City Council Reports Docket

July 15 — Programs & Services Page 155
July 20 — Zoning & Planning 7:45PM, Hybrid
July 21 — Land Use To be reported on
July 22 — Public Facilities Monday, August 10, 2026

July 23 — Public Safety & Transportation
July 29 — Public Safety & Transportation
August 3 — Finance

August 4 — Land Use

August 5 — Public Safety & Transportation

City of Newton

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon

" The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089.
For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81421180099&data=05%7C02%7Clpennel%40newtonma.gov%7Cead5328d21d1476edba108def3f1af98%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639216416543478420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zao42AfxnvuBJdybqFD8Ar31sf70Gaq9CpWC%2FxVsExg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov
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Unfinished Council Business

Request to allow four attached single-family dwellings and associated relief
at 60 Brookside Ave

60 BROOKSIDE AVENUE LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN
APPROVAL, to raze the existing two-family dwelling and construct four
attached single-family dwellings with reduced side and rear setbacks, that
exceeds maximum lot coverage, exceeds maximum lot area per unit,
dimensional parking relief, and a retaining wall over four feet tall at 60
Brookside Ave, Ward 2, Newton, on land known as Section 32 Block 04 Lot 13,
containing approximately 10,256 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MR1 . Ref:
Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3, and 3.1.9, of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning
Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 8-0 on 03/10/2026

Land Use Approved Subject to Second Call 5-2 (Councilors Lucas, Block
Opposed) on 06/16/2026

City Council Chartered on 07/13/2026

Referred to Land Use Committee
07/21/2026

Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Leary, Irish, Block, Farrell, Lucas, Golden, and Roche; Also
Present: Councilors Wright, Malakie, and Dahmubed

#130-26

#227-26

Request to allow three stories, to exceed height and associated parking
waivers at 1100-1102 Beacon Street

ONE STOP LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to raze the
existing structure and construct a three-story building containing four
live/work units with relief for a three story structure with up to 36 feet in
height and waiver of three parking stalls at 1100-1102 Beacon Street, Ward 6,
Newton, on land known as Section 54 Block 22 Lot 06 containing
approximately 5,393 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned BU2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,
4.1.2.B.3,4.1.3,5.1.4 and 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev
Zoning Ord, 2017.

1100-1102 Beacon Street —
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/912834

Land Use Held 8-0 on 04/14/2026; Public Hearing Continued

Land Use Held 8-0 on 05/12/2026; Public Hearing Continued

Land Use Held 8-0 on 06/02/2026; Public Hearing Continued

Land Use Approved 6-2 (Councilors Block and Lucas Opposed); Public
Hearing Closed

Request to exceed FAR and fagade ratio at 22-24 Mechanic Street
QING LI petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to demolish the
existing structure and construct a new two-family dwelling exceeding the



https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/912834
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maximum FAR and facade ratio at 22-24 Mechanic Street, Ward 5, Newton,
on land known as Section 51 Block 31 Lot 03 containing approximately 9,483
sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MR2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.2.11.A.1, 3.2.11.A.2,
1.5.7, and 3.2.3 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.
22-24 Mechanic Street -
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/931262

Land Use Held 8-0; Public Hearing Continued

Request to exceed FAR at 33 Aspen Avenue

MICHAEL ENDRENY petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to
construct multi-story rear and side additions, exceeding FAR at 33 Aspen
Avenue, Ward 4, Newton, on land known as Section 43 Block 46 Lot 28
containing approximately 9,965 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SR1. Ref: Sec.
7.3.3, 3.1.3 and 3.1.9 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord,
2017.

