
 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of 
Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the  
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public Facilities Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 

 
The Public Facilities Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting on 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 7:00 pm. To view this meeting using Zoom use this 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88083939805  or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the 
following Meeting ID: 880 8393 9805  
 
 
Item Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
Public Hearing  
#412-20 National Grid petition for grant of location in Pearl Street and Jackson Road 

NATIONAL GRID petition for a grant of location to install and maintain gas main in Pearl 
Street, Jackson Road, Green Street and Washburn Street as follows. This work is to 
replace cast iron mains (Ward 1) 

• 385’ +/- of 8” plastic main in Pearl Street from the existing 4” plastic main at 
Jackson Road to the existing 4” plastic main at #235 Pearl Street 

• 70’ +/- of 8” plastic main in the intersection of Green Street, Washburn Street 
and Pearl Street 

• 450’ +/- 8” of plastic main in Jackson Road from Pearl Street to the existing 6” 
steel main at #149 Jackson Road 

 
Public Hearing  
#413-20 Eversource petition for Grant of Location in Old England Road  

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install 269’+ of conduit in an 
easterly direction from new pole #329/7 located 620’+ west from Woodman Road 
(Ward 7). 
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Public Hearing  
#414-20 Verizon petition for a Grant of Location on Old England Road  

VERIZON petitioning for a grant of location to install approximately 286’ of 4” conduit 
in a westerly direction from existing pole (P.5) to pole P.7 (Ward 7). 

Public Hearing  
#415-20 Verizon petition for a Grant of Location on Old England Road  

VERIZON petitioning for a grant of location to relocate and remove poles on Old England 
Road as follows.  This petition is necessary to remove aerial cables for underground 
placement by customer request. (Ward 7)  

• Relocate pole 30/P.5 15’ +/- easterly from its existing location  
• Relocate pole 30/P.7 25’ +/- westerly from its existing location  
Remove pole 30/P.6 on the northerly side of Old England Road 

 
#305-20 Request for a main drain extension at 21 Verndale Road 

JEET SHAHANI, 21 Verndale Road, Newton, petitioning for a main drain extension and 
three manholes in VERNDALE ROAD from the property at #21 Verndale Road in a 
northerly direction a distance of 170’+. 
PETITIONER TO PAY ENTIRE COST 
Public Facilities Held on 08/10/2020 

 
#379-20 Discussion with the Commissioner of DPW regarding water usage  
 PUBLIC FACILITES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of the 

Public Works Department and the Director of Public Utilities regarding water usage fees, 
billing and patterns throughout the City regarding billing for water usage.  
 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#86-20 Ordinance amendment to increase number of units eligible for 2nd meters 
 COUNCILOR NORTON proposing an ordinance amendment to Chapter 29, Section 24(c) 

to amend the number of residential dwelling units eligible for outdoor meters from no 
more than four dwelling units to no more than twenty dwelling units.   

 Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 09/23/20 
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#422-20 CPC Recommendation to allocate $390,000 of CPA funding  

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the allocation of three 
hundred and ninety thousand dollars ($390,000) in Community Preservation Act 
Recreation funding to complete the 100% design of the Commonwealth Avenue 
Carriage Redesign.  
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#396-20 Request for updates on HVAC and ventilation at Newton Public Schools 

The President of the Council, on behalf of the City Council, requesting an update to the 
Public Facilities Committee from Commissioner Morse on current work on HVAC  and 
air quality in the Newton Public Schools at each meeting of the Public Facilities 
Committee this fall until work is complete. 

  Public Facilities Held 8-0 on 10/07/20 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Alison M. Leary, Chair 
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Project TITLE Commonwealth Avenue Parkway Re-design 

                                           Check off submitted attachments here. 

REQUIRED. 
✓  PHOTOS of existing site or resource conditions (2-3 photos may be enough) 

✓  MAP of site in relation to nearest major roads (omit if project has no site) 

Pre-proposals:  
separate 

attachments not 
required, just use 

page 3 of form.  
 

Full proposals: 
separate, 

detailed budget 
attachments 
REQUIRED. 

PROJECT FINANCES printed and as computer spreadsheets, with both uses & sources of funds 

✓  
development pro forma/capital budget: include total cost, hard vs. soft costs and 
contingencies, and project management – amount and cost of time from contractors or staff 
(in-kind contributions by existing staff must also be costed) 

 
operating/maintenance budget, projected separately for each of the next 10 years 
(CPA funds may not be used for operations or maintenance) 

✓  
non-CPA funding: commitment letters, letters of inquiry to other funders, fundraising plans, 
etc., including both cash and est. dollar value of in-kind contributions 

✓  
purchasing of goods & services: briefly summarize sponsor’s understanding of applicable 
state statutes and City policies 

REQUIRED  
for all full 
proposals. 

