
  MINUTES OF THE UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 
DATE: March 21, 2019 
LOCATION: Emerson Community Center 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Jo-Louise Allen  Anil Adyanthaya 
Julie Irish   Marie Jackson 
Maxine Bridger  Nina Kochs 
Jeff Riklin   Jack Neville 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
Councilor John Rice 
Councilor Andrae Downs 
Carol Stapleton 
 
PUBLIC: 
Jen Kohl  Chris Steele  Bill Humphrey  Judy Malone Neville 
Gene Kissin  Benjamin Kissin Kathaleen Brearly 
 
A. Approval of Minutes from the February Meeting 
The minutes were approved pending corrections. 
 
B. Public Comment 
 
C.  Treasurer’s Report 
 
D.  Presentation from Benji Kissin regarding his project to classify plants on the Upper Falls Greenway 
Benji Kissin, a student at Brown Middle School, presented his planned Bar Mitzvah project. He wants to put, al 
seasonal informational placards, along the Greenway, about the plants there.  
 
Question: Along the whole Greenway? 
Answer: I’ll go up and down the Greenway. 
One way to do the placards is the way the artwork was done, maybe in cement buckets. 
 
Question: How can the Area Council help? 
Benji said that he has a beginner’s knowledge of botany, so knowledge of the plants along the Greenway would 
help. Marie volunteered to help with the botany and Jeff volunteered his wife to also help. 
 
The Area council offered funds, but Benji’s family will pay for the supplies. 
It was suggested that he start after Newton Serves, at the end of April. He said that that would work. 
 
E.  Discussion with Economic Development Director Kathryn Ellis about Upper Falls 
Kathryn Ellis works at the Innovation Center with local Newton businesses, helping them stay in Newton, and 
also helping new businesses get established in Newton. She reported on some of the problems faced by 
businesses, and what is being done, and mentioned that the Innovation Center, itself, is looking for a new site. 
For example, she mentioned that start-up companies need month-to-month leases. They can’t commit to five 
years. She mentioned varying prices, for example in West Newton commercial real estate could be leased for 
$25 a sq. ft., but would cost $60 a sq. ft. in Newton Centre. 
She mentioned that a Dogwash is going into the Newbury Comics site, and the old EMS site may be 
subdivided. She talked about the number of liquor licenses that the City has, which is not enough for what 
Northland and the Riverside project people want. A minihotel is going up in Newton Highlands, and Dana 
Farber is expanding to the Atrium Mall. 



She noted that the Antique Mall needs more publicity and she is helping them create a Facebook page. The 
Innovation Center, where interns from Newton North HS and Newton South HS work, is helping with e-
commerce. She recommends that the Antique Mall stores have a booth at Village Day, and mentioned that one 
of the stores rents props to movies. She noted that the movie “Defending Jacob” is being filmed in Cold spring 
Park. 
She pointed out that a proposal for a pot shop on Needham Street had been nixed because it was too close to the 
Elliot Street shop.  
 
She mentioned that part of her job is to make sure there are enough retail and commercial spaces in new 
projects.  
 
Question: Is there a directory of Newton businesses. 
It seems there is not an easily accessible list. 
 
Question: What is happening on Chestnut near the Greenway? 
Answer:  There is open space for co-working spaces, but rents will be going up. The Blacksmith was 
disappointed to have to leave.  
The City would like to see high end/high tech in the Spark buildings, with the high tech workers living in the 
rest of the Northland property. She mentioned that Northland had agreed to offer affordable retail spaces 
(<10,000 sq.ft.). 
She suggested there could be links between U Mass and Wells Avenue since the U Mass cafeteria is open to the 
public. 
 
She mentioned that National Lumber rents from the MBTA and would prefer foot traffic behind them, rather 
than on Easy Street. If national Lumber can push away from the Greenway, and stack its products like it does in 
its Salem store then the Greenway could continue to Curtis Street. It was mentioned that the Greenway has 
rights to that space. 
 
F. Review of Land Use Committee Hearing on Northland Project 
There was a report on the Land Use Committee of the City Council regarding Northland’s proposed 
development. Northland is proposing cutting the number of housing units from 822 to 800, cutting the 
retail/commercial space, and putting the parking underground. There will still be an 8 story building. It was 
reported that there wasn’t much negative feedback about the project at the City Council meeting. 
 
Jack said that he didn’t want houses along the Greenway and was concerned about the 1 story community center 
building near the bocce court and Mechanic Street. He wanted to know the set-back from the Greenway of this 
building.  
Councilor Downs mentioned that if Northland simply did what the zoning allowed, the traffic would be worse. 
 
