
TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 
RE: 

City of Newton 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Community Preservation Committee 

MEMORANDUM 

Honorable Board of Aldermen 
Community Preservation Committee 
31 March 2004 
CPC Recommendation for CPA Funding 

PROJECT TITLE: WEST NEWTON COMMON IRRIGA nON 
CPA PROJECT ID: CPA-FY04- 8 
CPA CATEGORY: Recreation 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The applicant, Newton Parks and Recreation Department, requests $65,968 to install an irrigation system at West Newton 
Common which is a site that includes an athletic field that is used by Newton North High School, Babe Ruth Baseball, 
and Newton Youth Soccer. The CPA funding request would cover the cost of the project in total. 

FINDINGS 
Community Preservation Act 
This proposal meets the criteria established under MGL c.44B for the following reasons: 
1. West Newton Common complies with the definition of recreational use under §2 which includes, but is not limited to 

" ... the use of land as an athletic field ... " 
2. The project complies with §5(b )(2), which allows the CPA to fund the preservation of land for recreational use. This 

project would install a new irrigation system which, in combination with improved regular maintenance, would 
protect the turf surface of the field (when turf is healthy it can withstand more use and provide a safer play surface). 

Newton Community Preservation Plan 
Overarclting Goals 
1. Contribute to the preservation of Newton's unique character, boost the vitality of the 
community and enhance the quality of life for its residents. 
2. Serve more than one CPA category. 
3. Demonstrate the highest cost/benefit value relative to other proposals. 
4. Leverage other public and/or private funds. 
5. Preserve a resource or opportunity that would otherwise be lost. 
6. Create incentives for other private projects to occur. 
7. Show that a project is the most reasonable available option to achieve the objective. 
8. Demonstrate strong community support. 
9. Serve to equitably distribute CPA funds throughout the City. 

Additional comments on selected goals: 

Yes 

No 
See below 
Yes, see below 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
See below 
See below 

Goal #3: Projects received during the November funding round included a high CPA cost of $375,000 and a low CPA 
cost of $2,000. The CPA cost for this project $65,968. The relative benefit for this project is to protect the field's turf to 
preserve the field as a recreation facility. 
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Goal #4: According to the Parks and Recreation Department, this funding request leverages $4,000 per year in City 
funds for annual maintenance costs. The Parks and Recreation Department will obtain a confirmation of this in writing 
from the Executive Office. 

Goal #8: The Ward Aldermen and the Alderman At Large for Ward 3 have expressed support for using CPA funds for 
this project. No opposition has been expressed. 

Goal #9: The November round of applications includes funding requests for projects in Nonantum, Newtonville, Upper 
Falls, Newton Corner, West Newton, Newton Center, Chestnut Hill, and Newton Highlands; this project is located in 
West Newton. 

Recreation Goals 
1. Address the needs targeted in the Recreation and Open Space Plan and take advantage of other Yes, see below 
0ppOliunities to meet the recreation needs of the residents of the City. 
2. Meet the recreation needs of the greatest number of residents possible. See below 
3. Meet the greatest variety of recreation needs possible. No 
4. Serve passive as well as active uses. Finding ways to balance the range of recreational Yes, see below 
opportunities and serve the diverse recreation needs of the community is a priority of the CPC. 
5. Preserve sight lines consistent with open space .... Decisions about scale and placement NA 
should be made with the objective of enhancing or enabling open views. 
6. Access for disabled residents should be included in plans wherever possible. No 

Additional comments on selected goals: 

Goal # 1: This project addresses the general need for irrigation of fields listed in the Recreation and Open Space plan. 

Goal #2: This field is actively used by Newton North High School, Babe Ruth Baseball, Newton Youth Soccer, and 
Newton Girls Soccer. The field also serves the neighborhood for both passive and active recreation activities. 

Goal #4: Although field is primarily intended to serve active recreation uses, it also enables passive recreation for the 
community where people come to picnic, walk dogs, fly kites, etc. In addition, the West Newton Common has been home 
to the Arts in the Parks Summer Concerts for the past two years. 

CPC RECOMMENDATION 
The proposal is consistent with the CPA criteria and many of the Plan's goals, as described above. Therefore, the 
Community Preservation Committee voted unanimously to recommend funding this application to install an irrigation 
system to preserve the existing recreational ballfield at West Newton Common by appropriating and transferring the sum 
of Sixty-Five Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty Eight Dollars ($65,968) from the Community Preservation Unreserved 
Funds, to be expended under the direction and control of the Director of Parks and Recreation for purpose~ of funding 
costs for installing a drilled well and pump irrigation system at the West Newton Common as detailed in the application 
(submitted on 1 November 2003). 
1. Work shall commence no later than 31 December 2004 and shall be completed no later than 31 December 2005 or 

such other date(s) as may be approved in writing by the Director of Planning and Development. In the event of 
failure to meet the project start or completion dates as stated herein or as approved by the Director of Planning and 
Development, any remaining funds in the project account shall be returned to the Newton Community Preservation 
Fund. 

