
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

CITY OF NEWTON 
Massachusetts 

 
WORKING SESSION MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:   July 9, 2026 
 
HEARING OPENED:  March 10, 2026 
 
TO:   Land Use Committee, City Council 
 
FROM:   Katie Whewell, Acting Director of Planning and Development 
   Cat Kemmett, Chief Planner for Current Planning 
   Sondria Berman, Deputy Chief for Current Planning 
  
SUBJECT: Petition #104-26, for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to raze the 

existing two family dwelling and construct four attached single-family 
dwellings in two buildings with associated relief 60 Brookside Avenue, Ward 
2, Newtonville, on land known as Section 21 Block 34 Lot 19, containing 
approximately 15,363 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. 
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,  3.4.1, 3.2.4, 5.1.7.A, 5.1.13, 5.1.8.B.6, and 5.4.2.B.1 of Chapter 
30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

Project  
Materials:    https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/909930 
 
 

 
Petition #104-26 involves a special permit request to raze an existing two-family dwelling and construct 
four single family attached dwellings in two buildings. The hearing was opened on March 10, 2026, and 
continued to June 16, 2026. At the June 16, 2026 Land Use Committee hearing, the item was approved 
and placed on second call to allow the petitioner to provide a narrative stating that the proposed 
transformer location was compliant with dimensional guidelines based on utility company standards.   
 
The petitioner has submitted a narrative prepared by MGD+ LLC, signed and stamped by Ronald Jarek, 
Registered Architect, and received on July 2, 2026 that states the transformer location depicted on the 
proposed site plans for special permit at 60 Brookside Avenue is designed to comply with all safety and 
clearance requirements of the utility provider (Eversource).  
 
Revised site and architectural plans have been uploaded to this application that now show the 
proposed transformer in front of Building 1, but outside of the required minimum front 25 foot setback.   
 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/909930


Planning believes that the compliance narrative provided, as well as updated site and architectural 
plans, are consistent and compliant with zoning and meet the requirements of the requested 
supplemental information requested by the Committee.   
 
The revised Site Plan, titled, “60 Brookside Avenue Newton, Massachusetts” signed and stamped by 
Edmond Spruhan, Professional Engineer, and Christopher C. Charlton, Professional Land Surveyor, 
dated 6/30/2025 and revised 7/9/2025, 8/18/2025, 10/9/2025, 3/2/2026, 3/16/2026, 4/22/2026, 
6/30/2026 and the revised Architectural Plan Set, titled, “60 Brookside Avenue” prepared by MGD, 
signed and stamped by Derek A. Rubinoff, registered architect, dated 7/2/2026, as well as the 
Transformer Compliance Narrative prepared by MGD+ LLC can be found in the “Attachments” section 
of the application using the materials link above.   
 
Attachment A:  DRAFT Council Order, amended to include revised site and architectural plans 


