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(Photo: For 46 years Mary and Scott Pohlman have coached generations of
swimmers as leaders of the Newton BlueFish, a recreational summer and
winter swim team. Their passion and dedication to the sport is legendary, as
is their dedication to the young athletes they teach. This past Saturday the
BlueFish took first place in the Summer Suburban Swim League
Championship held at the Gath Pool Complex with approximately 1,200
participants (and just as many spectators.) Huge Congratulations to the
BlueFish - and to the Pohlmans - for a successful meet and another
successful season.)

Crystal Lake Remains Closed

Crystal Lake will remain temporarily closed due to high E. coli bacteria levels
pending results of the latest water samples expected Tuesday from samples
taken early today.

We immediately closed the beach on Friday after receiving notification that a
confirmation test sample taken during weekly, routine testing exceeded safe
levels of E. coli.
 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZJOc6vxpSx/
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Recreational activity in water with high E. coli levels can cause
gastrointestinal and other symptoms including sore throats and runny noses,
earaches, and itchiness. For any health-related symptoms or concerns,
please contact your primary health care provider.

A new test sample will be sent for testing every weekday until we get sample
results within safe levels. We will continue to post information on the city’s
website at newtonma.gov, and send out an Update as soon as we can
reopen the lake.

More information is available from the Massachusetts Department of Public
Health at mass.gov/beach-water-quality.

Free admission at the Gath Pool Complex will continue for Newton residents
only while Crystal Lake is closed. Click here for the schedule.

Dear Friends,

A huge-shout out to the Newton Police
Department for another great night of live
music, fun activities for kids including face
painting, touch-a-truck, bouncy house and
more, and great food from Blue Ribbon
BBQ and Paddy's Public House at last
week's National Night Out event. It was a
wonderful celebration of community.

(Photo: With Chief Tim Cohoon and members of the Newton Police
Department at National Night Out last week.)

In this Update I’ll focus on:

﻿A New Horace Mann
MBTA's Newtonville Commuter Rail Station Project
Monitor Your Water Use

Getting Ready to Welcome Students at Horace Mann

https://www.newtonma.gov/
https://www.mass.gov/beach-water-quality
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/parks-recreation-culture/aquatics/gath-pool


(Photo: The new library is nearing completion at the Horace Mann
Elementary School. Click here to take a virtual tour of the newly renovated
school with COO Josh Morse.)

The renovations, inside and outside, are nearly complete at the Horace
Mann Elementary School.

Inside, the new addition is substantially finished, the building is now on
permanent power, the elevator has passed inspection, and furniture will soon
begin arriving. The new cafetorium, transformed gymnasium, and brightly
renovated library are ready to become the heart of the school, while work
crews are putting finishing touches on painting and technology installation.

Outside, the new playground with a rubberized surface, basketball court,
landscaping with trees and planting beds, and a new outdoor classroom is all
but complete, and prep work is getting underway for a new ball field.

In just a few weeks, teachers and staff will begin moving into their new
spaces, ready to welcome students into their new, larger classrooms on
Wednesday, Sept. 2.

Huge thanks to Building Commissioner Alex Valcarce, Deputy Commissioner
Tommy Rooney, the Public Buildings staff, the project architect and general
contractor, and tradespeople who worked incredibly hard to get this school
completed on budget and on schedule.

The finish line is in sight! NPS is planning an open house for the community -
stay tuned for the date.

Getting Ready for MBTA Construction at Newtonville Rail Station

The MBTA expects to begin early action work this November on a new
Newtonville Commuter Rail Station along Washington Street.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKPjtBiOUZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKPjtBiOUZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKPjtBiOUZc


We know the benefits – a station
everyone can access safely as well as
faster and more frequent service that
should bring a boost to area shops and
restaurants.

(Photo: Rigtht, the Newtonville Commuter
Rail Station current conditions. Below, the
design for the new station.)

We also know the 2 ½ year construction
period will be a huge headache for
commuters, residents in the
neighborhood, drivers along Washington
Street, and for area businesses.