33 Aspen Avenue —

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/924058

Land Use Approved 7-1 (Councilor Roche Opposed); Public Hearing Closed

Referred to Land Use Committee
08/04/2026

Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Irish, Block, Farrell, Lucas, and Roche; Absent: Councilor
Leary and Golden; Also Present: Councilors Wright, Oliver, Malakie, Albright, and Dahmubed

#207-26

#224-26

Request to exceed FAR and to allow a detached ADU with reduced setbacks
and oversized dormers at 2 Rowe Street

ANDREW DICKSON & TRANG TIEU petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN
APPROVAL, to construct a 1.5-story detached ADU with reduced side and rear
setbacks and oversized dormers which exceeds the maximum FAR and
includes oversized dormers within 3 feet of the wall plane intersection at 2
Rowe Street, Ward 4, Newton, on land known as Section 44 Block 22 Lot 04
containing approximately 7,570 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SR3. Ref: Sec.
7.3.3,3.1.3,3.1.9,3.43.A1,6.7.1.E.4,1.5.4.G.2.b, and 1.5.4.G.2.c of Chapter
30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

2 Rowe Street — https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/924577
Land Use Held 7-0 on 06/16/2026; Public Hearing Continued

Land Use Held 6-0; Public Hearing Continued

Requesting a discussion on Consistency Rulings

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, KELLEY, LUCAS, IRISH, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, FARRELL,
BAKER, MICLEY, OLIVER, ROCHE, and BLOCK requesting a discussion with the
Inspectional Services Department and Law Department on how the city
handles consistency rulings. The discussion should include and not be limited
to what criteria Inspectional Services deems to be significant or de minimis,
when and how they consider advice from the Land Use Committee, and an


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/931262
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/924058
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/924577
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overview of state laws and city ordinances that govern consistency rulings.
(180 Days: 01/09/2027)
Land Use Held 4-1-1 (Councilor Farrell Opposed) (Councilor Block Abstained)

Request to allow a four-story building with 48 feet in height and associated
dimensional and parking waivers at 74 Needham Street

NEWTON DESIGN CENTER LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN
APPROVAL, to raze the existing building and construct a four-story
commercial building with underground parking with relief for Site Plan
Review, to allow four stories and up to 48 feet in height, restricted end stalls,
a reduced maneuvering aisle, to waive 47 parking stalls, and to extend the
nonconforming front setback at 74 Needham Street, Ward 5, Newton, on
land known as Section 83 Block 11 Lot 21 containing approximately 10,000
sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MU2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 4.2.2.B.2, 4.2.2.B.3,
4.2.3,7.8.2.C.2,5.1.4,5.1.13, 5.1.8.B.6, 5.1.8.C of Chapter 30 of the City of
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

74 Needham Street —
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/933580

Land Use Held 6-0; Public Hearing Continued

Request to exceed FAR at 43 Newell Road

WANG & YIM WONG petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to
construct multi-story rear and side additions including living space and a two-
car attached garage, exceeding FAR, at 43 Newell Road, Ward 4, Newton, on
land known as Section 44 Block 32 Lot 25 containing approximately 10,780
sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SR3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3 and 3.1.9 of
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

43 Newell Road — https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/934027
Land Use Approved 6-0; Public Hearing Closed

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
07/20/2026

Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Wright (Vice Chair), Oliver, Getz, Dahmubed, Kalis,
Albright, and Gordon; Also Present: Councilors Leary, Roche, Block, Lucas, and Malakie

#65-26

Requesting discussion and amendment to Section 1.5.3 of Chapter 30,
Zoning

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion and possible zoning
amendments to Section 1.5.3 Setback to allow for transformers to project
into the setback.

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 05/11/2026

Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 on 06/22/2026

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0



https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/933580
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/934027
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Reappointment of Michael Alperin to Newton Affordable Housing Trust
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Michael Alperin, 87 Clifton Road,
Newton as a member of the Newton Affordable Housing Trust for a term to
expire on June 17, 2028. (60 Days: 07/31/2026)

Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0

Reappointment of Judy Weber to the Newton Affordable Housing Trust
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Judy Weber, 21 Belmont Street,
Newton as a member of the Newton Affordable Housing Trust for a term to
expire on June 17, 2028. (60 Days: 07/31/2026)

Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0

Request to amend ordinances to create a Local Historic Districts
Commission

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion and possible amendment to
the Newton Revised Ordinances that will allow the Auburndale, Newtonville,
and Upper Falls Local Historic Districts to be governed by a single Local
Historic Districts Commission. (180 Days: 01/09/2027)