SPONSOR FINANCES & QUALIFICATIONS, INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT 

✓  
for sponsoring department or organization, most recent annual operating budget (revenue 
& expenses) & financial statement (assets & liabilities); each must include both public (City) 
and private resources (“friends” organizations, fundraising, etc.) 

✓  for project manager: relevant training & track record of managing similar projects 

REQUIRED for  
all full proposals 

involving City 
govt., incl. land 

acquisition. 

✓  
CAPITAL  

IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
current listing/ranking & risk factors for this project 

✓  
COVER  
LETTER 

from head of City department, board or commission confirming: current 
custody, or willingness to accept custody, of the resource and commitment 
of staff time for project management 

REQUIRED  
for all full 
proposals 
involving  

real estate  
acquisition, 

construction or 
other building/ 

landscape 
improvements. 

 

SITE CONTROL, VALUE & DEED RESTRICTIONS 

NA City Agreement to a permanent deed restriction for affordability and public recreational use 

ZONING & PERMITTING 

NA short email confirming review by the Development Review Team (DRT) 

NA 
brief property history: at least the last 30 years of ownership & use (ask CPC staff for 
assistance with sources) 

NA environmental mitigation plans: incl. lead paint, asbestos, underground tanks 

NA 
zoning relief and permits required:  incl. parking waivers, demolition or building permits, 
comprehensive permit or special permit 

NA 
other approvals required: Newton Conservation Commission, Newton Historical Commission, 
Newton Commission on Disabilities, Massachusetts Historical Commission, Massachusetts 
Architectural Access Board, etc.  

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 

NA professional design & cost estimates: include site plan, floor plans & elevations  

NA materials & finishes; highlight “green” or sustainable features & materials 

OPTIONAL for 
all proposals. 

✓  LETTERS of SUPPORT from Newton residents, organizations, or businesses 
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Expenses
Concept Design $47,900
25% Design $200,000
Final Design $390,000

 Public Hearing $12,900
 75% submission $101,500
 100% submission $45,900
 ROW $31,000
 Geotech design $2,500
 PS&E submission $27,000
 Construction engineering $33,600
 25% modifications $79,800
 Direct Expense (printing/Travel) $1,800
 Direct Expense (Landscaping) $44,000
 Direct Expense (Borings/Pavement Cores) $10,000

Construction $4,590,000
 Roadway Construction $2,250,000
 Traffic Equipment $350,000
 Landscaping $675,000
 Design Contingency 30% $982,500
 Temporary Traffic Control $327,500

Staff Time (~300 hours) $22,500
Total $5,250,400

Sources of Funds
City of Newton & Solomon Foundation (Concept Design) Confirmed $47,900 
City of Newton (25% Design) Confirmed $200,000 
CPA Funding (Final Design) Requested $390,000 
MassDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian Program (Construction) Confirmed $4,590,000 
City of Newton Staff Time $22,500 
Total $5,227,900

Project Capital Budget

Project Finances, Capital Budget 422-20



CALC'D BY: KS DATE: 11/5/2019 CITY: Newton

CHK'D BY: DN DATE: 11/7/2019 PROJECT: Newton Carriageway

Roadway Construction Cost $2,250,000
Traffic Equipment Cost $350,000

Landscaping Cost $675,000

Project Subtotal $3,275,000

Design Contingency 30% $982,500
Temporary Traffic Control 10% $327,500

Total Project Cost 4,585,000

SAY 4,590,000

SUMMARY OF COSTS

1

Construction Cost Estimate, Concept Phase 422-20



ORDERED: 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

December 16, 2019 

#419-19 

That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Public Facilities and the Finance 

Committees through their respective Chairs Deborah J. Crossley and Leonard J. Gentile, the sum 

of two hundred thousand dollars to be appropriated from Free Cash, be and is hereby appropriated, 

granted, and expenditure authorized for the design/engineering of the Commonwealth Avenue 

Carriageway Greening Improvements 

FROM: 

TO: 

City Clerk 

Free Cash 
{0001-3498) ..................................................... $200,000 

Comm Ave Greening Improvements-Undistributed 
(7528R114-579500) ........................................ $200,000 

(SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
Mayor 

Date: 

Project Finances
422-20



Project Finances/ Purchasing of Goods and Services 

The City of Newton Purchasing Department oversees all procurements for the City of Newton, 

including construction services. The mission of the Purchasing Department is to ensure that the 

supplies, equipment and services required for the functioning of municipal departments are 

delivered on a timely basis, at the best price and in compliance with applicable regulations. The 

Purchasing Department will issue the procurement for construction services for this project, 

consistent with all state laws and regulations including Chapter 30B. 

Project Finances 422-20



Sponsor Finances & Qualifications, Institutional Support 

Annual Operating Budget 

The City of Newton’s FY21 budget for the Planning Department can be found at: 

http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/103620 . A copy is 
attached for convenience.

