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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: January 21, 2021
DATE: January 14, 2021
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review
application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

Applications
400 Beacon Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1881 Peabody and Stearns English Revival house was built for William
Richardson Dupee on land purchased from John and Joseph Woodman. Dupee worked at 590 Atlantic
Avenue in Boston and was listed in the 1884 Newton City Directory as working as a wool merchant at 115
Federal Street in Boston. The house was later owned by Mary Baker Eddy who established the Church of
Christ, Scientist in 1879. The property is individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants want to install a safety railing on the main house roof; the scope
has been reduced to areas that require access to service equipment. The materials include photos of the
mock-up; the mock-up was removed so that the approved work on the roof could start. Staff advised that
the photos would be sufficient and that the applicants did not need to reinstall the mock-up. They also
propose to replace the non-historic windows on the Gate House and to replace the slate roof in-kind. The
carriage house will have an ADA-compliant entrance. And the applicants want to repave the driveway and
parking areas with asphalt instead of chip seal.
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MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Project scope of work
Photographs

Product and material information
Elevations

Details

31 Chestnut Hill Terrace — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newton and Chestnut Hill experienced heavy development pressure in the
1920s. Several large Chestnut Hill estates were subdivided at that time, including Mrs. Henry Lee’s
property along Gatehouse Road and Beacon Street. Chestnut Hill Terrace was named Newton Street when
it was laid out in 1928; the name was changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace in 1930. The Colonial Revival house
was designed by Newton architect Albert M. Kreider and built by J.C. Crowley of Brighton in 1941. Kreider
was the architect for 358 Beacon Street, and Post war 1940s and 1950s subdivisions on Evelyn Road, Judith
Road, Mary Ellen Road and Walnut Street. The first owners of 31 Chestnut Hill Terrace were Martin W.
and Mary Newman. Martin worked as a broker at 66 Summer Street in Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners are required by code to install a railing at the rear bulkhead. The
railing system will match the one approved and installed at the back of the house. The bulkhead area is
visible from the public way between number 31 and number 37.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Details
Rendering
Site plan

95 Suffolk Road — Certificate of Appropriateness (Violation)

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1896. By 1899, Alfred P. Sherman and his wife were living
in the house. Alfred Sherman worked as a salesman in Boston; his office was at 93 Lincoln Street.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners are requesting approval of the final paint color palette that was used
on the house. The colors are somewhat darker than what was approved.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Color palette
Photographs

95 Suffolk Road - Final Project Approval

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1896. By 1899, Alfred P. Sherman and his wife were living
in the house. Alfred Sherman worked as a salesman in Boston; his office was at 93 Lincoln Street.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners are requesting that the Commission review and give a final sign-off
on the items that have been completed. This includes the work done on the house, the kitchen addition,
and the new mudroom. Hardscaping and plantings, including screening of the utility boxes, are not
completed. Note: some designs, like the mudroom, were changed multiple times. See the notes below
on which documents include the final versions.
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MATERIALS PROVIDED:

List of projects and photos of completed work

2019.07.18 approved documents for: front doors and storm doors, windows, chimney removal and
rebuilt chimney (cap approved in August 2019). Do not use the original mudroom design as it changed
multiple times; final mudroom design approved in March 2020.

2019.08.15 approved drawings for: chimney crown and cap details for rebuilt chimney, mudroom
footprint, roofline and view from Suffolk Road; final mudroom design for windows and skylights
approved in March 2020.

2019.10.16 approved drawings for rear kitchen addition.

2019.11.21 approved drawings for replacement windows.

2020.02.27 approved drawings for chimney cap for existing chimney.

2020.03.03 approved drawings for condensers.

2020.03.30 approved documents for final mudroom design for windows and skylights.

2020.10.28 approved documents for change to mudroom stair riser (work not done)

2020.08.19 approved documents for door hardware and wall-mounted lights

2020.09.17 approved documents for front porch light

2020.09.20 approved documents for shingle repair

2020.09.30 approved documents for roof replacement and new mudroom roof

12 Kingsbury Road — Working Session
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1892.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners have submitted
renderings to better show the mass and scale of the proposed additions. They would like feedback on a
project to build an addition and attached garage on the main house, to demolish the existing garage, to
build a separate unit with an attached garage, and to reconfigure the driveway to connect to the new
attached garages.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Renderings

Previously submitted landscape plan and materials

46 Chestnut Hill Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Postwar Traditional house was built by Benjamin S. Sheinwald for Alfred and
Sylvia Sheinwald. Alfred Sheinwald worked as a wholesale leather salesman in Boston.
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APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to change the previously approved chipseal driveway material
to a MassDOT formula for an asphalt mix with an aggregate finish.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Site plan
Photographs
MassDOT asphalt mix formula

12 Acacia Avenue — Working Session

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1927 Colonial Revival house was first occupied by John S. Keohane who was
the president of the J.G. Pierce company of Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner would like feedback on a project to extend the driveway and build a
garage.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map

Site plan

Photographs

Elevations

Plans

Product and material information
MHC Form B

14 Lawrence Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1899 Colonial Revival was built for Franklin and Ruth Williams; Franklin
Wiliams worked in the cotton goods business in Boston. The architecture firm was Chapman and Frazier,
and the builder was John Campbell.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to build a rear addition and to make changes to an existing
addition so that the design is more sympathetic to the original house. They also want to replace many of
the existing windows with Marvin Ultimate wood windows.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map

Site plan

Photographs

Elevations

Plans

Product and material information
MHC Form B

29 Gate House Road — Certificate of Appropriateness (Violation)

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1931 English Revival house was designed by Newton Centre architect
Hawley W. Morton and built by Sherman and Fennell. The first occupants were George Austin and Harriet
C. D’Arcy. George D’Arcy is listed in the 1932 and 1934 City Directories as working in “humidifying” in
Rhode Island.
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APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners are proposing to move the installed solar panels that are in violation
so that they are flush with the roof. The arrays will also be moved away four inches away from the roof
edge.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Before and after views
Photographs

9 Old Orchard Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This is a significant property in the district and in the City of Newton; the property
is individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The circa 1714 main house block is one of
the earliest surviving structures in Newton. In 1919, owners William H. and Dorothy G. Coburn hired
architect Joseph Everett Chandler to restore interior features and the exterior clapboards. Chandler
specialized in the Colonial Revival style and extensively studied colonial buildings in the eastern U.S. He
restored and renovated a number of important historic Massachusetts structures, including the
Mayflower House in Plymouth (1898), the Old State House (1908), the Paul Revere House (1908), and The
House of the Seven Gables in Salem (1909.) In 1930, architect Harold Field Kellogg designed the two large
wings, and attached garage.

APPLICATION PROCESS: There are two applications on the agenda. The first is to continue the review of
the paint color palette options. The owners are proposing two color palette options. One option is for the
Quincy Granite grey on the body of the house with a darker grey color (Shark Fin) for the doors, muntins,
and trim. The second option is for the color palette that matches the Paul Revere House.

The owners also want to finalize the design for the rear addition including skylights and doors, get
approval for the window restoration and the repair and replacement of damaged siding, to modify the
breezeway, and install hardscaping and landscaping.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Project description with proposed paint colors
Photographs

Drawings

Planting plan

Information about products and materials

Administrative Discussion

Minutes: The September 22" and November draft meeting minutes are included for review.
Administrative meeting: The next review of the Rules & Regulations and Design Guidelines is scheduled
for Monday, January 25™. The agenda and materials will be sent out next week.
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