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                        Newton Parks & Recreation Commission  

Meeting Minutes 

Room 209 – City Hall 

7:00 p.m. –Monday, June 15, 2015 

Attending: Chairman Arthur Magni, Vice-Chairman Richard Tucker, Commissioner Bob 
DeRubeis, Bethel Charkoudian, Byron Dunker, Don Fishman, Peter Johnson, Peter 
Kastner, Jack Neville 
 

 Youth Awards, 7pm in the Aldermanic Chambers, recipients: 
 
  Judge Franklin N. Flaschner    Joshua Cohen 

Judge Julian Yesley Young Award   SeungWan Kang 
Police Officer Robert Braceland    Andrew Goldstein 
Irene Bickleman Junior Youth Award  Matthew Moylan 
Russell J. Halloran Lifetime Achievement Award  Rich Catrambone 

 
 Meeting began 7:57 pm 
 

1. Meeting Minutes – May 18, 2015  

 Approved 8-0 
 

2. Commissioner’s Reports on Programs, Forestry and Maintenance 

 The Beautification Department will now be under the Parks & Recreation 
Department starting July 1, 2015. 

 The department continues to work with the Executive Department to update 
the policy and procedure for replacing play structures. 

 Mr. Neville asked about the temporary structure that collapsed in the Public 
Works yard on Eliot St.  Commissioner DeRubeis replied the structure was 
previously used for the temporary fire station, when the fire station moved 
out, P & R maintenance stored equipment in the structure.  Some equipment 
was damaged.  

 
3. Cabot School Renovation Project – informational (see attached design) 

 In attendance to present the proposal: Alejandro Valcarce, Public Buildings 
Department, Donna DiNesco & Leno Filippi, DiNesco Design Partnership, Tom 
Murphy, JLA, Inc. 

 Chairman Magni reminded all in attendance this is an informational meeting, 
public comment will be held until there is a public hearing.  

 Mr. Filippi presented the attached design for the Cabot School renovation 
project.  There have been several designs throughout the process. With the 
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current plan the group is keeping the original building built in 1929.  The 
goals are to provide additional parking and connectivity with the park.  

 Mr. Tucker asked how much of the park is being taken for additional parking. 
Mr. Filippi replied a half acre.  

 Mr. Kastner asked if any other alternatives have been looked at.  Mr. Fillipi 
replied this design has the least impact overall. 

 Mr. Neville asked if the bus entrance is on park land.  Mr. Fillipi replied yes.  
Mr. Johnson stated with the turnaround (1/4 acre) and additional parking 
(1/2 acre) the total park land taken is ¾ of an acre. 

 Mr. Tucker asked if eminent domain is still an option.  Alderman Albright 
responded this is a different situation than the Zervas project, the status of 
the houses near Zervas was one house was in foreclosure and the other 
house was for sale.  

 Alderman Albright stated she is thrilled to be part of the Cabot School 
renovation project and creating a better connection between the school and 
the park.  Parking is a concern and there are other parking alternatives.  
Alderman Albright has spoken with the owner of Cabot Village and he is 
willing to participate in a parking study. Alderman Albright asks the city to 
work harder to find other options. 

 Alderman Fuller commented the group has looked at a lot of options.  A 
concern is parking in the neighborhood, and keeping passive and active 
recreation in the park.  The proposed plan is good and the group needs to 
work on passive recreation space. The design of having the gym as part of 
park land is a real advantage.  

 Mr. Tucker asked if there is a commitment to provide a parking space for 
each person.  Mr. Fillipi responded the school needs 90 parking spaces.  

 Mr. Fillipi stated there has been some discussion of additions to the park that 
include: replacing the perimeter fence, additional irrigation and reclamation 
of ballfield, and a picnic area in the green space in the new parking area. 

 Chairman Magni stated we cannot dismiss the heritage of the park, Olmstead 
made it clear the importance of unstructured open space. This plan saturates 
the park with programming.  Chairman Magni agrees with Alderman Albright 
regarding the parking, other parking alternatives need to be researched. 

 Mr. Tucker suggested making the gym two stories with parking below the 
gym. 

 Mr. Fishman agreed scrutiny on parking is needed, along with a better vision 
on how people enter and exit the school.  

 Ms. Charkoudian stated the commission members were appointed to the P & 
R Commission with the task to protect the open space and the parks of 
Newton. 

 Mr. Fishman stated this project is not ready for a vote, it is just beginning.  
 

Mr. Neville made the motion to form a sub-committee to include neighbors, school parents, 
commission members and public buildings to discuss the plan.  Mr. Fishman seconded the 

motion. Motion passed 8-0. 
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 Commissioner DeRubeis asked who will be appointed to the sub-committee.  

 The commission members agreed; Commissioner DeRubeis, Carol Schein, Jack 
Neville, Buzz Dunker, Public Buildings representatives, neighborhood 
representative and a parent from the school . 

 
4. New Business 

 CPC appointment- Don Fishman - current representative 
 

Mr. Tucker made the motion to re-appoint Don Fishman as the P & R Commission 
representative on the Community Preservation Committee.  Mr. Johnson seconded the 

motion. Motion passed 8-0. 
 

 
 

Meeting adjourned 9:25pm 
Respectfully Submitted  

Robin McLaughlin 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Proposed Cabot School Renovation Plan 

 