Project Manager 

Nicole Freedman, the City of Newton’s Director of Transportation Planning, reporting to the Mayor, 
Chief Operating Officer and Director of Planning and Development, will provide project management 
and oversight for this project.  Nicole has worked for 13 years in senior leadership positions in 
transportation in government settings and has been at the forefront of bicycle and pedestrian design 
and infrastructure since 2008. She was the City’s first Director of Bicycle Programs for the City of Boston, 
where she oversaw the construction of 90 miles of bike lanes, launched one of the first bike share 
programs in the United States and installed more than 1500 bicycle racks.  During Nicole’s tenure and 
with strong support from the Mayor, Boston was transformed from the worst cycling city in the country 
to a top- ranked, nationally recognized city.  Prior to coming to the City of Newton, Nicole served as the 
Chief of Active Transportation for the City of Seattle. 

Capital Improvement Plan 
The Commonwealth Avenue Carriageway Redesign Project is listed in the City of Newton’s Supplemental 
Capital Improvement Plan, FY2021-FY2025.  The project is listed as the 32nd priority with a priority factor 
of 53.3. Risk factors are not provided. The biggest challenge with this project is coordinating with 
MassDOT regarding the timing and design of their Project 110980 Newton-Weston-Bridge Rehabilitation 
South Avenue (Rt. 30) over the Charles River, which abuts our project.  To ensure smooth coordination, 
the City has: contracted with the same design consultant MassDOT used by MassDOT and meets with 
MassDOT when needed.  Additionally, MassDOT has demonstrated its commitment to our project by 
providing construction funding for our project.  The City is working to ensure that the project can be 
implemented successfully in the event of a delayed bridge project; likewise the bridge project will be 
able to proceed if the Carriageway Project is delayed. 

Cover Letter 

See page 1 of attachment, Letter from Mayor Ruthanne Fuller.

Sponsor Finances & Qualificactions
422-20
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10 Laurel Avenue, Suite 200, Wellesley, MA 02481  

mobile: 617.875.6861 | office: 781.431.1440  
herbnolan@solomonfoundation.org  
www.solomonfoundation.org

June, 26 2020 

Dear Community Preservation Program Review Committee, 

I am writing on behalf of the Solomon Foundation in support of the City of Newton's application for 
funding to the Commonwealth Avenue Carriageway Redesign project. 

Since 2005, the Solomon Foundation has worked to support the creation of parks and greenways in the 
greater Boston area. Our work started downtown in the Charles River Basin, and over the years we've 
worked to expand the greenway along the Charles River and around the region. The continuation of the 
Blue Heron trail along the Charles River in Newton has long been planned and sought after. The 
Commonwealth Ave. Carriageway Redesign is a critical link to make accessible riverfront cut off by 
construction of the interstate highway system. The Commonwealth Ave. carriageway in Newton is a 
beloved greenway enjoyed year-round by runners, cyclists, walkers, and marathon enthusiasts. While 
much of the Carriageway provides a protected, low-stress, tree-canopied route, the western most 
section was reconfigured mid-century and the greenway was removed.  

For over two years, we've been working closely with Auburndale neighbors and the Riverside Greenway 
Working Group, on planning and design for the network of trails and connections in the  Riverside area. In 2018, 
the Foundation learned that MassDOT was finalizing designs to replace the Route 30 Bridge over the Charles 
River between Weston and Newton complete with a shared use path along the bridge that would connect to 
Norumbega Road and Weston’s waterfront along the Charles River. Construction staging for Charles River 
Bridge replacement would necessitate temporary roadway changes in Newton on Commonwealth Ave. We also 
learned that Weston was working to complete  designs for a 3.75 mile shared use path along Route 30 to the 
west, connecting to the bridge over the  Charles River.   

We saw the opportunity for Newton to transform this dangerous stretch of Commonwealth Ave. into a beautiful 
greenway. We immediately saw the benefit of enhancing the western gateway to Newton. And this critical link 
and Carriageway improvement from Lyons Field to the River can be done in tandem with MassDOT’s Route 30 
Charles River bridge replacement project.  

The Solomon  Foundation took an early interest in the early visioning behind this project by connecting 
MassDOT, the DCR, the City of Newton and the Riverside Greenway Working Group.  We presented the idea of 
an improved Carriageway in the proposed segment between Lyons Field and the Charles River as a critical 
segment that lay at the nexus of numerous trail connections – the Charles River Path to the north, the Riverside 
Greenway trail network to the south, and to the planned Rt 30 Shared-Use Path from the Newton border 
west to the Natick border through Weston. 

