Newton Parks & Recreation Commission

Parks & Recreation

Meeting Minutes
Room 211 - City Hall

Attending: Chairman Magni, Commissioner DeRubeis, Andy Stern, Al Cecchinelli, Melissa Sommer,
Michael Clarke, Jack Neville

1. Meeting Minutes

November 2019 minutes approved 6-0

2. Commissioner’s Reports on Programs, Forestry and Maintenance

The Commissioner invited all Commission members to the department holiday party on
Wednesday Dec 18, the department will be honoring Dave Mandatori who is retiring
after almost 50 years.
Newton North indoor recreation programs: Ricky Paglia and Sean Nickerson have
changed the program, some activities are a flat fee and others, like the fitness center,
have a drop-in fee, the new system is working well. There was an issue with the air
quality at the pool, the handler was not working properly. Worked with David Stickney
(NPS) and the issue has been resolved.
Newton South High School Indoor Recreation started in January. Badminton has grown
and continues to grow every year.
Camp fees are increasing this year. Camp attendance is down, and minimum wage has
increased. Camp accounts also pay for outdoor swim payroll. The budget line for
seasonal wages went from $170,000.00 to zero in 2014. Last year swim staff wages
were ~ $300,000.00. The Executive Office is aware of the issue. Chairman Magni asked
about the Scholarship funds. Commissioner Derubeis stated the $5.00/camper/week is
put aside for the scholarship fund.
Summer Camp Fair is scheduled Sunday January 26, 12-4 in NNHS Cafeteria
Luis Perez Demorizi, Open Space Coordinator is doing a great job with the many projects
he is managing.
There is a referendum on the Northland Project. Mr. Neville commented the issue the
neighbors have with the project is:

e The exit to Oak Street

e Parking

e The proposed eight story building, the neighbors would like to

see nothing above 5 story building

IPM Committee has been meeting regularly. To have successful turf fields you need to
use herbicides. There are people on the IPM Committee with the knowledge to do this
correctly.
Forestry has a new position being filled. This person will be doing both admin and field
work.
This is the first season Forestry has planted more trees than have been removed.

3. Caribbean Festival — Informational- Andrew Sharpe

Mr. Sharpe is proposing a multi-cultural Caribbean festival on Saturday, September 12,
2020 on the Newton Centre Green. Mr. Sharpe assisted in organizing a similar event in
Boston on the Rose Kennedy Greenway. The goal is to attract 2-3 thousand people to
experience a bit of Caribbean Culture. There will be mixed vendors, food trucks with the
focus on Caribbean arts and foods. There will be entertainment but no loud music.

Mr. Stern asked the hours of the event and if alcohol will be served. Mr. Sharpe replied
11am — dusk and no there will not be any alcohol.
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Mr. Stern asked if this event is in place of the Boston event. Mr. Sharpe replied no this
would be a supplemental event. Commissioner DeRubeis commented Paula Gannon of
the Cultural Development Department will be involved.

Mr. Cecchinelli motioned to move the proposal to a public hearing. Mr. Clarke seconded the motion. Motion

passed 6-0

Mr. Stern asked when the public hearing would be scheduled, he would like detailed
information. Commissioner DeRubeis suggested Mr. Sharpe canvas the neighborhood
and speak to the local vendors and come back in March with the information. After the
March meeting, schedule a public hearing.

4. Committee Reports

Community Preservation Committee — No report
Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee — First meeting this week
Farm Commission

o Noreport

o Commissioner DeRubeis spoke with the Fire Department regarding the issue
with inspecting the fire box recently installed at the farm. When a box is
installed by an outside contractor, it is common practice for the new box to be
maintained by an independent contractor. The Fire Department does respond
to calls from the box.

Commonwealth Golf Course

o Meeting last week. Discussion on this year’s project and the condo abutting the

course wants to sell their tennis courts.
Crystal Lake Working Group (CLWG)

o Mr Stern asked about the progress of the Levingston Cove project.

Commissioner DeRubeis stated the project is moving forward.
Off-Leash Area Working Group (OLAWG)

o Peter Mazzapica the Off-Leash Recreation Specialist has been out in the parks,
but it will be a long process informing and educating. Chairman Magni asked if
the fence at Hunnewell is being installed. Commissioner DeRubeis stated the
fence will be re-visited once the area is under control.

NEWCAL-
o Next meeting Jan 16th
Athletic Fields Committee

o Justin Traxler, Newton Girls Soccer, stated the working group has been meeting
and making no progress with the permitting process. There will be no changes
to the process for the spring season. Chairman Magni recommended appointing
a third party to review the process and asked if any other Cities/Towns have
had this problem. Mr. Traxler responded yes, Brookline.

Policy & Procedure Review
= Field Naming

5. New Business

No New Business
Happy Holidays

Meeting Adjourned at 8:02p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robin MeLanghlin

Parks & Recreation Commission Secretary
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