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 CHARTER INDEX 
 
 
 
    Section 

 
 

A 
 
ALDERMEN. See CITY COUNCIL 
 
ASSEMBLIES 

Meetings of qualified voters ............................ 11-7 
 

B 
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. See 
DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES  
OF CITY 
 
BUDGET 
 Budget procedures .................................. 5-1 et seq. 
 Finances. See that title 
 

C 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 Adoption ....................................................... 5-3(d) 
 Contents ........................................................ 5-3(b) 
 Financial procedures ............................... 5-1 et seq. 
  Financial procedures. See also that title. 
 Public hearing ................................................ 5-3(c) 
 Submission ..................................................... 5-3(a) 
 
CHARTER 
 Computation of time ...................................... 11-12 
 Continuation ..................................................... 12-1 
 Definitions ..................................................... 11-13 
 Government, continuation of ........................... 12-2 
 Incorporation; form of government; 
  powers of the city ................................ 1-1 et seq. 
 References to general laws ............................. 11-11 
 Severability ...................................................... 11-9 
 Specific provisions shall prevail .................... 11-10 
 Time of taking effect ........................................ 12-7 
 Transitional provisions .......................... 12-1 et seq. 
 
CITIZEN ASSISTANCE OFFICER 
 Appointment by mayor, responsibilities, 
  etc. ............................................................. 3-2(b) 
 
CITY 
 Form of government .......................................... 1-2 

 Incorporation ...................................................... 1-1 
 Powers of city .................................................... 1-3 
  Construction of powers ................................... 1-4 
 
CITY CLERK 
 Certificate of election and appointment 
  Duties re ........................................................ 11-1 
 Rules and regulations 
  Filed in office of city clerk ........................... 11-3 
 
CITY COUNCIL (Legislative branch) 

Certificate of election and appointment ........... 11-1 
City clerk. See that title. 
Clerk of the Council ........................................... 2-8 

Composition ................................................2-1(a) 
Counsel before any city officer or agency,  

member of city council not to appear as ....... 11-6 
Definition of "full council" ....................... 11-13(d) 
Delegation of powers ....................................... 2-10 
Election ..........................................................2-1(c) 
Eligibility ...................................................... 2-1(b) 
Exercise of powers ............................................. 2-6 
Filling of vacancies ............................................ 2-5 
Financial procedures; budget .................. 5-1 et seq. 

Financial procedures. See also that title. 
Free petition; initiative; referendum...... 10-1 et seq. 

Free petition; initiative; referendum. 
See also that title. 

General powers and duties ................................. 2-3 
Inquiries ........................................................... 2-11 
Investigations ................................................... 2-11 
Legislative branch ................................... 2-1 et seq. 
Measures; emergency measures; charter  

objection ......................................................... 2-9 
Powers 

Delegation of powers .................................... 2-10 
Exercise of powers .......................................... 2-6 
General powers and duties .............................. 2-3 

Staff, other .......................................................... 2-8 
President ............................................................. 2-2 
Prohibitions ........................................................ 2-4 
Quorum .............................................................. 2-6 
Reenactment and publication of ordinances .... 11-4 
Reorganization plan by ...................................... 6-1 
Residency ...................................................... 2-1(b) 
Rules of procedure ............................................. 2-6 
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Term ...............................................................2-1(c) 
Vice-president .................................................... 2-2 

 
CITY SOLICITOR 

Free petition; initiative; referendum. See also that 
title. 
Initiative: Commencement of proceedings; 
   referral to city solicitor .............................. 10-4 

 Reenactment and publication of  
  ordinances ..................................................... 11-4 
 
CLERK. See CITY CLERK. 
 
COLLECTOR 
 Collector-treasurer ........................................ 3-3(b) 
 
COMMISSIONS. See DEPARTMENTS AND 
OTHER AGENCIES OF CITY 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (Planning) 
 Adoption ....................................................... 7-4(b) 
 Content ...........................................................7-4(a) 
 Effect ..............................................................7-4(c) 
 Implementation of plan ...................................... 7-5 
 
COMPTROLLER 
 Comptroller of accounts ..................................... 2-7 
 
CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS 
 Financial procedures. See also that title  
 Contracts ............................................................ 5-4 
 

D 
 
DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF 
CITY 
 Appointments and removals............................. 11-2 
 City Council ............................................ 2-1 et seq. 
  City Council. See also that title. 
 Definition of "city agency" ........................ 11-13(c) 
 Designer selection committee, 
  Design review committee ............................. 11-8 
 Inquiries and investigations into 
  affairs of city agencies, etc ........................... 2-11 
 Liability of city officers and agencies .............. 11-5 
 Neighborhood area councils.................... 9-1 et seq. 
  Neighborhood area councils. See also that title. 
 Planning board ................................................... 7-3 
  Planning. See also that title. 
 Planning department .......................................... 7-1 
  Planning. See also that title. 

