
 

Thursday, Aug. 20, 2026

(Photo: We had a great Summer Meet-Up at Farlow Park in Newton Corner
last week. The park, Newton's oldest, was designed by George Frederick
Meacham, who also worked on the plans for the Boston Public Garden. Our
last Summer Meet-Up is Aug. 28 - see details below.)

Dear Friends:

It's cloudy with a chance of rain tonight for our final Village Movie Night
before the start of school - so we're moving inside.

Join us at 8 p.m. at 275 Grove Street for a fun, family friendly, good time
movie, Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, about a town where food falls
from the sky instead of rain.

Movie critic Ty Burr will introduce the movie, and as always, the folks from
West Newton Cinema will be on hand selling popcorn and candy.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZJOc6vxpSx/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZJOc6vxpSx/


In this Update I’ll focus on:

﻿Washington Street Pilot
Early Voting for the State Primary Starts Saturday
Kratom Banned in Massachusetts
Backyard Blueprints ADU Design Competition

A Fresh look at Washington Street

The changes along Washington Street have been in place since last
summer, and it’s time to take a fresh look at what may be working, what may
not be, and what we have learned from the pilot.

First, however, we’ve already
made the decision to remove
the large, rust colored planters
that are difficult to see at night
and pose logistical problems
for plowing and road
maintenance.

(Photo: One of the planters
along Washington Street that
will be removed soon.)

The Department of Public
Works will remove the planters
from Washington Street soon
and place them in other public
locations around the city where
they can add greenery and be
enjoyed by residents.

We all want a Washington Street that is safe and accessible, functions well,
and is attractive for the neighborhoods it connects. And we know that getting
this right requires listening to our residents who live in this area, the drivers,
bicyclists, and pedestrians who frequent this corridor, our first responders,
and the businesspeople and restauranteurs who work there.



We’ve already heard from many of you and we’re taking that input seriously
as we begin to consider what changes to the current street design from
Washington Street from Chestnut Street to Lowell Avenue may be needed.

Save the date and join us on Wednesday, October 28 from 6 to 7 p.m. at the
Cooper Center in person or on zoom for a community meeting to discuss
how we can improve Washington Street. We’ll have more details as the date
approaches.

Early In-Person Voting Starts Saturday

Early, in-person voting for the Tuesday, Sept.1 State Primary begins at City
Hall this Saturday, Aug. 22, and continues through Friday, Aug. 28.

Poll Hours:

Saturday, Aug. 22 and Sunday, Aug. 23,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 24 through Friday, Aug.
28, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Early Vote Poll hours will be extended to
8 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 25.

Primary Voter Registration Deadline

Voters must be registered to vote by this Saturday, August 22, at 5 p.m. to
cast a ballot in the State Primary. Click here to register online.

Vote by Mail or Absentee Ballot

City Clerk Drew Willison recommends voters mail ballots to City Hall at least
one week before the Sept. 1 election. Ballots can be mailed to: City Clerk’s
Office, Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton, 02459. Ballots
can also be dropped into the secure ballot boxes in front of City Hall anytime
before 8 p.m. on election day.

Please know that ballots received by mail or dropped off after polls close at 8
p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 1 will not be counted.

Click here for more Vote by Mail instructions. 

Election Day

Polls are open across the city from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 1.

Click here to find your polling location. Click here (and scroll down) to see
sample State Primary Ballots, and click here for more election information.

Temporary Ban on Kratom Products in Massachusetts

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/elections#docaccess-9612922e1b927419567e95ef815728b834a36b347d19ec2283001e16f40bf37f
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/elections#docaccess-26bac4f2f5b464f31c0c3d8209e605a4b4dbb66fe5489904d37191355eb339a1
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/elections
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/elections


Governor Maura Healey last week announced a one-year emergency order
restricting the sale of kratom, a substance which contains compounds that
can affect the brain in ways similar to opioids.

