
Newton Council on Aging and Advisory Board Meeting 
Tuesday February 24, 2015 
Newton Senior Center 
345 Walnut St., Newtonville,  MA 02460 
 
Attendance: H. Gunner, D. Murphy, E. Picard, D. Sostek, N. Krasner, N. Brown, CA Shea, B. Dugan, N. 
Scammon, C. Gibson, H. Haywood, C. Rose, M. Knapp  

Staff: J. Colino, Director, Newton Department of Senior Services 
Notified:  E. Rosenbaum, A. Hoffman, JE Hefron, A. Cooper, S. Paley, J. Picard, E. Wade 
 
I. Welcome/Call to Order/Minutes Approval/Introductions 
      A. M. Knapp called meeting to order, minutes approved 
     B.  Cards sent around for get well to Adele Hoffman and condolence for Alice Bailey 
 
II.  Director's Report 
     A. Hiring process: Entire new team is on board. 
    1. Emily Kuhl, Case Manager with senior service background. 
    2. Sandy Lopes, Case Manager with housing stabilization and benefits background. 
    3. Ilana Levine, Program Coordinator. 
   4.  Outreach/volunteer position in the works. 
 
      B.  Age-Friendly Livable Community 

- Marian hopes to set the stage for A-F/LC in her articles in the Newton Tab. 
- Mayor looking at transportation in master planning process.  H. Gunner attended a meeting 

where he talked about strategic & long-range planning for the city. 
- Part of benchmarking will include visiting other senior centers. 
- Our suggested Items for the mayor's strategic plan:  senior center, transportation, housing, 

zoning reform (that includes a senior voice), access to health care, easy access to necessary 
amenities, parks and rec programs.  We should draft a letter to send to the mayor. We will 
circulate a draft letter to all COA/AB members for comments.  

- M. Knapp & D. Sostek attended the MA Council on Aging Meeting on A-F/Livability.  "Livable 
communities for all ages". WHO and AARP are working together. 

-  Emily Shea, Boston Elderly Commission is rolling out A-F in Boston.  
- Kara Cohen, AARP said communities can join their network ( with WHO) through AARP.  
- Bring elected leaders along by guiding them through process & acknowledge current work.  
- Jayne sent out email about the Age-Friendly Civic Academy in Boston this weekend.  
-  Senior centers and COA's leading the age-friendly drives.  Western MA is working regionally. 
- Handouts were circulated. AARP has great resources. 

 
C. City and other  Budget Processes 



1. Brookline is applying for grant to organize a project for “transportation buddy” and we 
      will join them with the grant and process.  

2. Budget process in full swing.  Both the city budget and CDBG are in process simultaneously. 
It is likely that CDBG funds will be decreased from last year’s amount.   

 
D.  Membership is slow because staff person who oversees boards and commissions at city hall 
resigned.   
 
E. Springwell:  Report next month. 

 
F. Senior Citizens Fund of Newton: Raised $15,000 and still open. 
 
G.   Working Groups: 
    1. Housing:  

a. D. Murphy spoke about housing data.  The Housing Group shared a draft of an extensive 
booklet on Newton housing for older people. Group is deciding how to format the Housing 
Guide.  Once this is completed there will be a campaign to distribute it.   
   b. Howard reported on the housing meeting last night.  People were encouraged to 
      go to housing meetings to make sure that the "no's" aren't the only ones who show up.   
2.  Community Engagement: 
    - Senior Prom –save the date May 14th the theme will be An Evening in Paris. 
     - Yale Ballroom Dance Team, March 10, 1:00-2:30pm, Post 440, Parks &Rec, & NSC. 
     - Spring Fling @ NNHS March 28 from noon-3:00, sign up through NSC front desk.       
      Diane could use help with registration at the front desk. 

 
H.   Other: Newsletter out tomorrow.   

- An 8-week series on brain wellness begins March 4th ($50 and 20 person minimum). 
- Older Driver Safety Summit will be held at UMASS Boston 6-16 $35 for retirees and 

students, $75 for others.  Panel includes Jayne and Stephanie Pollack, the newly appointed 
State Secretary  of Transportation.  

- Reminder about Tufts HP Foundation and the Boston Foundation conference on Age-
Friendly Communities ,  March 18, 1-6, Westin/Waltham,  

- Mass Gerontology Association holding a session to prepare for Whitehouse Conference on 
Aging.  May 1 @ UMASS from 9-2. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:49 p.m. 
Submitted by Carol Rose, Secretary 