Concern was expressed about the height of the 8 story building and the shadow it would cast.  
 
Judy Malone, who was also at the City Council meeting, added her concerns. She was disappointed that so few 
members of the Upper Falls community had attended the meeting, and felt that the community was not making 
headway with their concerns about the size and density of the project. She felt that our concerns about the 
exit/entrance on Oak Street were not being listened to. She reiterated that the size and scope is the issue and we 
have no idea what is happening at the Northland property across Needham street. 
 
The meeting on April 9th about the Northland project will concern traffic. 
 
Bill Humphrey reported that when he was canvassing around Saco Street all seemed to be concerned with the 
exit onto Oak Street. 
 



Councilor Rice said that Northland claims they need the Oak Street exit and added that Northland will look to 
see who is opposed to the project since they need 16 votes for it. 
 
Judy urged the councilors to listen to us. 
 
Councilor Downs wants to make sure that the Oak Street exit works. She is not convinced it won’t work.  
Marie added that we want a gated exit if there is such an exit. 
 
Jeff said that there are three main concerns: 
 1. no exit/entrance on Oak Street 
 2. too many housing units 
 3. buildings too high 
And noted that Northland already has 3 exit/entrances off Needham Street. 
 
People were urged to attend the Land Use meetings. 
 
G.  Soup Social 
We gave a shout-out to Julie who has taken this on and is doing a great job.  
Some new people are donating soup. The total list includes: 
O’Hara’s; Baker’s Best; Johnny’s; Cabots; Dunn-Gaherins; Mandarin; Farm Grill; Walnut Grille; B.Good; Jean 
and Lee; Biltmore; Better Life Foods; Bob’s Sub Shop.   
 
The napkins, spoons, cups are all set. But we still need cookies, rolls, and water. 
We need people to bring crock pots. Put masking tape on the pot and lid, with your name on it, if you bring a 
crock pot. 
The chairs are coming tomorrow, and we will set up on Saturday, at four. 
We plan to have flyers for the April 9th City Council meeting, a notice about the Little Free Library, crayons for 
the tables. We’ll have more T-shirts to sell. 
There will be a special issue of the Upper Falls News out tonight mentioning the Soup Social. 
 
It would be nice to put something together at the Soup Social to honor Brian Yates. Maybe we can get some 
photos of Brian to put up. 
 
Other ways of honoring Brian were then discussed. Maybe a bench at Hemlock Gorge, maybe at the big field 
near the river, or over by the brick building. Naming the plaza in front of the Depot for Brian was also 
mentioned. 
 
H.  Finalize Date of 2019 Village Day 
Both September 8th and September 15th were suggested. The location was then discussed, since last year’s site 
had no shade and it was a hot day. We will decide at the April meeting. 
 
I.  2019 Ken Newcomb Upper Falls Book Award 
There will be a $50 gift certificate. We will solicit nominations from the usual places. 
 
J.  Newton Serves 
This will take place on Sunday April 28th.  We will clean-up the Greenway.  
It was suggested that maybe some plantings could be done on the corner of Oak and Chestnut to make that area 
nicer. 
 
April 27th is Hemlock Gorge Clean-Up day. 
 
K.  Update on Newton Center for Active Living (NewCAL) 



Jack reported on this. 
The City is looking for a space for this new building. They want 30,000 square feet, so need about 2 to 3 acres.  
Jo-Louise wondered whether they could retro-fit the third floor of Horace Mann as a pre-school and use the rest 
of the building for NewCAL. The School Committee said no to that idea. 
 
There could be an indoor pool if the site is right. 
 
A question was raised about the old building. Its use is TBA. It is a historic building and the City wants to keep 
it. 
 
L.  General Upper Falls News 
The Art Show on the Greenway will be returning June-September. 
There were some problems last time with vandalism, but they were never reported. Carol said they should be 
reported to Parks and Rec, and to the police. 
 
A question was raised about the repainting of crosswalks at Columbia and Elliot, and at Oak and Elliot. The city 
says that it is still too cold to do the painting. 
 
M.  Public comment/Questions 
There was a question about the exit ramp off Rte 128 to Route 9. That should be referred to Ruth Balser. 
 
The Oak and Christina Street project will be starting in April and take though July to complete. They will be 
working 7-3:30, and there will be some night work. 
 
It was requested that the City look into the bus routes through Upper Falls. There are too many busses coming 
down High Street. Judy Neville has been directing some of them because it is very hard to turn onto Winter 
Street. 
 
The Gamewell building is grey with white windows. Nina said she was told it had to be all white. 
 
N.  Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


