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The Rand family

Rachel Rand (Bottom Right), grew up 
in Newton. 
The Scrapbook House was made for 
and given to Rachel by a family 
friend when Rachel was 8 years old, 
in 1887. 
It is quite large, measuring 16 x 10 x 3 
inches. 



First Page

First double page 

shows the front door 

and steps of an 

imaginary house. This 

page is different from 

the other pages – it is 

done in pen, ink, and 

watercolor. 



Entrance Hall 

Wallpapers have been pasted 
on the upper and lower half of 
the pages, as carpet and 
wallpaper. 



Parlor

Pasted into each room are pieces 

of furniture appropriate to the 

time period, taken from the 

furniture catalog from Berkley & 

Gay Furniture Company of Grand 

Rapids, Michigan. 



Music Room

Some of the small details in the 
house include moving doors and 
windows, as seen here. 



Living Room

The windows that open have 
images of the outside pasted 
behind them. Each room in 
the book has many layers! 



Library
This library, which we dubbed “The Washington 

Room”, has many small details, including the 

“Papers” holder, with real, tiny newspapers. 



Study

Ruth Bishop, Rachel Rand’s 
third child, gave us this book 
in 1992, when she was in her 
80s. 



The Music Room



While some of the unfinished rooms 

have names, some do not, like this 

room. Someone started to sketch out a 

piece of furniture for this room, and 

this shows part of the process of 

making a room in this house. 



Solarium 
The Solarium is a room 
that is full of plants and 
light. These pages were 
unfinished, but the 
plans were clearly very 
detailed. 



The Red Room

In Ruth’s letter, she told us a lot of 
details about the book and Rachel’s 
family, including what some of the 
names of the rooms were. 



This is another unfinished room, 
further along in the process of being 
completed.



Commode



First Bedroom

This bedroom has a moveable piece of 

furniture in it. The dresser drawers on 

the right page have tiny men’s shirts in 

them! 



Second Bedroom



Third Bedroom

In this room and others, the 
curtains are cloth! Try and 
spot them as they appear.



Night Nursery

While this room looks like it’s almost 

done, you can tell it’s not. There is no 

wallpaper on the walls, which allows 

us to see that this room is called the 

“Night Nursery”. 



Day Nursery 

Like the night nursery, this nursery is 

unfinished, and has a label in pencil 

that tells us that this room would have 

been the “day nursery”. 



Hall
It is clear with some of 
these wallpapers, like 
the one here used as 
carpet, why they were 
used. 
The design is so opulent 
that it stands out. 



Master Bedroom
This bedroom, with the king 

bed made of two twin beds, is 

so richly decorated that we 

named this bedroom as the 

master bedroom. 



Unfinished room with a hand-painted top

This room’s 
background is 
unique – the 
“wall” is hand-
painted. 



Blue Room

This bedroom got its name for obvious 

reasons. Everything is blue! We think 

that this is one of the last rooms that 

was completed. 



Sixth Bedroom



In the back of the book, there are loose 

pieces of furniture from the catalogue, 

which would have been used to 

complete the uncompleted rooms.

This book is 129 years old, and was 

played with by two generations of 

children. It is still in great condition! 


