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Newton Parks & Recreation Commission Parks & Recreation
_Meetmg Minutes Robert J. DeRubeis

City Hall - Room 202 Commissioner

7:00 p.m. —-Tuesday July 15, 2014

Attending: Chairman Magni, Vice-Chairman Tucker, Commissioner DeRubeis, Byron Dunker, Bethel Bilezikian
Charkoudian, Andrew Stern, Jack Neville, Peter Kastner

Meeting began at 7:04pm

1. Meeting Minutes —June 16, 2014- accepted 7-0

2. Bowen PTO- Thompsonville Playground- Basketball Court —Public Hearing
e The Bowen PTO appeared before the P & R Commission for an informational meeting on May 19™. The
PTO proposed a half-court basketball court in Thompsonville Playground. Bowen Elementary School is
overcrowded and modular buildings are being installed. The play area currently used has drainage
issues and is referred to as the “mud pit”. There is an issue getting the kids outside for recess. A
comprehensive plan is being developed which includes use of the upper field (Thompsonville
Playground). The Commission requested the Bowen PTO come back with a detailed presentation for the
Monday, June 16 P & R Commission meeting. Bowen PTO appeared before the Commission on June
16t
e  Mr. Shugerman, Bowen PTO representative reviewed the proposal. Questions from meeting attendees:
Q. Is lower basketball court being removed?
A. Yes
Q. Will the upper field court be lit?
A. No
Q. This has been presented as a single plan, why are there two courts?
A. Demand by school staff and parents to draw the kids to the upper field away from the mud area in
the lower field. Lower field court is not available for use.
Q. Did the architect say the plan would work with a 4” impediment blocking the drain? The asphalt
has not been laid out according to the plan
A. Roughly fits the design
Q. Is the plan in the planning stage? Abutters are surprised to see the blacktop put in on the lower
field without notification.
A. There are two phases currently the plan is in phase I.
Q. Why weren’t the abutters surveyed?
A. There were conversations with the school administration and parents. Principal Guzzi and the staff
support the proposal
Chairman Magni redirected the conversation to the proposal for the upper field basketball court. The
P & R Commission has no jurisdiction over the lower field which is school land.
Q. Why a half court in the upper field, has a full court been considered?
A. A full court would not fit and the court is for the school aged kids, not to attract the older kids.
Q. Current abutters have seen teenagers on the lower field court late at night, there is drinking in the
upper field, how will the upper field by monitored?
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A. The group does not anticipate the half court to draw the attention of the older kids. The police can
be called to patrol the area.

Q. Does the Bowen PTO support the proposed off-leash area for Thompsonville Playground?
A. The Bowen PTO has sent general language to endorse the Off-leash area as proposed.

Q. Is the stone water fountain staying?
A.Yes

Q. How much space is there between the courts and the trees?
A. 15’-20' gap

Q. Who is responsible for installation?
A. Parks & Recreation Department.

Q. Scrub brush encroaches on the upper field do you plan to clear it out?
A. Yes- on the Parks land which starts half way down the hill.

Chairman Magni asked for comments from the meeting attendees.

John Talvacchia, 302 Cypress Street commented he appreciates the efforts of the PTO members and
asks the members to consider a full court basketball court.

Jerry Tishler, 287 Langley Rd # 31 respectfully disagrees with the proposal. There will be trouble with
kids in the upper field, the proposed court is in a remote area it is an attractive nuisance. The mandate
for Parks & Recreation land is open space.

Sol Nasisr, 41 Cloverland Rd., commented the lower field has never been suitable for the kids to play on,
the current basketball court is used for a variety of games and he supports the proposal.

Dee Mallon, 10 Oakmont Rd stated she was the last person to submit a proposal to the Commission for
the drainage issue. Without drainage there will be no grass.

Jennifer Patterson stated if the kids could be directed to the upper field it would be great, little kids
don’t usually play basketball but they could play in the fields.

Joel Hirshhorn, 14 Oakmont Road, stated he has been an abutter for twenty years and is unconvinced
multiple basketball courts are a good use of space it will be more of a nuisance. This should have been
discussed with abutters to determine what is best for the community.

Jane Hirshhorn 14 Oakmont Road stated the jurisdiction is unclear of the property lines between school
land and Parks & Recreation land. This needs to be clarified along with a movement towards working
together.

