
Newton Council on Aging Advisory Board Meeting 

Tuesday September 29, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 

Newton Senior Center 

345 Walnut Street Newtonville MA 02460 

 

Attendance: Eric Rosenbaum, Joyce Picard, Ernest Picard, Ellen 

Wade, Chryse Gibson, Nancy Scammon, Carol Ann Shea, Susan 

Paley, Jo-Edith Heffron, Nancy Brown, Diane Sostek, Donna 

Murphy, Marian Knapp  
 

Excused: Howard Haywood, Audrey Cooper, Holly Gunner, Naomi 

Krasner, E. Dugan, Ena Lorant 

 

Staff: Jayne Colino, Director 

Visitor: Gloria Michelson,  
 

Chair /Director’s report: 

1. Marian welcomed everyone.  Minutes from May meeting were 

approved. 

2. Marian presented Age-friendly and livable community 

paradigm and emphasized the three parts we are working 

on:  transportation, housing, and community engagement.  
 

 Also reviewed 14-15 accomplishments towards our strategic 

goals:      (see attached presentation) 

 -Financial stability. 

 -ID population needs. 

 -Advocate for seniors and families. 

 -Build partnerships and bridges.   

 -Improve community awareness 

         -Ensure and improve access to programs and services 

 -Effective marketing 

 -Creating new programs 



  

 

   Age Friendly Livable Community Strategy Group- Marian 

reported on their summer meeting.  She spoke about the draft letter 

of application to the AARP/WHO network that had been sent to the 

Mayor.  The next strategy group meeting will be on October 14 

from noon to 2:00 p.m.  At the meeting they will talk about next 

steps. 

 Donna spoke about the age-friendly initiatives of Ireland and 

Wales.  Ireland added a ninth category (to the eight)- safety.  Age-

Friendly Ireland does not  have to be independent of the government 

because the government wants to be an age-friendly country.   

       Marian would like to docket a presentation to the  

BOA and include Donna's information on initiatives of other 

countries. 
 

Take note on the city's website of the posting of the first and second 

parts of Barry Bluestone's reports of Newton demographic trends 

and projections for housing which corroborates with the data from 

our UMASSassessment. 

http://www.newtonma.gov/documents/exec/BluestoneDemographic

sFinal.pdf  and 

http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/68994.   

 

There will be a housing strategy meeting on October 1 at NNHS at 

6:30 to report out on some of the initial findings from the Housing 

Strategy Consultant RDK recently hired by the City.  
 

1. Membership report:  No report because there are no official 

appointments or reappointments until the position that oversees 

boards and commission appointments has been filled. 

2. No Springwell report because Adele Hoffman is still in 

rehab.  Ernie said he was able to refer two of his SHINE clients 

to Springwell where they were able to receive needed services. 

http://www.newtonma.gov/documents/exec/BluestoneDemographicsFinal.pdf
http://www.newtonma.gov/documents/exec/BluestoneDemographicsFinal.pdf
http://www.newtonma.gov/documents/exec/BluestoneDemographicsFinal.pdf
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/68994


3. Senior Citizens Fund is gearing up for their fall fund raising 

campaign.  The fund supports many individual emergency 

situations and building and program needs 

4. Working Group Reports:   

Housing- Marian and Donna Murphy met with James 

Freas, Interim Planning Director, who was very positive about 

using the Age Friendly Housing Criteria that the Housing 

Group developed and suggested that said document get 

docketed for a presentation with the Board Of Aldermen and 

presented to department heads.  Chryse suggested including 

others who would be interested in being kept abreast of what 

Housing is working on. 

        Transportation- A transportation strategy consulting                   

firm Nelson/Nygaard has been hired by the City to help create 

a comprehensive transportation plan.  

STRAITS (senior transportation resource advice, information, 

technology support) program that Newton is collaborating with 

Brookline on with DOT funding has hired a program director 

and will officially begin recruiting volunteers to implement the 

program.  Next Charlie Card date is 12-2. 

 Engagement- Great Boston Alzheimer's Walk this past 

Sunday  and the NSC team did an inspirational 3.5 mile 

walk.  Fundraising continued at Newtonville Day.  Veteran's 

Taxi donated the transportation for the team.  
 

5. Old/New Business-Austin St. project- BOA voting before 

12/31, need 16 out of 24 votes. Next hearing October 6 in front 

of land use committee focusing on transportation and interim 

parking plans.  

         
 

NSC is having new floors installed in the basement. A new 

type of Epoxy flooring will be poured and programs will be 



disrupted for approx.4 weeks.  Plans have been made for 

programs/services to be moved to other locations in the 

building. 
  

 

Caregivers support group starting.  

 

Clutter information drop-in session on Oct. 5. 
 

Library Series:  10/14 @ 6:30 Affording/Adapting your  

housing. 11/9 @ 7:00 Transportation options to stay engaged 

 

Meeting closed at 9:20 p.m. 

 

Submitted by Carol Rose 

 

  
 


