MINUTES OF THE UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL
DATE: Mayl6, 2019
LOCATION: Emerson Community Center

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Susan Huffman Anil Adyanthaya
Julie Irish Marie Jackson
Maxine Bridger Nina Kochs

Jeff Riklin Jack Neville
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Carol Stapleton

PUBLIC:
Patty Connolly Betsy Hewitt Bill Humphrey Nathaniel Lichtin
Jay Werb Margaret Alexander Kathy Waters Peter Bruce

A. Approval of Minutes from the April Meeting
The minutes were approved.

B. Public Comment
There was a question about a small parcel of land (.2 acres) along Needham Street that was mentioned in the
Legal Notices in the Tab. It is part of the Needham Street reconstruction.

C. Treasurer’s Report
We have $3357.63 in the bank.

D. Mauruuru Properties LLC Representative to Discuss Chestnut Street Project Across from the Upper Falls
Greenway

Patricia Gannon gave an update on the work being done on the property bounded by Oak, Chestnut, Linden and
Ossipee. They are in the middle of getting things up to code. The company came to Newton 25 years ago and is
now located at 109 Oak Street. They love the landscape and being part of the community. Their plan is to make
the buildings 100% commercial space. Their view is to revitalize, not change. They are working with the Upper
Falls Historic Commission to put the old Gamewell building back to what it was. They are removing the stucco
from the building on Ossipee and will replace that siding with brick. The loading dock will be removed. The
clapboard building is a light and welcoming space with spectacular wooden beams and columns. The interior
will have varied sites for offices.

The parking garage is under extensive renovation. Currently there is poor lighting and no sprinklers. They
expect it will take another month for the underground work to be finished. When finished there will be
increased security features. The rear parking lot will be cleaned up, but for now it is where a lot of work stuff is
left. The little building has to stay, and it will eventually house one tenant.

There was a question about the yellow tape on the overhead wires. These were put up by Eversource to protect
the wires while the buildings are being worked on.

There was a question about the current tenants. They will be allowed to stay. When the building was purchased
there were 45 tenants and now there are 25, but the spaces have not yet been marketed. My Gym has already
picked up its option. There will be 120,000 square feet of rentable space, not including the basement.

A question was raised about Village Day. There will still be ongoing construction in September, but the major
construction in the lobby area should be cleaned up by then.

The building, which is known as the Gamewell building, will be called The Telegraph. The representative from
Mauruuru while pass along the info about the original name of the building. Mauruuru means thank you in
Tahitian.



E. Update to Proposal for Upper Falls Greenway Plaque from Margaret Alexander

It was suggested that three copies of the plaque be made, one for each kiosk. That way all the areas of the
Greenway will be covered. The CDC will pay for these. It would be nice if these could be done by June 13 for
the opening of Art on the Greenway. Signal Graphics could do it and they could recommend appropriate
material. What color should the sign be? Whatever Jack wants. Margaret will work on the final text.

F. Art on the Greenway: Art Selection Process

Wendy Wolfe from Studios Without Walls gave a presentation on the art selection process for the Art on the
Greenway. She was also the curator for the show last summer. They considered what works could go from their
Spring Show to this summer one, and issues of vandalism.

Carol mentioned some concerns raised last year about the appropriateness of a work depicting cotton pickers
and an astronaut, and was concerned about the artist’s submission this year, totems of women and their
contributions. One piece originally had a gun as part of the sculpture. Carol said, on behalf of the City, tell the
sculptor the piece with the gun has to go.

The title of the exhibit is Reverberations. A lot of the work will be hanging in trees to avoid vandalism. It was
requested that the word “suspended” be used instead of “hanging.” A lot of the free-standing pieces will be
centered around Petty Square, since there was vandalism last year on the pieces between Tower Road and
Avalon. The last pieces will be at the Nexus space, where there is more foot traffic. Avalon didn’t want artwork
behind them on the Greenway, and neither did the condos at Chestnut Grove. The show will end on September
3, Donations go to the New Art Center.

G. Area Council Candidates Forum

Peter Bruce and Kathy Waters from the Newtonville and Waban Area Councils spoke about having a
candidates’ night in October. So far there are about 6 or 7 competitive races. The Area Councils could work
together on this and maybe hold it at Newton North or in the new Zervas School. They have a cafeterium.
Maybe we could get the same moderators as last time. Marie volunteered to be represent us with maybe Julie as
our second representative. Should the Area Councils work together to determine the questions to be asked? It
was noted we have to be aware of conflicts of interest.

H. Update on Brian Yates Memorial

The Friends of Hemlock Gorge are working on a bench and plaque for Brian Yates. They have a map and are
looking for input on location. They are planning on having the same design as the Ken Newcomb bench, so just
need fund raising.

Maybe we could have a plaque (and bench?) at the Depot (CDC property). Or we could have Brian Yates Plaza
at Otis Pettee Square. The plaque and wording are still to be decided, but could have highlights of his career.
We should have a dedication at Village Day.

I. Update on May 14 Land Use Committee Meeting on Northland

Issues were raised about sustainability and scale. Rightsize Newton felt that the scale and size of the project
were not in keeping with the surrounding area. Green Newton felt that there should be stronger guidelines on
sustainability. There should be no use of fossil fuels, and Northland should look at Passive Housing guidelines.
It was suggested guidelines go from “maybe do this” to “shall do this.” It was noted that height is not part of the
design guidelines.

One speaker said that Northland should look forward towards the 22" century and not back to the last century.
There was concern about embodied carbon, and removal of what is there now.

J. Update on Cypress Tree

The special permit for retail operation was approved. There will be two separate checkouts, one for medicinal
and one for recreational marijuana. An appointment will be needed to get sales help, like the Apple store model.
The by appointment only model will be reviewed by the City in six months as will the required police detail.



In Brookline, where a marijuana store opened, there were long lines, and at least two policemen. But it was very
peaceful and there were no problems.

K. Update on Date of 2019 Village Day

Carol recommended that we go back to Sundays for Village Day.

Motion: Have the 2019 Village Day on Sunday September 15%.

6 in favor, 2 opposed, so the motion passes.

Motion: Have the time be 11:00 to 2:00.

7 in favor, 1 opposed. The motion passes.

L. Ken Newcomb Upper Falls Book Award Selection
We will make another outreach for nominee recommendations.

M. General Upper Falls News
A question was raised about banners advertising the Festival for the Arts. Marie will get banners.

Congratulations to Jeff for being elected the new chair of the Newton Upper Falls Historic Commission.

Question: Any response yet to the letter to the Land Use Committee regarding the Northland Oak Street
entrance? None yet.

There will be a Veterans Memorial Day recognition at City Hall, on Monday May 27" at 11:30.

Concern was raised about the intersection of Elliot Street and Mechanic. The Traffic Council has approved
putting median strips around that corner.

There was an update on Greenway plans. There will be a ramp towards Easy Street and a new and prettier chain
link fence on the end by the Charles River.

Question: When is the City going to paint new crosswalks on Elliot?
The City is aware of the problem and waiting for warmer weather.

We need to put up a sign at the bocce court explaining how to play bocce.
N. Public Comments

O. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 8:53



