
Newton Council on Aging and Advisory Board Meeting 

Tuesday October 27, 2015 

Newton Senior Center 

345 Walnut St., Newtonville MA 002460 

 

Present: C. Rose, N. Krasner, J. Picard, E. Picard, T. Shoemaker, H. Haywood, E. Wade, D. Murphy, B. 

Dugan, J. Norstrand, E. Lorant, JE Effron, CA Shea, N. Brown, D. Sostek, M. Knapp 

Notified:  E. Rosenbaum, N. Scammon, S. Paley, H. Gunner, A. Cooper, A. Hoffman 

Staff Notified: J. Colino, Director NSS  

 

I.  Call to Order at 7:35 p.m. by M. Knapp 

A. Welcome/Minutes Approval/Introductions 

 

II.  Age-friendly/Llivable community strategy meeting:   

A. Mayor's office enthusiastically endorsed an age-friendly/livable Newton concept. 

B. Mayor’s office drafted a letter for Newton to join AARP age-friendly/livable Newton. Leaders are 

suggested to be Jayne Colino and Debra Youngbood, new Director of Health & Human Services.  

i. J. Colino and M. Knapp  will review the letter and give feedback to the Mayor’ office. 

ii. Next age-friendly/ livable strategy group meeting December 2, 2015, 1:00 – 3:00. 

III. Newton Leads 2040  

A. The mayor has announced a new initiative to begin planning for the next 25 years.  

 

IV. Membership Report:  

A. None; pending appointments waiting for someone to be hired who will oversees boards. 

 

V. Springwell Report: none 

 

VI. Senior Citizens Fund Report:  fundraising letter is being drafted. 

 

VII. Working groups: Housing  

A. Housing- Group meeting next Monday, 11/2/2015 

B. Housing Criteria approved by Planning Dept. Criteria to be docketed for presentation to the BOA. 

 

VIII.  Other Business 

A. Library Series on Housing at the Library 

i. Panel on housing design, renovations and financing was well attended 

 



iii. People  concerned about how to afford housing.  Market rates seem  

beyond the middle class. While trying to figure out next steps, some people  

seem to find it hard to absorb the presented information.  

iv.  Surprise was expressed at sale of Mishkan Tifila land to B.C. and not to the city. It is 

possible that the city couldn't respond quickly enough to negotiate for the land.  

A. Ward 1 & 3 Panel on Housing. 

i. H. Haywood and M. Knapp were on a panel sponsored by Ward 1 and Ward 3 democratic 

committees. J. Freas, Newton, acting Director of Planning talked about the city’s plans; H. 

Haywood talked about housing for families and children; M. Knapp talked about housing for 

seniors.  (M. Knapp distributed two one-page summaries: one on Elevator Buildings and one 

on the distinction between “housing for seniors” and “senior housing.” 

 

ii. The city is short about 2000 units for seniors who may want to live in an elevator building.  

iii. “senior housing” (independent living; 55+ housing; assisted living) all requirements and 

possibly age restrictions.  

iv. Howard spoke about how the rules change with public money.  Also, that the city never 

checks with the Newton Housing Authority for rules and regulations.   

v. Alderman need to be clear what they mean when they talk about senior 

housing.  Different age groups of seniors want and may need different types of housing.  It 

was suggested that Marian consider timing for sending out any papers to the alderman, 

particularly as pertaining to Austin St. project.   

vi. We need housing for seniors who may or may not need special services.  

vi. The good news is senior issues are now being discussed. 

 

IX. Legislative Report: none 

 

X. Old/New business: 

   A.  Next library series (and the last one) is Nov. 9th @ Newton Free Library 

   B. Candidates meetings coming up 10/29. 

   C. Land Use Committee meeting on 10/29, people are encouraged to attend. 

   D. November 11 is Veteran's Day and there will be ceremonies at Post 440.  Honorees will include 

veterans from WW II up to now.  There will be a moment of silence at 11/11 on the 11th 

minute.  There will be various speeches. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Carol Rose 


