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Meeting goals

C City staff provide clear understanding of
SpecialPermit processand get feedbackon
draft outline of NeedhamSt VisionPlan

C CommunityEngagementGroupidentifies and
evaluatescurrentand future designchallenges
and opportunities for the Needham Street
Corridor to inform City of Newton Planning
Team



Agenda

AWelcome

ASpecial Permit Process and Needham Street Area Vision Plan
AVision Plan Drafbutline and Feedback

ASite Walk Observations

ADesign Principles

AGroup Discussion

APublic Comment
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a guide for public policy action
regarding a particular geographic
area

based in..

A broader citywide strategies
A past studies & data analysis
A community engagement

City of Newton Comprehensive Ple

-
Newton Leads 2040
A Housing Strategy for Newton

|
Newton Leads 2040
A Transportation Strategy for Newton

Needham Street Area Vision Plan

What is a Vision Plan?
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Aobjectives for the future we

Vision Plan
Aguidelines for development
Ainfrastructure & systems
(transportation, open space,
utilities, etc.)

A private development (scales,
land uses, urban design, etc.)

What is a Vision Plan?



2017 Community Engagement Process
Engagement Group & Public Forum

Drafting the Vision Plan

Present draft to Zoning and Planning Committee,
Planning & Development Board

Final Needham Street Area Vision Pla
2018 adopted by City Council as an amendment {
the Comprehensive Plan

Use to guide decision making for upcoming projects

' Guide private ' Inform public

Zoning Amendment

development iInvestments

Needham Street Area Vision Plan Process



How will the Vision Plan Guide Private
Development?

Pre-application meetings

Zoning Review

I Most new development along

Needham Street will require a

Special Permit Application

| Special Permit from City Council,

which will include multiple

Other Commission Review | opportunities for staff, Councilors,

Staff memo to City Council
Land Use Committee

and the public to provide input and
shape the project according to goals

Identified in the Vision Plan.

Public Hearing

Land Use Committee vote

City Council vote

Appeal Period

Special Permit Process



Special Permit Process

Pre-application meetings

Zoning Review

I A Conceptual project review with City

staff from multiple departments.

Special Permit Application

| A Opportunity to shape project

according to identified policies and

Other Commission Reviewl goals

Staff memo to City Council
Land Use Committee

A Opportunity to ensure applicant is
aware of the Needham Street Area

Vision Plan

Public Hearing

Land Use Committee vote

City Council vote

Appeal Period

Special Permit Process



Special Permit Process

Pre-application meetings I

A Many projects along Needham Street

Zoning Review I will also require review and approval

by other City commissions such as:

Special Permit Application I o Urban Design Commission

o Conservation Commission

Staff memo to City Council
Land Use Committee

Public Hearing I

Land Use Committee vote I

City Council vote I

Appeal Period I

Special Permit Process
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Special Permit Process

Pre-application meetings : .
At ngs | A Opportunity for public input

Zoning Review | prior to Committee discussion

and vote

Special Permit Application |

Y

Other Commission Reviewl | \

Staff memo to City Council
Land Use Committee

Public Hearing I

Land Use Committee vote I

City Council vote I

Appeal Period I




Needham Street Area Visi®an
Draft Outline

|.  Needham Street Area Vision Plan Purpose

. Needham Street Area Vision Plan Engagement Group Participation
lll. Vision Plan Summary

I\VV. A Vision for the Public Realm

V. A Vision for Transportation

VI. A Vision for Land Uses

VIIl. A Vision for Design

VIII. Non-Physical Considerations

IX. Synthesis Map

Appendices



Site Walk Observations

ATransportation
A Need more safe and connected streets, sidewalks, and recreation routes
A Pathways from Needham Street to building entrances
A Connection from Greenway to buildings
A Parallel route to east of Needham Street
A Network connectivity

ADesign
A Orientationand scale obuildings, parking lots, pedestrian access
A Signage, street trees, street lights, lighting, seating, café us@atedtial
A Landscaping on the Greenway

APeople
A Places to gather, sit
A Human scale, visual interest

ASouth Meadow Brook highlightviews and access
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Waterfall of South Meadow Brook. Could be delightful.
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WHAT YOU TOLD US WAS IMPORTANT
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DESlGN‘ They are general principles of design excellence
and neighborhood compatibility to improve how

PRl NCl PLE.S new projects will look and work.
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A Reinforce the zoning, goals,
and values

A Promote design excellence
and compatibility with
context for new projects

A Improve the design review
process for everyone by
creating a common language

WHAT WILL THE DESIEGN
PRINCIPLES D@?
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GOALS OF ,

DESIGN
PRINCIPLE

N

A

Create a safe, comfortable, and efficient
streetscape

Enhance the urban experience with a vibrant
mixed-use area/district at all times

Create a unified and attractive physical
environment

Promote connections between parcels to
Increase the walkability among parcels

Connect the sites to surrounding ecological
system and open space network

Support sustainability
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Site Design Built Form Public Realm



Site Design
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Harmonize relationship between buildings, streets, and open spag




Proposed typical street section along Needham Street
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