There is no avoiding some of the inconvenience. The station will close this
December and remain out of service during construction, expected to last
through June of 2029. (Click here for travel alternatives.) The work will be
noisy, and parking and travel lanes along a section of Washington Street will
be impacted.

While we all recognize that the
MBTA has a long list of unfunded
projects on their “to do” list,
we’ve also heard clearly from
commuters that the proposed
transportation alternatives for the
construction period are
insufficient, particularly for those
residents who moved to
Newtonville because of the
Commuter Rail Service to this
station. We will continue to work
closely with MBTA officials and
advocate for additional
transportation options while the Newtonville Station is closed for
construction.

Click here for more information about the project from the MBTA. Click here
to sign-up for email updates from the MBTA, and send questions and
comments for the MBTA to NewtonCR@mbta.com.

Although the station is being constructed by the MBTA, the City of Newton is
also taking several additional steps:

Creating a Construction Liaison Group - We will be establishing a
construction liaison group to the MBTA that will include city staff, city
councilors, residents, and businesspeople. This group will allow us to
make sure we have an effective channel for relaying information,
questions, and concerns as they arise to the MBTA during the duration
of the construction project.

https://www.mbta.com/projects/newton-commuter-rail-stations-accessibility-improvements
https://www.mbta.com/projects/newton-commuter-rail-stations-accessibility-improvements
https://mailchi.mp/e953b6906b3b/newton-commuter-rail-accessibility-improvements
mailto:NewtonCR@mbta.com


Surveying Newtonville Station Commuters - A poster with a QR
code to a survey for current commuters is posted at the station. We’ll
review the information about how people plan to commute during
construction and share it with the MBTA as we continue to advocate for
Newton residents.

 
Supporting Newtonville Businesses - Our Economic Development
team has met and will continue to meet with Newtonville businesses as
needed to share information, listen to concerns, and brainstorm
creative ways to keep people coming to Newtonville throughout
construction. Stay tuned for more information about these plans.

Planning for Employee Commuting and Parking - We created and
distributed a survey to Newtonville businesses to help us get a better
sense of how their employees commute to work and where they park.
The Economic Development team will use this information to try and
develop a plan to ease commuting and parking concerns once
construction begins.

Providing City Updates - Interested in getting information about the
project directly from the city? We’re compiling contact information from
interested residents so we can augment the updates that the MBTA
provides. Contact newtonvillecr@newtonma.gov with your interest
and your email address will be added to the distribution list. And don’t
hesitate to let us know if you have any questions, concerns, or
suggestions now, or once construction begins.

Some Good News for MBTA Riders and Commuters

As part of a new MBTA pilot program starting on September 1 and continuing
for six months, higher express bus fares will be eliminated. So, riders on
Routes 501, 504, and 505 through Newton to Boston who now pay express
bus prices will pay the same fare as any local bus during the pilot period.
 
Instead of paying $4.25 for a one-way express bus trip, riders will pay just
$1.70. Monthly passes will also become much more affordable, dropping
from the current cost of $136 for an express bus pass to $55 for a local bus
pass or $90 for a LinkPass.
 
This could be another option for some Newtonville commuters while the
Commuter Rail Station is closed for construction.
 
Depending on where you're headed, taking the bus from Newton Corner into
downtown Boston could cost far less than a monthly commuter rail pass,
helping riders save hundreds of dollars over the course of the pilot.
 
Click here for more information.

Know Your Water Use — and Catch Leaks Early

The new Neptune 360 customer portal makes it easy to keep track of how
much water your household is using.

mailto:newtonvillecr@newtonma.gov
https://www.mbta.com/fares/2026-fall-fare-pilots


With Neptune 360, you can monitor your water use in real time and set alerts
to notify you if unusual or continuous water is flowing. This allows you to
catch potential leaks early, before they turn into costly surprises.

Click here or on the photo below get step-by-step instructions on how
to sign up to the Neptune 360 customer portal.

