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Newton (Newton Centre) 

ess 1294 Centre Street 

oriC Name Newton Centre Branch Library 

Present library 

Original same 

IPTION 

1927 

Building Dept. & Water records 

e Tudor Revival 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property 's locat ion 
in relation to nearest cross st reets and/or 
geographical features . Indicate a l l bu i ld ings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
in te rsect ion(s ) . 
Indicate north 

i tect Ritchie. Parsons & Tavlor 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

Major Al terat ions (with dates) none 

Condition good 

see attached map 

Moved _np_ Date n/a 

Acreage 16,160 sq.ft. C-51A-

Sett ing west end of village commercial 

center; grouped with several other 

institutional buildings 

UTM REFERENCE j ^ Q ULD 

USGS QUADRANGLE MEW/TDM 

scale y.z^om 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan Abele 

Organization Newton Historical Comm. 

Date 3/1987; rev. 3/1988 



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the ro le owners played in local or state h is to ry and how the 
bui ld ing re la tes to the development of the community. 

The Newton Centre Branch Library was one of five branch libraries to be built by citizen 
subscription between 1926 and 1939. Fundraising from the Newton Centre and Chestnut Hill 
community was begun in 1926. A permit was granted for construction in 1927 and the building 
was opened January 15, 1928. The library was designed by the firm of Ritchie, Parsons and 
Taylor. James Ritchie, a Newton Centre resident lived at 34 Hancock Avenue and later 10 The 
Ledges. He was the architect for a number of buildings in the city, including the police Station 
and Court House, as well as several public schools. Private commissions included the Union 
Church in Waban, and the Charles River and Woodland Golf Clubs. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Building Records 1294 Centre Street 
Newtm Graphic 3/12/26, 1/15/2 a 

The Newton Centre Library possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. It is significant as one of five branch libraries built in the 
city by citizen subscription between 1926-1939 (see ¥/N-J,1925; A-03,1927; W-0101,1929; 
NV-G, 193-3) As such it reflects Newton's tremendous growth during that period and the 
continuing strength of its village system. It is also a good institutional example of the Tudor 
Revival style by the prolific local and regional architect, James Ritchie. It meets criteria A & C of 
the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other bu i ld ings within the community. 

The Newton Centre Branch Library was designed by the firm of Ritchie, Parsons & Taylor in 
1927. It is a 1 1/2 story, L-plan brick structure enclosed be a slate gable roof contained by 
raised end walls. The entry, with its Classical Revival style segmental arched stone surround, is 
located at the L and a large bank of windows with transom is located on the end wall facing the 
street. A triple window with arched heads is located on the wail east of the entry and a cross 
gable breaks up the wail to the west.. 
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