
  MINUTES OF THE UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 
DATE: September 19, 2019 
LOCATION: Emerson Community Center 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Jo-Louise Allen  Anil Adyanthaya 
Maxine Bridger  Nina Kochs 
Susan Huffman  Jack Neville 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Councilor John Rice 
Councilor Andreae Downs 
Carol Stapleton 
 
PUBLIC: 
Francis and Nancy Passavant   Jay Werb   Oscar Batuner 
Jen Kohl     Chris Steele   Emily Williams 
Betsy Hewitt     Bill Humphrey 
 
A. Approval of Minutes from the August Meeting 
The minutes were approved pending corrections. 
 
B.  Public Comment 
Emily Williams spoke about the low water pressure she has encountered on Cottage Street and on neighboring 
streets. The pressure varies and she has measured it to be as low as 16psi and as high as 48psi. She says that the 
Fire Dept has told her pressure under 20psi is a concern. Ideally it should be 40-50psi during the day. She has 
spoken to the DPW. There is some thought that there might be a problem in the pipes at Cottage and Champa. 
She was also told that sometimes after work has been done, the valves in front of houses are not always turned 
back on properly. Also, a lot of the pipes, including at least one on Needham Street, are over 100 years old. 
Another problem is demand. In the morning demand is higher. Still, the pressure should be more than 20psi. 
The Fire Dept checked, but hadn’t seen the pressure as low as Emily measured some mornings. They told her to 
call DPW, which she did. 
 
C.  Treasurer’s Report 
It is not yet complete, due to Village Day items. It should be up to date by the October meeting. 
 
D.  Halloween Activity Proposal 
 
E.  Village Day Recap 
The event was bigger than last year and had a different feel. 
Expenses included $1000 for the Riverboat Stompers band, $300 for the magician, $437 for banners, $832 for 
the bouncy house, hot dogs, and supplies. The CDC paid for the pizzas from BrickFire Pizza. 
The registration fees, collected through EventBrite, generated more than $1500. 
 
We also sold T-shirts. It was suggested that we charge $10 each, instead of $5. At $5 they are being subsidized 
by about $1 per shirt. 
 
Suggestions for next year: 
Have some vegan/vegetarian options 
Have coffee (maybe we could ask Dunkin Donuts) 
Have a PortaPottie; we ordered one, but they cancelled on us. Maybe we can “rent” a bathroom from a nearby 
building. 



Fix the morning set-up. It was messy and disorganized. The vendors were there early to finish setting up by 10 
and moving their cars. But they didn’t know what spaces they were assigned to. The set-up needs to be better 
organized. 
We should have put up posters on telephone poles a week before. 
 
Question: Were the DPW trucks and fire engines from Touch-a-Truck?   
Answer: Yes. Councilor Rice arranged it. 
 
F.  Sudbury Aqueduct Meeting on September 26 
Parts of the Sudbury Aqueduct in Newton/Needham are currently closed to pedestrian use. Entrances are 
blocked with chain link fences. There will be a meeting at the Waban Library, Thursday September 26th at 7 to 
discuss getting a walking permit for the closed off sections (with a detour around some private property). At the 
end of Stanley Road is a path to the Eliot T station. The proposal also calls for dirt boxed steps on the Stanley 
Road path. 
 
G.  Northland Update 
Northland is contributing $1.5 million to Countryside School. There is also a $5 million fund for off-site traffic 
mitigation. Some of that money could be used for a light at the Oak Street exit if the left turn there is messy. It 
was mentioned that there aren’t enough votes in the City council to get rid of the Oak Street egress. 
Question:  Can the City later review this exit? Maybe make it a right turn only exit? 
Question: Will the entrance be moved further south? 
Answer: Yes, their proposal is to move it. 
 
Comment: Light there would be absurd, but maybe right turn only. 
Comment: Northland isn’t budging on this. The votes aren’t there to demand no exit on Oak. 
 
Andreae: They have a lot they can do by right, which will generate more traffic. 
Comment: Not on weekends. 
Comment: They could put up 400 more units across the street. 
Comment: No guarantee Northland kids would go to Countryside. 
 
Other Northland Updates? 
The Planning Department discussed nitty-gritty stuff like how many windows on a wall, etc. These could be 
checked as part of the permitting process. Planned are 1350 drive and self-park parking spaces and 250 valet 
spaces. The City is setting a limit on the number of trips from the property and if they go over, then Northland 
will have to do more to discourage driving. There will be rigorous parking enforcement in the neighborhood. 
 
Question: Will deliveries and Uber, etc. be counted? Will retail trips be counted? 
Answer: Just commercial and residential trips will be counted. You can tell which is which by the parking areas 
the cars are coming from. 
 
The Splash Park was discussed. Northland proposed a Community Center and Councilor Rice suggested a 
skating rink/splash park. 
Question: Did the Upper Falls Area Council prefer a splash park to a Community Center? 
Answer:  It wasn’t discussed by the Area Council. 
 
Question: Can they really encourage people not to drive? 
Answer: That is why they are planning for mixed use. There will be retail stores, services, commercial sites. 
There will be shuttle buses to the T. 
A comment was made that some of the morning traffic is from parents driving their kids to school, when they 
could be taking the school bus. A response was that the school busses were very crowded and kids sometimes 
had to sit on the floor. 



Comment: We have only had one car. Uber would be more trips than an efficient trip with one car. 
Answer: There will be car share services, like Zipcar. 
 
Question: What if you need two cars because family members work in different directions. 
Answer: Then don’t live in these apartments. 
 
Other comments: 
This is supposed to be the garden city. There will be too much traffic. 
The City is trying to force this development on people. 
By right Northland can do it all commercial. 
But only 4 story buildings by right. 
Weston Whopper has much more info. We don’t have enough info. 
There is no leeway. If people move in and start a family they can’t stay if they need two cars. 
 
The city of Newton doesn’t own the 23 acres. If we say no then Northland can build all office space which is 
worse traffic-wise. They could build 1200 units of housing, by right, under 40-B. Note on Washington Street 
they are going with 40-B. 
 
Question: What if Needham Street were 4 lanes? 
Answer: Then there would be more traffic. 
 
Question: Add a lane to Needham Street? 
Answer: If you add a lane more people would use the road. 
 
Question: Has anyone’s mind changed? 
 
Comment: Too many units, not enough parking. 
 
H.  Area Council Candidates Forum in October 
The forums will be held on October 20th and 27th. No updates yet. 
 
I. General Upper Falls News 
Carol showed us the new AED emergency set-up outside the gym. The box holding the defibrillator now also 
holds tourniquets, with instructions for their use. In shooting attacks blood loss is a big problem, so now public 
buildings and schools are being equipped with tourniquets. 
 
J.  Public Comment/Questions 
Because of the new construction on Cottage Street there are now a lot of mice running around. Nina found a 
dead baby mouse. She was worried it might have eaten poison or been injured by a cat. 
Raffle tickets were drawn. 
 
K. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