The Newton Health and Human Services
Department has notified all establishments with
food, tobacco, or alcohol permits in our city of the
emergency order. After next week, when the
order takes effect, there should be no kratom
products sold in Newton.

Kratom is sold in many forms, including powders,
capsules, tablets, gummies, drink mixes, liquid
extracts, and shots, which may be especially
appealing to children and teens according to health officials. Parents and
consumers can check packaging for words such as “Kratom,” “Mitragyna
speciosa,” “Mitragynine,” “7-OH,” or “7-hydroxymitragynine.”

If you find a kratom product being sold at a retailer in Newton, please report
it to HHS at 617-796-1420 or health@newtonma.gov.
Find more information at mass.gov/info-details/kratom.

Help is Available

Kratom has been associated with serious health risks, including nausea,
vomiting, seizures, liver problems, dependence, withdrawal symptoms, and
other harmful effects.

If you suspect a kratom or opioid overdose, naloxone (Narcan) can help
reverse the symptoms. Newton Health & Human Services provides free
naloxone, training on how to use it, and resources for people seeking help
with substance use.

For more information or to access these resources, contact Newton Health &
Human Services at 617-796-1420 or health@newtonma.gov.

Backyard Blueprints: Call for Detached ADU Designs

Our Planning and Development Department received a 2026 AARP
Community Challenge grant to help make it easier and more affordable to
build accessory dwelling units (ADUs) in Newton.

With that support, we are officially launching Backyard Blueprints, a
detached ADU design competition. From now through Friday, Oct. 9, we are
inviting architects, builders, designers, students, manufacturers, and other
design professionals to submit their ideas for well-designed, code-compliant
ADUs that could work in backyards across Newton.

Who can apply? Individuals, students, or teams of architects, builders,
manufacturers, designers, and other design professionals can
participate. There is no requirement for experience, but every
submission must include plans stamped by a Massachusetts-registered
professional engineer or registered architect.

mailto:health@newtonma.gov
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/kratom
mailto:health@newtonma.gov


How will the competition work? Once submitted, each design will be
reviewed by the City’s Planning and Inspectional Services Departments
to ensure it complies with applicable codes and ordinances.

Designs that meet all requirements will then advance to a public vote.

The three designs receiving the most votes will receive:
1st Place: $5,000
2nd Place: $4,000
3rd Place: $3,000

There is also another important part of the competition: All designs that meet
applicable codes and ordinances—including the winning designs—will be
made available for Newton homeowners to purchase for a fixed cost of
$1,000, paid directly to the design owner.

Visit newtonma.gov/adu for complete information, including the application,
legal contract, FAQs, and competition details. We’ll also be hosting a
webinar, stay tuned for details.

Preserving Newton’s History, One Building at a Time

History is all around us in Newton. It is in the houses we pass, the storefronts
that anchor many of our village centers, the churches and civic buildings that
have served generations, and in the architectural details that give our
neighborhoods their distinctive character.

Helping us understand, protect, and preserve that history is Chief
Preservation Planner David Lewis and Senior Preservation Planner Kimberly
Crocker.

(Photo: David Lewis and Kimberly Crocker standing by the historical marker
on City Hall designating 1932 as the year it was built.)

David has served Newton since 2023, and Kimberly joined the City a year
later and their paths to City Hall have been anything but ordinary.

David worked with the National Park Service at Minute Man National
Historical Park and at the Baseball Hall of Fame, a job that put him in close
proximity to some pretty cool memorabilia (which he may or may not have
actually held) - including the jersey “Big Papi” David Ortiz wore in the 2004
World Series, and a bat used by Dustin Pedroia during the 2007 World
Series. During his internship at the Hall of Fame, David primarily researched

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/zoning-and-development/zoning-updates/accessory-dwelling-units-adu


the history of Negro Leagues baseball and
wrote multiple articles for the museum’s
website.

Kimberly grew up in Nashville, a city rich in
beautiful and diverse American architecture.
Her passion for preservation eventually
brought her to the University of Florida’s
Preservation Institute in Nantucket, where
she served as co-director of the field school.
Kimberly moved to Boston as a private
consultant developing preservation plans,
writing design guidelines, and helping other
cities plan for climate change before joining
the City of Newton.

