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I. Background 
 

The Economic Development Commission (EDC) was established under General Laws 

Chapter 40, Section 8A to promote and develop business and industry within the City of 

Newton. The Commission is charged with strengthening the local economy leading to new 

job opportunities for residents and expansion of the City's tax base. City Ordinance Article V, 

Section 22-‐95 lays out the governing provisions as summarized below: 

 

1.    The Commission shall consist of 15 members appointed by the Mayor. 

 

2.    The Commission has the power and duty to: 

• study, investigate, and appraise economic conditions and trends; 

• promote, assist, and encourage the preservation, development and location of new and 

existing Newton industry, business and commerce; 

• investigate and assist in the establishment of commercial projects and identify 

appropriate commercial areas and zones for such establishment; 

• prepare and distribute informational publications; 

• cooperate with civic agencies/commissions/associations, state/federal agencies, 

municipal departments and officials, and business associations and organizations; and 

• advise and make recommendations to appropriate officials, agencies, boards, 

department, and commissions of the City. 

 

This report is prepared and submitted to the City Council in compliance with City Ordinance 

Article V, Section 22-‐95 (g) (10). 

 

II. 2016 in Review 
 

During 2016, the EDC undertook the following activities: 

 

• N2 Innovation District – The EDC continued its support to the N2 Innovation 
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District. Members of the EDC were actively involved in helping to shape the 

strategic plan for the district which was presented formally in June of 2016. The 

EDC will continue to be an active participant on N2 plan while it moves to the 

implementation phase.  

• Newton Innovation Center – The EDC welcomed Dennis Abelleira from Mass 

Challenge to discuss the new start-up space on Vernon Street in Newton Corner. 

Mass Challenge and the City of Newton are partners in this business acceleration 

program. 

• Elliot Street Bridge – The EDC was supportive of efforts to mitigate the Elliot 

Street Bridge closure on adjacent businesses. Efforts included a signage plan, a 

communication plan, and a public relations plan. 

• Housing, Transportation and Zoning Redesign – The EDC hosted a presentation 

and provided input with regard to the City’s Housing, Transportation and Zoning 

Redesign initiatives. 

• Business Awards Program – After much discussion, the EDC voted to table the 

annual awards ceremony for 2017 in favor of another recognition type program for 

January of 2018. 

• Washington Place Support – The EDC took efforts to understand the proposed 

mixed-use development at the corner of Walnut and Washington Streets 

(Washington Place) by attending various outside meetings held on the project and 

by having the project development team present at the EDC meetings in April and 

October of 2016. At their December 13, 2016 meeting, the EDC voted 9-0 to send a 

letter to the City Council expressing their strong support for granting both the 

zoning change and special permit requests to enable the proposed Washington 

Place project to move forward. 
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III. EDC Membership 2016 
Howard Barnstone  

Janice Caillet (term ended) 

Daphne Collins (term ended) 

Barbara Couturier (resigned) 

Stephen Feller 

Robert Finkel 

Jeremy Freid 

Groot Gregory 

Jane Ives  

Jack Leader 

Peter Kai Jung Lew 

John R. A. Pears (term ended) 

Joyce Plotkin  

Philip Plottel 

Chuck Tanowitz 

 

Officers -   The EDC held annual elections of officers in March of 2016 - Stephen Feller, Chair; 

Howard Barnstone, Co-Vice Chair, Robert Finkel, Co-Vice Chair and Joyce Plotkin, 

Secretary. 

 

Staffing -    Nancy Hyde resigned as the City’s Economic Development Director in October. The 

Director of Planning, Barney Heath, is serving as the interim ED Director while a search for a 

permanent Director is underway. 
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