In the winter of 2019, we joined a public presentation at the Newton library about the greenway 
network. Despite it being a wet, cold, dark evening in January, the room was overflowing, and we've 
never heard such overwhelmingly positive support for a project. At the public meeting focus on the  
Carriageway redesign, we were again heartened by the positive community feedback. 

Since then your neighboring communities from Wellesley, to Natick, to Wayland to Framingham have all looked 
to Newton and Weston's leadership on the Rt. 30 Greenway extension that will create a safe, comfortable 

422-20
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greenway for recreation and active transportation. We are routinely approached with questions from your 
neighbors about how they can follow in your footsteps with their own similar projects. 

Since it this project must be coordinated with MassDOT's project, it is extremely time-sensitive. As 
outlined in the proposal, MassDOT is reconstructing the Auburn Street intersection as part of the Charles River 
Bridge reconstruction, which is already planned and scheduled for construction. Newton has shown incredible 
leadership working quickly to do the preliminary design work and applying for TIP funding in a year to catch up 
with MassDOT's work. The CPP funds will allow Newton to complete the design work necessary to be able to 
receive $5,000,000 in TIP funds for construction. In our fifteen years of greenways projects, this is some of the 
greatest leverage we've seen on an initial municipal investment of $20,000 for design and on our seed grant 
dollars. We hope that the CPP will be able to fund the remaining design work needed to unlock the TIP funding. 

Sincerely, 

Herb Nolan 

CC: Nicole Freedman, Director of Transportation Planning, Jennifer Steel

422-20



Riverside Greenway Working Group 
91 Cornell St 

Newton, MA 02462-132 
(617) 680-5278 

https://riversidegreenwayma.wildapricot.org/ 

To the Newton Community Preservation Commission 

26 June 2020 

I am writing in support of the City of Newton Planning Department’s Application for funding for 
100% Design of the Commonwealth Ave Greenway from Lyons Field to the Route 30 Bridge. 

This application for $370,000 will move the current 25% design to construction-ready 
documents to leverage of a multimillion allocation of funds by the Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation, State Transportation Improvement Program.  

This Greenway will be an essential component of the larger Riverside Greenway project with 
which you are familiar, having funded the Pigeon Hill Trail Design.  

The Riverside Greenway Working Group encourages the CPC to fully fund this application. 

With highest regards. 

Ted Chapman. 
Project Manager 
Riverside Greenway Working Group 
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Nicole Freedman 
City of Newton 

Director of Transportation Planning 
Nfreedman@newtonma.gov 

617-879-8148

Commonwealth Avenue 
Carriageway Redesign  

Reconstruct Carriageway
• Lyons Field to E of Auburn Street/ Marriott Driveway
• Eliminate excess roadway
• Create separate space for people and bikes
• Move vehicles to Commonwealth Ave
• Enhance crossings

Links together trail network
• Connects to ongoing MassDOT, DCR and local trail projects

Leverages $5+ million MassDOT funds
• MassDOT has committed $5.9M to construction, FY25

Request $390,000  for final design

Summary 

422-20



Riverside Greenway Working 
Group 
Vision: create a seamless biking and walking connection 
between Newton, Weston, and Wellesley increasing access 
to greenspace, trails, and other recreation opportunities 

 
Solomon Foundation 

Partners 

MassDOT  
• Route 30 bridge project 
• Weston Route 30 reconstruction 
• Laselle boathouse bridge reconstruction 

 

DCR 
 

Related Projects 

 Rt 30 Weston – MassDOT 
 Rt 30 Bridge, MassDOT 
 Newton Carriageway 
 DCR/ Mark Development Riverside Greenway 
 DCR Charles River 
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Project Area 

Existing Conditions 
Marriott to Woodbine Street 

422-20



 

 

Existing Conditions  
Woodbine Street to Islington Road 

Existing Conditions  
Islington Road to  Ash Street  

422-20



Concept  
Marriott to Woodbine Street 

 

 

Concept 
Woodbine Street to Islington Road 

422-20



 

 

Concept 
Islington Road to Ash Street  

 

 

Existing Conditions 
Islington Road to Ash Street  
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Proposed Concept #1 
Islington Road to Ash Street  

Concept Design     Complete 

25% design     Fall 2020 

Final Design     2023 

Construction     2025 

 

 

 

Timeline and Next Steps 
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Level One 
• Level Two 

• Level Three 

Your Title Here. 

Questions? 

Nicole Freedman 
City of Newton 

Director of Transportation Planning 
Nfreedman@newtonma.gov 

617-879-8148 

Existing Conditions  
Marriott to Woodbine Street 
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Existing Conditions  
Woodbine Street to Islington Road 

Existing Conditions  
Islington Road to  Ash Street  
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Proposed Concept 
Marriott to Woodbine Street 

 

 

Proposed Concept  
Woodbine Street to Islington Road 
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Proposed Concept #1  
Islington Road to Ash Street  
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