Parks & Recreation

Newton Parks & Recreation Commission

Special Meeting Minutes

Aldermanic Chambers

7:00 p.m. —Monday, August 24, 2015

Attending: Chairman Arthur Magni, Vice-Chairman Richard Tucker, Commissioner Bob
DeRubeis, Bethel Charkoudian, Byron Dunker, Andy Stern, Peter Kastner, Peter Johnson

Meeting began 7:00 pm

1. Cabot School Renovation Project — Informational meeting

Chairman Magni reminded all in attendance this meeting is an
informational meeting. Public comments will be heard at a public hearing
which could be scheduled in September.

Alex Valcarce, Public Buildings Department commented tonight’s
presentation is the third update for the Cabot School Renovation project.
The group is looking for the best solution while following the Mass School
Building Authority requirements. There is a requirement of 90 parking
spaces for Cabot School. There has been discussion of working with Cabot
Park Village to use spaces in their lot. Mr. Valcarce introduced Leno Filippi
of DiNesco Design Partnership.

Mr. Filippi reviewed the presentation (see attached). The current building
built in the 1950’s will be demolished. The building from 1929 will be
used. Currently the school has 27 thousand square feet and it needs 85
thousand square feet.

Mr. Tucker asked if parking is first come first serve or assigned spots. Mr.
Valcarce replied the spots are usually not assigned. During school hours
the spots would be used by school staff, during non-school hours the
parking would be shared usage. Mr. Tucker asked if neighbors lose the
option to park in the spots during school hours. Mr. Valcarce answered
yes.

Chairman Magni asked how they came up with 90 spots required. Mr.
Valcarce replied an analysis was done at the school on the usage by full
time, part time and specialist staff.

Mr. Stern asked what the percentage of the parks land is taken for the no
lot option. Mr. Filippi stated .39 acres.

Mr. Stern asked besides the use of Cabot Village what other alternatives
were explored and rejected. Mr. Valcarce stated nothing has been
rejected; the parking will be in the neighborhood. A parking study will be
done in the next few weeks.

Chairman Magni asked Commissioner DeRubeis if sports teams could use
other fields instead of moving the softball field. Commissioner DeRubeis
stated losing the softball field is not an option, if the field is not relocated
then the soccer field will have a partial dirt surface.
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Chairman Magni asked the members to take a vote to move the proposal
to a public hearing and which proposal will be presented at the public
hearing.

Mr. Valcarce stated the group is looking for approval of either the 28 car
lot or no lot option. The 45 car lot has been removed as an option.

Mr. Tucker stated he lives near Boston College (BC) and there is perpetual
parking in the neighborhood by BC staff, is this the same issue at Cabot
School?

Alderman Fuller commented there would be a plan for parking at Cabot
School similar to NNHS including the school/community input.

Mr. Tucker made the motion to move the proposal to public hearing, Mr.
Dunker seconded the motion

Mr. Stern asked if all three options were going to public hearing. Mr.
Valcarce stated only the 28 car lot and no lot options will be presented at
a public hearing.

Mr. Stern suggested amending the motion and split the vote into two
votes, one vote for the 28 car lot and one vote for the no lot.

Mr. Kastner stated even with the no lot option park space is being taken
for perimeter parking, the play area and turnaround. Is it safe for kids to
be playing near a turn around?

Mr. Johnson stated it is shortsighted not to have both options for public
comment. Will there be additional information on alternative parking
ideas by the public hearing? Mr. Valcarce stated they will continue to
work on the alternative ideas.

Ms. Charkoudian asked why there is no 4th option, one without a turn
around. Mr. Valcarce stated the turnaround is needed for parking and
drop off.

Ms. Charkoudian stated there is no mention of mitigation if parkland is
utilized. Mr. Valcarce stated there is a list of various ideas and the list is
still out there.

Mr. Stern asked the members if there is a reason for a two part vote. Is
there any chance, as stewards, that the 28 car lot option would pass a
vote?

Mr. Tucker commented there is shared park land at Angier School and
most likely down the road for Zervas School. There is concern, are we
doing the best job we can, but we cannot vote down a school project.
Ms. Charkoudian stated it is the Commissions responsibility to protect
park land.

Mr. Kastner asked Commissioner DeRubeis if there was any dedicated
recreation parking. Commissioner DeRubeis replied no. Mr. Kastner
asked, what is Parks & Recreation’s responsibility in developing parking
for recreation programs. Abutters are most impacted by the parking.

Ms. Charkoudian requested the no Lot option be renamed. No Lot gives
the impression that no park land is being taken.

Mr. Stern stated the Commission should turn down the 28 car lot option
to force another alternative. Mr. Stern withdrew his amendment to the
motion.
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Mr. Tucker made the motion to move the 28 car lot option and no lot option
to a public hearing. Mr. Dunker seconded the motion. Motion passed 6-1 (stern).

Meeting adjourned 8:20 pm
Respectfully Submitted

Robin MeLaaghlin
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