Lisa Wynman stated the overall plan looks good as done by the experienced architect. Separation of
space between younger kids and older kids is a good idea.

Sekony Noel, 394 Langley Rd sees two compelling issues tonight, an increase of noise for the abutters
and the kids needing extra space and she supports the proposal.

Deena Freed, 48 Warren Street stated 504 kids at Bowen School need the extra space and supports the
proposal.

Carolyn Schofield, 57 Daniel Street stated all three of her children attend Bowen School and they all
play basketball and supports the proposal.

Susan Stanton stated she is in favor of more space for the kids.

Jess Brooks has been involved in the process it is difficult learning about the process as you go along
and the group tried very hard to gather input from different people.

Chairman Magni closed the public comments and asked for Commission comments.

Mr. Kastner stated the Newton Public Schools (NPS) does things differently and is surprised at the
administrative difference between NPS and Parks & Recreation. The basketball court id a proper use of
park land.

Mr. Dunker stated a small percentage of open space benefits the kids in the City. Mr. Dunker runs one
of the little leagues and has games in Thompsonville Playground there have been no complaints about
the kids. Making the open space more accessible to kids is important for the community.

Mr. Stern stated he is an abutter of Newton Centre Playground and feels the abutter’s pain butitis a
fact of life and this is a minimum intrusion of open space and serves the need of the school.
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e  Mr. Tucker stated two of his children went to school at Bowen in the 90’s the playground is usually
mayhem first and organization second and likes the idea of spreading the kids out. The idea of growing
grass in the lower field is useless; kids cannot be kept off the grass.

Mr. Dunker made the motion to accept the proposal for a half-court basketball court in Thompsonville
Playground as presented. Mr. Tucker seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0.

3. New Business

e Chairman Magni stated Mr. Stern would like to discuss Crystal Lake.

e Mr. Stern stated he is frustrated by the trespassing and disregard for the rules and regulations at Crystal
Lake. The reasons the rules cannot be enforced are:

i. The Clerk Magistrate stated the ordinance lacks effective law.
ii. Believes the Board of Alderman, from a political perspective, are reluctant to vote on a new
ordinance.

e Mr. Stern is proposing the Commission pursue the possibility of retaining council, pro-bono to take
action to enforce a public official to enforce the law/rules and regulations.

e Ms. Charkoudian asked if this would be enforcement for Crystal Lake only. Mr. Stern replied yes
primarily for Crystal Lake.

e Mr. Stern stated the City is working on maintaining the health of the lake and the trespassers jeopardize
the health of the lake. The P & R Commission has the right to retain a police force; this proposal would
start a conversation with the Mayor and Aldermen.

e  Mr. Tucker asked if Newton Police would say they have been waiting for the ability to enforce the law.
Mr. Stern stated Newton Police cannot react to calls/complaints. Mr. Tucker stated he would not
recommend pursuing this proposal if the Newton Police don’t say it is what they need.

e  Mr. Stern stated the Commission needs to know:

i. If the Clerk Magistrate will not support the current ordinance
ii. Board of Alderman — if the political route is blocked
iii. Hear from the Newton Police

e Commissioner DeRubeis stated he wanted to disclose he met with members of the Swim at Your Own
Risk (SAYOR) group and Marie Lawlor, Assistant City Solicitor. The meeting was to discuss a proposal for
a formal swim club at Crystal Lake. Mr. Stern asked if this would be a privatized group. Commissioner
DeRubeis stated this does not preclude the Commission from moving forward with this proposal.

e Mr. Stern is requesting permission from the Commission to move forward with this proposal to have
enforcement in place by 2015.

e Mr. Kastner suggested going to the City’s Law Department first.

e Mr. Stern commented more info is needed before the action stage:

i. Clerk Magistrate opinion
ii. BOA input
iii. New ordinance
iv. Police input

e Mr. Stern stated this would be a vehicle to move the issue off the stalemate position.

e Chairman Magni suggested speaking with the City’s Law Department first.

e Mr. Stern stated we may already have the formal opinion from the City’s Law Department, we need to
write a new ordinance and the BOA must approve the new ordinance. This is not intended to embarrass
the city, but may indicate the City is not helping out and it will get the discussion going.

e  Mr. Tucker commented this issue needs to be clarified no matter what it takes.

e Allin attendance agreed Chairman Magni will speak with the City’s Law Department.

Meeting Adjourned 8:44 pm
Respectfully Submitted,
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