 Transitional provisions 
  Continuation of government ......................... 12-2 
 School committee .................................... 4-1 et seq. 
  School committee. See also that title. 
 
DESIGNER SELECTION COMMITTEE 
 Established, consultation with, etc. .................. 11-8 
 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 Established, responsibilities, etc. ..................... 11-8 
 

E 
 
ELECTIONS 
 City Council ............................................ 2-1 et seq. 
  City Council. See also that title. 
 Certificate of election and appointment ........... 11-1 
  City clerk. See also that title. 
     Certificate of election and appointment ..... 11-1 
 Meetings of qualified voters ............................. 11-7 
 Neighborhood area councils. See that title. 
  Election of council; vacancies ........................ 9-7 
 Nonpartisan elections ......................................... 8-1 
 Preliminary elections 
 Special elections ................................................. 8-3 
 Regular city elections ......................................... 8-2 
 School committee .......................................... 4-1(c) 
 School committee. See also that title. 
 Special elections ................................................. 8-4 
 State law, application of ..................................... 8-6 
 Voters 
  Defined ................................................... 11-13(i) 
  Meetings of qualified voters ......................... 11-7 
 Wards ................................................................. 8-5 
 
EMPLOYEES OF CITY. See OFFICERS AND 
EMPLOYEES. 
 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH. See MAYOR. 
 

F 
 
FINANCES 
 Collector-treasurer ........................................ 3-3(b) 
 Comptroller of accounts ..................................... 2-7 
 
FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 
 Action on the budget .......................................... 5-2 
 Budget message .................................................. 5-1 
 Capital improvement program ........................... 5-3 
 Contracts ............................................................ 5-4 
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 Submission of budget ......................................... 5-1 
 
FREE PETITION; INITIATIVE; REFERENDUM 
 Definitions 
  Initiative measure ................................... 11-13(e) 
  Referendum measure ............................. 11-13(h) 
 Discretionary petitions, individual ................... 10-1 
 Group petitions, action required ...................... 10-2 
 Initiative 
  Action on petition ......................................... 10-7 
  Additional signatures .................................... 10-6 
  Commencement of proceedings ................... 10-4 
  Opinion of solicitor ...................................... 10-5 
  Referral to city solicitor ................................ 10-4 
  Repeat matters .............................................. 10-3 
  Submission to voters .................................... 10-8 
  Supplemental petitions ................................. 10-8 
  Validation of signatures ................................ 10-7 
 Initiative and referendum 
  Effect of veto by a mayor ........................... 10-19 
  Forms of petitions ....................................... 10-13 
  Inconsistent or conflicting provision .......... 10-18 
  Ineligible measures ..................................... 10-12 
  Notice ......................................................... 10-14 
  Objections ................................................... 10-14 
  Procedures .................................................. 10-14 
  Referral to voters ........................................ 10-15 
  Time of taking effect .................................. 10-17 
  Validations .................................................. 10-14 
 Referendum 
  Action on petition ....................................... 10-11 
  Commencement of proceedings ................. 10-10 
  Right to refer to registered voters ................. 10-9 
  Validation of signatures .............................. 10-11 
 

G 
GENERAL LAWS 
 General laws accepted re charter. 
  See Division 3 of Charter. 
 References to General Laws .......................... 11-11 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 Construction ....................................................... 1-4 
 Form of government .......................................... 1-2 
 Incorporation ...................................................... 1-1 
 Intergovernmental relations ............................... 1-5 
 Powers of the city .............................................. 1-3 
 Transitional provisions 
  Continuation of government ......................... 12-2 
 

I 

 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 Capital improvement program ........................... 5-3 
 
INCORPORATION 
 Generally ............................................................ 1-1 
 
INITIATIVE. See FREE PETITION; 
INITIATIVE; 
REFERENDUM 
 

L 
 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH. See CITY COUNCIL. 
 

M 
 
MAYOR (Executive branch) 
 Absence, sickness, disability .............................. 3-9 
 Adoption of measures; mayor's veto .................. 3-8 
 Appointments 
  Removal of officials appointed by mayor ...... 3-6 
  Temporary appointments ................................ 3-6 
 Citizen assistance officer 
  Appointment by mayor, etc. ...................... 3-2(b) 
 Communications to the city council 
  Calling of special meetings of the city council3-7 
 Compensation .................................................... 3-1 
 Counsel before any city officer or agency 
  Mayor not to appear as ................................. 11-6 
 Election .............................................................. 3-1 
 Executive powers 
  Assistants ........................................................ 3-2 
  Enforcement of ordinance .............................. 3-2 
 Free petitions; initiative; referendum. 
  See also that title. 
  Initiative and referendum; effect of veto 
   by the mayor ........................................ 10-19 
 Removal of officials ........................................... 3-5 
  Temporary appointment ................................. 3-6 
 Reorganization plan by ...................................... 6-2 
 Temporary absence from office of mayor .......... 3-9 
 Term .................................................................. 3-1 
 Vacancy in office of mayor .............................. 3-10 
 