Small Problems Can Add Up Quickly

Did you know that:

🚽 A running toilet in your basement bathroom can add as much as
$60 per week to your water bill.

💦 A broken sprinkler head can cost you $250 in unnecessary
watering costs per quarter.

🌱 A broken water line or valve feeding your irrigation system can
result in as much as $2,500 in water costs in just one week if it goes
undetected.

Signing up for Neptune 360 gives you peace of mind and puts you in control
of your water use. Whether you’re at work, traveling, or away on vacation,
you can receive an alert if something doesn’t look right at home.

This can be especially valuable for residents who travel during the winter. A
frozen and burst pipe can cause significant damage to your home, but an
unexpected increase in water usage could provide an early warning that
something is wrong.

We’re Watching Out for You, Too

In addition to giving property owners access to Neptune’s water-use
monitoring tools, we’re taking an additional step on the City’s end.

Working with Neptune and our team in the Public Works Department, we
have developed a routine report that identifies customers experiencing a

https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/1216524367
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/1216524367
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/1216524367


significant and continuous increase in water usage.

When our staff sees an extreme or unusual increase, we can reach out
directly to the customer to let them know that something may be wrong, even
if they haven’t signed up for Neptune 360.

Fire Training in Upper Falls

From the outside, the structure behind Fire Station 7 on Elliot Street in
Newton Upper Falls doesn't look like much. A simple sign reading FORT –
Fire Operations & Rescue Training offers only a small clue about what
happens inside.

(Photo: Newton Firefighters in front of the
training FORT behind Station 7 doing a
training drill with a donated totaled car
using a hydraulic rescue tool, or "Jaws of
Life" device, that helps get drivers out of
crashed vehicles.)

Open the doors, however, and you'll find
one of the most important training tools our
firefighters have.

Built over several months by Fire Chief
Greg Gentile (then a Captain with the
Training Division) and Lt. John "Jay"
Bourgeois, the training facility is designed
to look like the inside of a home. There are
bedrooms, bathrooms, a kitchen, a living room, a staircase—and even a
baby's crib. But this isn't an ordinary house. The interior walls are mounted
on rollers, allowing firefighters to reconfigure the layout between drills so
crews never know exactly what they'll encounter.

Smoke simulators quickly fill the rooms to recreate the thick, disorienting
conditions firefighters face during real emergencies. Different scenarios—
from open windows to sealed rooms—challenge firefighters to adapt as
conditions change. Visibility can drop to nearly zero really quickly. Crawling
can become necessary. Communication is difficult. Every training exercise,
including those like in the photo above where firefighters are training with the
“Jaws of Life” equipment - is designed to prepare firefighters to make calm,
split-second decisions in these types of conditions when lives, including their
own, may be on the line.



Training like this doesn't happen by accident. It takes time, creativity,
dedication, and commitment to continuous improvement. Thanks to everyone
in the Newton Fire Department who helped develop and now helps maintain
this facility, and to the firefighters who take continuous training seriously.
Their work helps keep us all safer.

Some Interesting Artists and Writers Are Buried in Newton

Newton has a surprisingly rich creative legacy, shaped by remarkable people
whose photographs, words, and works of art helped define American culture
—and who chose Newton as their final resting place.

Many distinguished people who left an indelible mark on history are buried at
the Newton Cemetery & Arboretum. Here are a few artists and writers buried
there:

Louis Fabian Bachrach (1917-2010) was a celebrated American
photographer whose portraits captured presidents, celebrities, and
generations of Americans. His iconic photograph of President John F.
Kennedy served as the official presidential photograph. Bacharach later
recalled that he had just 10 minutes to get the photograph because the then
Senator couldn’t “sit still very long.”

Charles Jay Connick (1875-1945) was a world-renowned stained-glass
artist whose studio designed over 15,000 windows between 1912 and 1986.
Some most recognizable Connick windows include the rose window in St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, the windows at the American Church in
Paris, and over 4,000 square feet of stained glass in the Heinz Memorial
Chapel at the University of Pittsburg. There are numerous Connick windows
on display throughout Newton, including a pair of windows that are now at
the new Cooper Center. These windows were designed and installed in the
old Newtonville Branch Library in 1939 and depict two poems: “There is no
Frigate like a Book” by Emily Dickinson and “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost.

