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(Photo: Crystal Lake beach and bathhouse. The lake is closed for swimming
until further notice.)

High E. coli Levels in Crystal Lake: Beach Closed, No Swimming

Crystal Lake is temporarily closed due to high E. coli bacteria levels found
during weekly, routine testing. No one — people or pets — should have contact
with the water.

We immediately closed the beach after receiving notification this afternoon
that a confirmation test sample taken yesterday exceeded safe levels of E.
coli at Crystal Lake.

Recreational activity in water with high E. coli levels can cause
gastrointestinal and other symptoms including sore throats and runny noses,
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earaches, and itchiness. For any health-related symptoms or concerns,
please contact your primary health care provider.

A new test sample will be sent for testing every weekday starting this
Monday, Aug. 10, until we get sample results within safe levels. (Testing labs
are closed on Saturday and Sunday.) We will post information on the city’s
website at newtonma.gov, and send out an Update as soon as we can
reopen the lake.

More information is available from the State Department of Public Health at
mass.gov/beach-water-quality.

Pool at Newton North Will be Open on Saturday

The Gath Pool Complex is hosting the annual Summer Suburban Swim
League Championship tomorrow, Saturday, Aug. 8, (Go Bluefish!) and will be
closed to the public for the day along with the splash pad.

While Gath is closed, we are opening the pool at Newton North High School
for public swimming on Saturday, Aug. 8. Lifeguards will be on duty from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. and there will be free swim and lap swimming open.
Admission is free for Newton residents.

The Gath Pool Complex will open on schedule on Sunday, Aug. 9, with free
admission for Newton residents only while Crystal Lake is closed.

The Gath complex is very popular, and for safety reasons we must strictly
enforce the occupancy capacity limit. Please know that there may be a line.
When this happens, we let people in as people leave.
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