
Newton Council on Aging and Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, May 26, 2015 
7:30 p.m. 
Newton Senior Center 
345 Walnut Street Newtonville MA 02460 
 
Attendance:  E. Rosenberg, N. Krasner, E. Picard, C. Gibson, J. Norstrand, E. Lorant, CA Shea, 
N. Brown, JE Heffron, D. Sostek, H. Heywood, D. Murphy, N. Scammon, , B. Dugan, J. Picard, 
C. Rose, M Knapp, President NCOA, Jayne Colino, Director NSC 
 
Notified: E. Wade, A. Hoffman, A. Cooper, T. Shoemaker, H. Gunner, S. Paley 
 
1. Welcome/ Call to Order/ Approval of Minutes/ Introductions 
  Minutes were approved. 
 
2.  Chair's/Director's Report 
 - Age-friendly livable communities committee will be meeting in early June.  The mayor 
has received a summary looking for suggestions or see if there was someone he wanted to 
include on the committee.  They will speak with Dori Zaleznik about the process.  The Mayor's 
office is looking to establish benchmarks to measure how services and interventions are 
impacting a persons ability to achieve financial self sufficiency and wanting to include age 
related benchmarks so this  process will fit with other city plans.  We will look  into 
understanding benchmarks better.   
 - Elder Economic Security Index exists for each county.  To what extent do services 
provided by the senior center help close the income gap?  One of the interesting things about 
benchmarking is understanding before it happens as oppose to after it happens.  This is of 
interest because it helps anticipate issues and set up services to avoid crisis management. 
 
 - June dinner meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 23 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
3.    Austin St. report by Chryse Gibson 
 Jayne asked the board to listen to the presentation using the housing criteria 
recommendation draft to determine if the plan serves the city's seniors and to think of this 
presentation as an advocate for senior related needs.  
 Chryse is on the NCOA Advisory Board and has an extensive background in 
housing.  She was guided by the data we now have from our needs assessment and the WHO 
Guiding Principles.  She spoke about the unique location of Austin St. in the city for a dense 
housing site. 
 
Oak Tree is half of Austin St. partners, the other half is Dinosaur Capital.  Oak Tree runs a 
sustainable operation in Maine called GreenStaxx.  All the modular building is done with design 
and economy of scales advantages.  Details of the development were viewed with explanation. 
 
Pricing was discussed and compared to other housing in the area.  70% of affordable spaces will 
be set aside in the lottery for units for current Newton residents.  
 



After the presentation was completed and further discussion the group voted unanimously to 
send a letter of support for the Austin St. petition for a special permit, referring to the criteria we 
are developing.  It will be read at the Aldermanic Chambers on June 2 at 7:00 p.m at the Land 
Use Committee public hearing.  Concern was expressed about pricing and its importance to 
seniors to keep pricing affordable and predictable which caused one person to abstain from 
voting.  Caveat- we will continue to discuss issues of cost for seniors who are living on fixed 
incomes.  Marian will speak to the notified absent Advisory Board and COA members to see if 
they want to support the petition.  She will draft a statement to get feedback to prepare the letter 
for presentation to the land use committee at their meeting on June 2. 
 
 
4.  Donna spoke about the housing document and have sent it out to city employees for 
comment.  She asked the Mayor, Dori, and James Freas who else should view the document 
before it's finalized. 
 
5.  Nominating slate:  Diane Sostek Vice Chair, Nancy Brown Treasurer, Carol Rose, Clerk 
Secretary. Slate accepted as presented 
 
6.  Take note of the older driver Saftey Summit June 16 7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  Highly 
recommended.  Jayne is one of the panels talking about models for transportation and mobility. 
 
7.  Jayne, Diane, Ilana and Sandy Lopes are attending a cultural competency training offere by 
MCOA to ensure that the NSC is welcoming for all. 
 
 
8.  Formula grant likely to get an increase that will translate to approximately an additional $20k 
to Newton.  Make sure to thank your Reps and Senator. 
 
9.  Sylvia Goldberg made a $25K donation which will be used to support the materials for the 
new Marketing Position. 
 
10.  Jayne will attend the White House Conference on Aging Listening Session in Boston this 
week. 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:25 p.m. 
Submitted by Carol Rose 
 
 