Samuel Francis Smith (1808-1888) was a minister and author of books and
hymns. After moving to Newton to serve as the pastor at First Church in
Newton Centre he wrote A History of Newton. His most famous hymn is “My
Country, ‘Tis of Thee”, which he penned the lyrics to in 1832 while studying
theology. The song was one of our nation’s unofficial national anthems and
has been sung by numerous individuals, including Crosby, Stills, and Nash;
Aretha Franklin; Marian Anderson; and Kelly Clarkson; among others.

Howard Zinn (1920-2010) was an activist and author. He was an activist
throughout his life – he was active in the Civil Rights Movement, the anti-war
movement, and was co-chair of the strike committee for the Boston
University faculty union. His most famous work, A People’s History of the
United States, has sold millions of copies and has led to a companion



volume, staged public readings, a documentary, and an educational
foundation. Zinn is buried at Newton Cemetery and Arboretum.

In Newton, history isn’t just something we read about, it’s quite literally under
our feet. And that’s one more reason to slow down, look around, and
appreciate this remarkable city we call home.

************************
Historic Newton hosts walking tours where you can learn more about notable
people who lived and are buried in our city, including those who helped
shape our country's founding buried at the East Parish Burying Ground, as
well as Newton's architecture, and neighborhoods.

Click here for more information. Note, these walks are extremely popular
(there's a waiting list for Tuesday's walking tour of West Newton Hill), so plan
accordingly.

Lots of Readers in Newton

Thanks for all the great summer book recommendations!

I promised I'd share, so here are a few:

The Things We Never Say, by Elizabeth Strout is a novel about a
chance incident that sparks a powerful realization in a teacher's life that
an emailer told us generated a spirited discussion at their book club.

On Witness and Respair, by Jesmyn Ward is a collection of creative
essays documenting a decade of work in the life of the author, a
National Book Award winner.

The Washashore, by Christoper Mirable is a "seaside mystery thriller,"
about a "dead man, a quiet beach town, and a truth nobody wants
unearthed."

See you around the city,

Mayor Marc

Welcome to Newton

New to Newton—or still finding your way around?

Our new Welcome to Newton guide brings together helpful information
about city services, schools, starting a new business, and more - all in one
place.

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/historic-newton/events/walking-tours


The Welcome to Newton guide is live on the
city’s website, and Welcome to Newton cards
with key information and a QR code to the web
page are available at City Hall and in locations
across Newton.

We’re also hosting two opportunities to meet
neighbors and learn more about our
community:

In person: Wednesday, Aug. 19, 5:30 to 7
p.m. at City Hall’s War Memorial. Kids are
welcome!

Virtual: Thursday, Oct. 1, 9:30–10:30 a.m. on Zoom.

We hope you’ll join us, make some connections, and discover all that
Newton has to offer. If you have any questions about the program, please
contact Dana Hanson at dhanson@newtonma.gov.

New Businesses Opening

Welcome to three new Newton eateries: Moments
Café, at 284 Washington St. in West Newton, The
Biltmore Tavern, at 1205 Chestnut St. in Upper
Falls, and Tea 22, 212 Sumner St., Newton Centre.
Read about them and more business news in our
Economic Development Team’s newsletter, It’s In
Newton. Click here to sign up.

(Photo: Official ribbon cutting at Moments Cafe,
with, from left, Deputy Economic Development
Director Cheryl Lappin, City Councilors Pam

Wright, Julia Malakie and Andrea Kelley, and cafe owners Tai Nguyen and
Phuong Huynh.

Happening This Week and Beyond:

﻿Join the fun with children’s singer and songwriter
Stacey Peasley at the Cabot Butterfly Pavillion at
Cabot Park this Tuesday, Aug. 11 from 6:15 to 7:15
p.m., presented by the Newton Parks & Recreation
Department.