N 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD AREA COUNCILS 
 Annual reports .................................................. 9-10 
 Boundaries, consideration in setting .................. 9-5 

Boundary changes of a neighborhood service 
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 area ................................................................. 9-4 
Bylaws ................................................................ 9-9 
Compensation .................................................... 9-9 
Election of council; vacancies ............................ 9-7 
Financial records .............................................. 9-11 
Meetings ............................................................. 9-9 
Neighborhood service area, dissolution of ......... 9-6 
Neighborhood service areas, establishment of ... 9-2 
Petition, creation by ........................................... 9-3 
Powers and functions ......................................... 9-8 
Purpose ............................................................... 9-1 
Quorum .............................................................. 9-9 

 
 O 
 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

Administrative personnel, continuation of ....... 12-3 
Appointment and removal ................................ 11-2 
Appointments by mayor ..................................... 3-3 

Notice of appointment .................................... 3-4 
Removal of officials by mayor ....................... 3-5 
Temporary appointments ................................ 3-6 

Certificate of election and appointment ........... 11-1 
Citizen assistance officer .............................. 3-2(b) 
City clerk. See that title. 
City solicitor. See that title. 
Collector-treasurer ........................................ 3-3(b) 
Comptroller of accounts ..................................... 2-7 
Inquiries and investigations by city council 

  City Council requiring city officer to appear 
before council, etc. .................................... 2-11 

Liability of city officers and agencies .............. 11-5 
Mayor ...................................................... 3-1 et seq. 

Mayor. See also that title. 
Planning director ................................................ 7-2 

Planning. See also that title. 
Rules and regulations ....................................... 11-3 
Transitional provisions 

Continuation of administrative personnel ..... 12-3 
 
ORDINANCES 

Continuation ..................................................... 12-1 
Enforcement of ordinances by mayor, etc.  ........ 3-1 
Reenactment and publication of ordinances .... 11-4 

 
 P 
 
PERSONNEL OF CITY. See OFFICERS AND 
EMPLOYEES 
 

PETITION. See FREE PETITION; INITIATIVE;  
REFERENDUM 
 
PLANNING 

Comprehensive plan ........................................... 7-4 
Implementation of plan ...................................... 7-5 
Planning board ................................................... 7-3 
Planning department ........................................... 7-1 
Planning director ................................................ 7-2 

 
POWERS OF CITY 

Construction of powers ...................................... 1-4 
Generally ............................................................ 1-3 

 
PROPERTY 

Transfer of records and property ...................... 12-4 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES 

Construction ..................................................... 11-8 
 
 R 
 
RECORDS 

Transfer of records and property ...................... 12-4 
 
REFERENDUM. See FREE PETITION; 
INITIATIVE; REFERENDUM 
 
RELATED LAWS 

Related laws re charter. See Division 2 of 
Charter. 

 
REORGANIZATION PLANS 

By city council ................................................... 6-1 
By mayor ............................................................ 6-2 
Publication ......................................................... 6-3 

 
 S 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Composition .................................................. 4-1(a) 
Counsel before any city officer or agency, 

Members of school committee shall not 
appear as .................................................... 11-6 

Election and terms ......................................... 4-1(c) 
Eligibility ...................................................... 4-1(b) 
Filling of vacancies ............................................ 4-6 
General powers and duties ................................. 4-3 
New school buildings ......................................... 4-4 
Organization ....................................................... 4-2 
Prohibition ........................................................ 11-6 
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Prohibitions; appointive city officer 
of city employment ...................................... 4-5 

Quorum .............................................................. 4-2 
Residency ...................................................... 4-1(b) 
Rules of procedure ............................................. 4-2 

 
SPECIAL ACTS 

Disposition of ................................................... 12-6 
 
 T 
 
TAXATION 

Effect on obligations, taxes and other  
legal acts ....................................................... 12-5 

 
TIME 

Computation of time ...................................... 11-12 

 
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

Continuation ..................................................... 12-1 
Continuation of administrative personnel ........ 12-3 
Continuation of government ............................ 12-2 
Disposition of special acts ................................ 12-6 
Effect on obligations, taxes and other  

legal acts ....................................................... 12-5 
Time of taking effect ........................................ 12-7 
Transfer of records and property ...................... 12-4 

 
TREASURER 

Collector-treasurer ........................................ 3-3(b) 
 
 V 
 
VOTERS, VOTING. See ELECTIONS. 
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