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October 2, 2015

The Honorable Marc Laredo, Chairman
Aldermen of the Land Use Committee
Board of Aldermen

City of Newton

1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton Centre, MA 02459

RE: Special Permit #119-15
Austin Street, 28 Austin Street

Dear Alderman Laredo and Aldermen of the Land Use Committee:

The Economic Development Commission is pleased to report that at its September
10, 2015 meeting, we voted in favor of Austin Street Partner’s plan to develop 28
Austin Street.

The EDC’s support for the development of 28 Austin Street is based on:

o Consistency with the Economic Development Goals and Strategies identified
in Newton’s Comprehensive Plan (NCP), specifically -
Section IV.1. Village Center Development

o Encourage mixed use in the village centers by promoting housing above
retail. Increasing density allowing mixed-use development in the village centers
would increase the population within walking distance and as a result would likely
expand the available range of goods and services offered there. It would also
increase the stock of affordable housing located close to employment centers and
public transportation.

. Adoption of the Board of Alderman’s creation of a Mixed Use 4 (MU4) Zone

o Selection of Austin Street Partners in May 2014 based on the criteria
established for the 2013 RFP

. Responsiveness to community feedback including

o} Reduction in number of total apartments from 80 to 68

o Increased public parking on the ground level from 85 to 127 public
parking spaces

o Increasing below grade parking for the apartments from 1.0 to 1.25

and the addition of 5 employee parking spacing for retail tenants for a total of 90
below grade spaces

o Retention of 25% affordable housing units while reducing total
apartment units to 68; and
o) entering into a lease arrangement for the land, and




* Redevelopment of a single purpose parking lot into a multi-use building while retaining 127 public
parking spaces.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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-
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Stephen Feller, Chairman
Newton Economic Development Commission

cc: Mayor Setti D.Warren
Board of Aldermen Chair, Scott Lennon
Acting Planning and Development Director, James Freas




