MINUTES OF THE UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL
DATE: April 18, 2019
LOCATION: Emerson Community Center

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Anil Adyanthaya Nina Kochs
Julie Irish Jo-Louise Allen
Maxine Bridger Susan Huffman
Jeff Riklin Jack Neville
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Carol Stapleton

PUBLIC:
Patty Connolly Margaret Alexander Bill Humphrey
K. Brearly

A. Approval of Minutes
Approved unanimously.

B. Public Comment

C. Treasure’s Report

Reminder, if you had expenditures for the Soup Social let us know if you need reimbursement. CDC is doing
some reimbursing.

We spent $484.30 for 50 T-shirts, and $21.30 for the special T-shirt for Councilor John Rice.

We took in $100 for the T-shirts sold.

There is now $3357.63 in our account.

D. Proposal for Falls Greenway Plaque from Margaret Alexander

Margaret Alexander, editor of the Upper Falls News, uses the Greenway a lot and thought it would be nice to
have a plaque that recognized the individuals, organizations, and people in the city that helped make it happen.
The Area Council discussed this idea.

One of the issues raised was whether or not to name people involved with the creation of the Greenway, such as
Jerry Reilly, Jim Levine, Brian yates, Carol Stapleton, and George Kirby. There was a concern that in listing
names some which should be listed might, inadvertently, be left off.

Question: Who got Iron Horse to take out the tracks?

Answer: George Kirby

And though Iron Horse did not finish the job, they got it started. The City, under mayor Setti Warren, got it
finished, and put in the stone dust, which has held up well (except around the Biltmore).

Because of the issue of missing names, Carol recommended that the plaque say something like: in grateful
recognition of all those.... Then, when we had the dedication of the plaque we could thank people individually.

We then discussed what the plaque might look like, plexiglass, say, or metal, and we discussed where it would
be placed. It was felt that plaques on the ground are hard to see, and the plaque should be more permanent than
one in a kiosk. The best seemed to be something engraved and freestanding. It was suggested that maybe we
have a sign like the one at the Frank Barney pocket park. That sign is from the Conservation Commission.
Putting the plaque at the spur, or at the switch next to the depot, or at the Bocce Court were some suggestions
for placement.



We will have to go to Parks and Rec with a plan, a design and sketches. Margaret Alexander will work on the
plaque with Carol Stapleton from Parks and Rec. Margaret will work on more generic wording and look at other
plaques. Carol suggested looking at the Dumor catalog. They did the kiosks.

The discussion then shifted to ideas for a memorial for Brian Yates. The Public Facilities Commission is
working on something for Brian. One idea is naming the Plaza by the depot Brian Yates Way.

Jack suggested we all work together, maybe, have a nice bench with a plaque.

The Friends of Hemlock Gorge are talking about having a bench near the river, by the field, for Brian. We can
discuss this bench with them.

Maybe Otis Pettee Square could be renamed Brian Yates Square.

E. Discussion of Oak Street Entrance Issue for Northland

At the April 9™ meeting of the Land Use Committee the Northland entrance/egress to Oak Street was discussed.
Northland claims the entrance/egress is needed. The Area Council discussed the letter it was sending to the City
Council voicing our concerns about this. Jack felt that we shouldn’t yet put in writing that it was acceptable to
have an emergency gate there. Only mention a gate if the City says it is a safety issue.

Motion: Send the (proposed) letter from the Area Council, but omit references to a gate.

Passed unanimously.

We also discussed other concerns about the Northland property. These concerns include, the height of the
building, traffic, and parking. We feel that eight stories is too high. Parking is a big concern, from what
Northland will generate, and also from people who drive to Upper Falls to use the T. Having two hour parking
near the T or parking by permit were some suggestions made. There was also concern re: Northland about
Greenline capacity and whether the shuttle buses would work, with Boston area traffic as bad as it is.

There was also a discussion about whether the City makes money from residential housing.

F. Soup Social — Postscript

It was mentioned that the posters for the Soup Social didn’t mention who sponsored it.

We didn’t have lists of ingredients for all of the soups. We need those and especially lists of allergens for the
soups.

We brought the leftovers to the Fire Station.

It was requested that we change the time to 5 — 7:30, with 7:30 — 8:00 as clean-up time.

A thank you was given to Jeff for washing all those pans. He suggested that next year we bring our own soap
and sponges.

It was suggested that we laminate all the Upper Falls news clippings on display.

G. Upper Falls Historical Archive

We want to save the clippings that were on display at the Soup Social.

One suggestion was to talk to the people at the Jackson Homestead. They have stuff from the Villages, but it
was suggested they would want to keep the material for themselves. Another suggestion was to talk to Historic
Newton. And it was suggested that some of the material could be housed at the St. Elizabeth Center since there
will be a room there for community use.

Brian Yates saved a lot of paperwork and news clippings. Anil will talk to his cousins about the papers he
saved.

H. Finalize Date of 2019 Village Day

We discussed having Village Day on a Saturday rather than a Sunday. Saturday would require a police detail,
but Sunday wouldn’t. Carol will check out whether we could hold Village Day on a Saturday. There were no
objections to September 14", with September 15" a rain date. It was pointed out however that that is the date of
the Democratic State Convention, and it is after the primaries.

Work on the Chestnut Street building opposite the Depot should be finished by September. It was suggested we
have the owners of that building come to the Area Council to talk about our plans for Village Day.



I. Newton Serves Update

Julie needs to put a notice in the Upper Falls News. There will be a general clean-up of the Greenway, picking
up trash, etc. Julie will advertise the clean-up on social media. She may not be there right at nine for the clean-
up, but Jerry Reilly will be.

It was suggested that the area would look better if there were planters by the liquor store, or plants in the berm
by the parking lot. Maybe the newish owners of the liquor store would be amenable to prettifying the area. It
was suggested that Judy Neville be put in charge of this. Jeff will talk to her and to Liz.

J. General Upper Falls News
K. Public Comment/Questions

L. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 8:32