2. If, after drilling a test pit, insufficient water is found, then the remainder of the funding shall be returned to the 
Newton Community Preservation Fund. 

3. Any portion of the grant not used for the purposes stated herein shall be returned to the Newton Community 
Preservation Fund. 



City of Newton 

Mayor 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
Fran Towle, Commissioner 

70 Crescent St. 
Newton, MA 02466 

Tel: (617) 796-1500 Fax: (617) 796-1512 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUNDING 
Informational Response for CPC Working 

Meeting of 02/25104 

Proposal: West Newton Common Irrigation 

Applicant: Parks & Recreation Department 

CPA Category: Recreation 

CPA Funding Request: $ 65,968.00 

I. Well Water Usage 

1. What is the current withdrawal of well water from the existing wells? 

June 2003 
July 2003 
August 2003 
September 2003 

210,000 Gallons Avg. daily volume: 7,000 Gallons 
4,156,620 Gallons Avg. daily volume: 134,085 Gallons 
1,321,560 Gallons Avg. daily volume: 42,631 Gallons 
2,863,380 Gallons Avg. daily volume: 95,446 Gallons 

Total 2003 Gallons 8,551,560 Gallons 69,791 Gallons 

2. What amount of withdrawal constitutes threshold volume? 

An average daily volume of 100,000 gallons for any period of three consecutive 
months, from a total withdrawal of not less than 9,000,000 gallons, or an average 
daily volume of 100,000 gallons for periods which exceed three consecutive months, 
calculated by dividing the total withdrawal by the period of operation. 

3. What types of withdrawals require a Registration Statement? 

Any person with an existing water withdrawal in excess of the threshold volume from 
a single water source must file a registration statement with the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 



2. City Hall Grounds 

Landscape plantings and design for City Hall and surrounding grounds. Major overhaul in 
landscape and further irrigation to reflect the Olmstead design. 

3. Pellegrini Park Well 

At the present time this is the only well that is anticipated in our citywide assessment. 
4. Edmands Park Development 

Enhancements of the existing park access, upgrading and protecting the trails from erosion, 
preserving the wetlands and pond area. 

5. Nahanton Park -Phase II 

Design park expansion to include; a nature walk, infirmary building upgrade, upgrade to gardens, 
tot lot, swamp walk, drinking fountain, pond and athletic field improvements. 

6. Edmands Park Wall Repair 

Remove and replace the concrete cap on the stone wall and minor repairs to the wall itself. 

7. Cold Spring-Phase II 

Redevelopment of the existing ballfields and passive areas, creating hiking, biking and nature 
trails. 

8. Citywide Sports Lighting 

Repair and upgrades of present lighting to decrease maintenance costs and improve energy 
efficiency. 

III. Maintenance at West Newton Common 

Presently, turf maintenance costs are funded through the Operating Budget and CIP. The 
maintenance costs that will be associated with an irrigated West Newton Common will be 
approximately $ 4,000 annually. The Executive Office has committed to adding additional 
funding to the present budget to defray the costs associated with West Newton Common. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Robert 1. DeRubeis 
Deputy Commissioner 



of ewton,M 

Office of the 

Telephone 

(617) 796-1100 

T c1cfax 

(617) 796-1113 

E-mail 
Dcohen@ci.newton.ma.us 

lJavid B. Cohen 

March 30,2004 

Jeff Sacks, Chairman 
Community Preservation Committee 
1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Chairman Sacks: 

I understand that the Community Preservation Committee will be voting on the West 
Newton Common Irrigation Proposal on Wednesday, March 31, 2004. One issue that has 
arisen during the course of discussion with this project has been the funding of annual 
maintenance. 

The Executive Office has committed to appropriating funding for the maintenance of the 
West Newton Common, at an annual cost of $4,000. 

Respectfully, 

Sandy 
Chief Budget Officer 

cc: Leonard Gentile, Aldennan, Ward 3 
Robert 1. DeRubeis, Parks & Recreation 

1000 Avemw ,'\ewton, .\!fassachusetts 02459 
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DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY ExCELLENCE 


