide the back ground.  

The schedule for the zoning redesign is up in the air and the Zoning and Planning (ZAP) meeting is 
supposed to be putting together a new schedule and propose an outreach plan at their 10/15/2020 
meeting. 

The Waban area council discussed at their last meeting. The details were too much up in the air to 
commit.  City Councilor Deb Crossley is the chair of the Zoning and planning committee and has 
expressed interest in working with the Area Councils to discuss the zoning redesign.  The format of the 
forum and timing is currently unknown.  

Newtonville Area Council was scheduled to have councilor Baker present at their regular scheduled 
meeting, but it was postponed.  Newtonville Area Council has been taking up zoning redesign topics at 
their regular area council meetings. Newton Highlands Area Council has been reviewing the proposed 
zoning redesign considering the documents are hard to follow along and digest. Newton Highlands Area 
Council is thinking of creating one pagers to help the community understand the proposed changes.  

Jay Werb suggested the Newton Highlands, Waban and Newton Upper Falls Area Council collaborate to 
be proactive and request from the planning department provide information and commit to present 
details at a community meeting.  This would be a purposeful effort to drive the city for more community 
outreach regarding the proposed zoning changes.   

Jay Werb as looking for volunteers to be actively participate.  Anil mentioned local representation who 
may be willing actively participate. Jay suggested working with Nathaniel Lichten and Rena Getz. 

Jeff Riklin motioned that NUF Area Council support and agree to participate in a virtual forum on the 
proposed new Zoning changes proposed by the city of newton and collaborate Waban and Newton 
Highlands, and Newtonville Area Councils to support forum.  Motioned second by Susan Huffman.  
Voted 7-0 in favor of motion.  

Brian E Yates Memorial Plaque 

Mock-up has not arrived as of this meeting (10/15/2020) 

Public Comment:  

Anil was approached by Lynn Robbins a shop owner at the Echo Bridge Mall to host a ghost walk over 
the bridge, Halloween themed.   

Halloween trick or treating is not encouraged by Mayor per her communication per the October 1st 
communication.  

Newton Highlands Area Council is hosting a pumpkin war contest.  Open to all Newton residents and 
submit one entry per family.  

Newton Police Reform information meeting will be 10/28/2020.  

Will reach out to Nina Koch to see phone situation and see if Nina is able to call into the meeting.  

Motion to adjourn made by Jeff Riklin, motion 2nd by Susan Huffman.   
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Adjourned: 8:36 pm 

 

Next Meeting: 11/19/2020 

 