She recently added another accomplishment to her preservation resume, co-
authoring the chapter “Resilient Heritage Trinidad and Tobago: An
Interdisciplinary Approach to Building Resilience and Adaptation” as part of
The Routledge Handbook on Cultural Heritage and Climate Justice.

“The project brought together international resources and local knowledge to
address the concern of climate change and its effects on the people and
cultural heritage of Trinidad and Tobago. I loved working with the National
Trust of Trinidad and Tobago, the University of Florida, and the U.S.
Department of State on this project which resulted in feasible responses to
the climate challenges ahead,” Kimberly said.

David and Kimberly work closely with the Newton Historical Commission and
the Local Historic District Commissions and are involved in a lot of what
happens behind the scenes to protect our historic properties. They review
building permits for projects involving properties that are 50 years or older,
manage and review applications that come before the City's various Historic
Commissions, answer residents’ questions, and help property owners and
applicants navigate the permitting process.

They also manage Newton’s landmarking process, which provides important
protections for some of our city’s most historically and architecturally
significant properties.

These are two people who are serious about history—and serious about
historic architecture and preserving the stories embodied within these
buildings. But they also understand preservation is not simply about looking
backward. It is also about finding thoughtful ways to allow our city to grow
while respecting the places that make Newton special.

They are both enthusiastic about beginning to see some exciting examples
of this through the Adaptive Re-Use provision of the Village Center Overlay
District, which the City Council adopted nearly two years ago. The provision
creates opportunities to add onto existing historic buildings and preserve
important architectural features while also creating new housing, rather than
demolishing a historic structure and replacing it with something that may be
out of character with the surrounding neighborhood.



What makes David and Kimberly especially effective is their enthusiasm for
working at the local level with Newtonians.

“That’s what I love about this job, having the ability to make a difference on a
local level working with so many people with a real passion and love for their
community,” David said.

Sometimes a Friendly Visit Makes All the Difference

Sometimes, a friendly visit, a helping hand, or a
little extra support can make a world of difference.

Through our partnership with FriendshipWorks,
older adults in Newton can connect with trained
volunteers who provide companionship and
practical assistance—helping residents stay
connected, independent, and engaged in their
community.

Friendly Visitors provide regular social connections, Friendly Helping assists
with small home related projects such as packing or organizing, while
Medical Escort volunteers help residents safely get to and navigate important
medical appointments.

For one Newton resident in her late 70s who lives alone, the program has
created a meaningful new connection. Experiencing loneliness, she was
matched with a Russian-speaking Friendly Visitor and her husband. They
now visit her every week, sharing stories, conversation, and time together in
her native language. She has also turned to FriendshipWorks’ Medical
Escort program when family members could not accompany her to
appointments. Her son says it means so much to see his mother enjoying
these visits and to know that she has an additional source of support.

Stories like this remind us that connection is one of the most important forms
of community support we can offer. These connections can make a
meaningful difference for older adults and their families while giving
volunteers an opportunity to build rewarding relationships in their community.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for the FriendshipWorks
Newton programs or need of these services, contact Karen at
kpoggie@fwelders.org or 617-482-1510 extension 143. More information is
also available at the Cooper Center, 617-796-1671. 

Welcome to Newton Brought New Neighbors Together at City Hall

mailto:kpoggie@fwelders.org


Our first Welcome to Newton
event at City Hall last night was
a great opportunity to meet
some of our newest residents
and introduce them to the
people, programs, services, and
organizations that make our city
such a special place.

The new Welcome to Newton
guide at newtonma.gov is filled
with useful information about
everything from City services
and the Newton Public Schools to getting involved in the community.

A big thank you to all of the nonprofits who joined us last night, answered
questions, and helped show our newest neighbors all that Newton has to
offer.