Meet us at Farlow Park in Newton Corner for our seventh Summer Meet-Up
this Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 12. We'll meet at 1 p.m. for conversation
and a chance to explore our city’s oldest park. We’ll then be wrapping up the
summer series on Friday, Aug. 28 with a playground playdate at Auburndale

https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/140963
mailto:dhanson@newtonma.gov
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/Lasl1iQ/EcDev?mode=preview&source_id=b72a24c1-c257-448c-aeff-8afc5de53e53&source_type=em&c=&source_id=183faa9b-beef-458b-851b-27aae53f1a08&source_type=em&c=


Cove. Click here for details. And stay tuned for more
Laredo Listens dates coming in the fall!

Movie Nights presented in partnership with the West
Newton Cinema continue this Thursday, Aug. 13, at
Pellegini Park in Nonantum with Rudy, the true story
of a boy who dreamed of playing football at Notre
Dame. The summer outdoor movie season finale is the
following week, on Thursday, Aug. 20, with Cloudy with
a Chance of Meatballs at the Auburndale Cove. 

Join the Indian American Community of Newton for
India Day, Sunday, Aug. 16, at the Hyde Community
Center in Newton Highlands from 4 to 7:30 p.m. for
food, dancing, a vendor bazaar and more.

NewTV’s Cones ‘n Cars, Newton’s one and
only ice cream social and classic car show is
back on Wednesday, Aug. 19, from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. at the NewTV Parking Lot, 23

Needham St.  This year there will also be a vintage sports memorabilia silent
auction. Click here for more information. (Because of space limitations,
registration is required.)

Looking to meet new people and have
meaningful conversations? Newton

Conversations is offering 75-minute Small Group Dialogues this summer.
These facilitated discussions bring together residents from across the city to
practice listening, share perspectives, and build stronger community
connections. Sessions are open to all Newton residents, and no prior
experience is needed. The next session is Friday, August 21. Registration is
required, and space is limited. Questions may be addressed to
NewtonConversations@gmail.com. 

The Cooper Center is hosting an intergenerational
community art event on Wednesday, Aug. 19, from 1:30
to 2:30 p.m. where kids and older adults can come
together to paint portraits of adoptable rescue dogs
from Great Dog Rescue New England. The finished
portraits will be used by the rescue to help each dog
find their forever home. Attendees are welcomed (but
not required) to bring in their old towels in any condition
to help support the shelter. Space is limited, RSVP
here.

https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/78e1e2ae-68e5-49d5-a1dd-99d406f377df.pdf
https://www.newtv.org/cones-n-cars-2026
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeoO61bXLENqo_UYByp4x3git-8Ei4hk_TMraoO9k1sugdHOg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C42614d4179774da5698c08dee79777cf%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639202835232049187%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FnrECkVT%2FLgN9VKV9cWa%2FYywT00yZ8O9wTLjkIMHcgQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeoO61bXLENqo_UYByp4x3git-8Ei4hk_TMraoO9k1sugdHOg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C42614d4179774da5698c08dee79777cf%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639202835232049187%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FnrECkVT%2FLgN9VKV9cWa%2FYywT00yZ8O9wTLjkIMHcgQ%3D&reserved=0
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Bring the kids and explore Newton Community
Farm at the annual Open House on Saturday, Aug.
22 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. See the fields, visit the
chickens, and get a close-up look at the summer
vegetables growing right here in Newton. Staff and
volunteers will be on hand for tours and to answer
questions. Click here for more information.

Every year, the Newton Cultural Council (NCC) provides
grant funding to dozens of arts organizations, artists, and
creatives here in Newton. In 2026, NCC has provided
over $65,000 in support to 47 separate groups and
individuals. Now, the NCC needs your help to shape the
arts in Newton! Please take this Community Survey by
August 15 to let the NCC know what cultural programs

matter most to you. Your input directly shapes how we fund arts in our
community. 
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