Couldn't make last night's event? We're hosting a virtual Welcome To
Newton zoom on Thursday, Oct. 1, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Click here to
register.

I'm also looking forward to our last Meet-Up of
the summer, Friday, Aug. 28 at the Auburndale
Cove.

We'll meet at the playground on the banks of
the Charles River at 10:30 a.m. There's plenty
to do for young people, and for the young at
heart including the accessible play structure
and boardwalk to explore the area.

(Click the photo to the right to watch a cool
Instagram video from the playground at The Cove
posted by metrowestmomsblog.)

Come and let me know what's on your mind, ask
questions, discuss neighborhood issues, or to just
say hi. And stay tuned. More Laredo Listens dates
are coming in the fall!

See you around the city,

Mayor Marc

https://www.instagram.com/reels/DbCBsM9h-Ii/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DbCBsM9h-Ii/
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/140963
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/HBh9NvABReudmPsKE8_Z_Q#/registration
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DbCBsM9h-Ii/


Crystal Lake Update

As I announced on Monday, the Newton
Health and Human Services Department will
continue weekly water testing at Crystal Lake
through Labor Day.

The latest water test results at Crystal Lake
from Monday showed the E. coli at safe levels.

Find the results on our website at newtonma.gov/hhs-crystallake.

New Parking Pilot in West Newton

There is a parking pilot currently underway at the
garage located at 24 Chestnut Street in West
Newton. The garage, owned by 1230 West
Newton LLC, is now being managed by LAZ
Parking, and open to the public on weekdays
from 5:30 PM - 12 AM and weekends from 8 AM
- 12 AM. Rates for the garage start at $3/hour,
with a $20 daily maximum. The pilot will run for
approximately two months, and then 1230 West
Newton LLC and LAZ Parking will determine if
there is demand for a permanent implementation.
Parking can be paid for on-site with a QR code or

reserved at https://tinyurl.com/62f5zaxt.

Newton Renters Survey

Are you a renter in Newton? Newton
organizations CAN-DO and U-CHAN want
to hear from you through a Newton Renters
Survey they’ve put together to gather input

about community involvement, schools and childcare, health and
transportation, and housing and money. The survey takes about 15 to 20
minutes to complete. Click here for more information.

Happening This Week and Beyond:

The Monster Groove Band plays at the Hyde
Community Center in Newton Highland this
Friday, Aug. 21, from 6 to 8 p.m., followed by the
movie, Dog Man, about a half dog and half man
who doggedly pursues the feline supervillain

Peter the Cat, follows the performance.

Bring the kids and explore Newton Community Farm at the annual Open
House on Saturday, Aug. 22 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. See the fields, visit the
chickens, and get a close-up look at the summer vegetables growing right

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/health-human-services/crystal-lake
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F62f5zaxt&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Ce6a9154a25404e698e5b08defd4a47c7%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639226692647904220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lWdP76hOmN%2BIoPbo%2BCiwWv0o9IKMBRMdAITVmbLQLvE%3D&reserved=0
https://newtoncan-do.org/
https://www.newtonuchan.org/
https://brandeis.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3kIzHGcOqU9zDZY?Q_CHL=qr


here in Newton. Staff and volunteers will be on hand
for tours and to answer questions. Click here for
more information.

Newton Health & Human Services, in partnership
with the MGH Blood Donor Center, is hosting a
mobile blood drive on Wednesday, August 26,
from 8:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m. at War Memorial Circle
at City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Ave. Register

here to donate. 

What can one person do to push back against
oppression and abuses of power? A new
curated film and discussion series at the
West Newton Cinema with Dr. Julie Levinson
explores that question through eight powerful
films featuring characters who find the

courage to challenge injustice and claim their own agency. Pushback: Films
of Defiance will take place monthly on Thursdays at 4 p.m., September
through April, with a brief introduction before each film and an audience
discussion afterward. Click here for more information.

We know summer is winding down when the
Parks & Recreation Fall Program Guide is
out! Click here to see all the great things being
offered.
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