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Discussion on Historic District Commissions

COUNCILORS BLOCK, BAKER, GETZ, WRIGHT, GORDON, FARRELL, and ROCHE
requesting discussion of the workload of the Historic District Commissions,
the process for appointment of Commissioners, including how they can be
nominated by Councilors, the number of vacancies on the various
Commissions, the qualifications sought, and the administrative support
provided to the Commissions. (180 days: 01/09/2027)

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Appointment of Catherine M. Feerick as Director of Planning

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Catherine M. Feerick as the Director of
Newton's Planning Department pursuant to Section 3-3 of the City Charter.
(30 days: 08/12/2026)

Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0

Referred to Programs & Services Committee
07/15/2026

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Malakie (Vice Chair), Farrell, Oliver, Charm, Bixby, and
Baker; Absent: Councilor Micley; Also Present: Councilor Wright

#26-26(2)

Requesting discussion and possible amendments on notification process for
Tree Permit applications to extend notification requirement to all permits
COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY
AND GETZ requesting revision and amendments to Chapter 21 Article 3 Trees
to apply abutter notification requirements to all Tree Permit Applications.
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Programs & Services Held 5-0 on 04/22/2026
Programs & Services Held 7-0

Requesting discussion and possible amendments to improve reporting of
tree loss, preservation and canopy data

COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY
AND GETZ requesting discussion and ordinance amendments to require for
all tree permits reporting of species and DBH of all trees preserved (5 inches
DBH and larger) and all trees removed (6 inches DBH and larger), and
discussion with Urban Forestry and IT on how to enable regular reporting of
tree loss, preservation, and canopy data to better evaluate the ordinance's
effectiveness.

Programs & Services Held 7-0

Review of Newton City Charter

COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, ALBRIGHT, FARRELL, KALIS,
ROCHE, DAHMUBED, GOLDEN, and BIXBY requesting discussion and review of
the Newton City Charter that should include an evaluation of the structure,
composition, role and duties of Newton's City Council and School Committee.
The review should also include any other component of the Newton City
Charter deemed appropriate. The review should be presented to the Newton
City Council for its consideration (180 days: 08/17/2026).

Programs & Services Held 8-0 on 03/04/2026

Programs & Services Held 7-0 on 04/08/2026

Programs & Services Held 7-0 on 06/03/2026

Programs & Services Held 5-0 (Councilors Farrell and Bixby Not Voting)

Appointment of Synthia Wayne to the Human Rights Commission

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Synthia Wayne, 21 Mountfort Road,
Newton Highlands as a member of the Human Rights Commission for a term
to expire on July 13, 2029. (60 Days: 07/31/2026)

Programs & Services Approved 7-0

Request to set early voting hours for the September 1, 2026, State and
Federal Primary Election

THE CITY CLERK requesting to set early voting hours for the September 1,
2026, State and Federal Primary on the following dates, locations, and times
recommended by the Election Commission (and required by the
Commonwealth): A total of seven days; Saturday August 22: 11am-5pm,
Sunday August 23rd: 11am-5pm, Monday August 24th: 8:30am-5pm, Tuesday
August 25th: 8:30am-5pm, Wednesday August 26th: 8:30am-5pm, Thursday
August 27th: 8:30am-5pm, Friday August 28th: 8:30am-5pm, at Newton City
Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA 02459.

Programs & Services Approved as Amended Changing “Tuesday August 25%";
8:30am-5pm” to “Tuesday August 25'": 8:30am-8pm” 7-0
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#246-26 Request to set early voting hours for the November 3, 2026 State and
Federal General Election
THE CITY CLERK requesting to set early voting hours for the November 3,
2026, State and Federal Election on the following dates, locations, and times
recommended by the Election Commission (the dates are required by the
Commonwealth): A total of fourteen days; Saturday October 17th: 11am-
5pm, Sunday October 18th: 11am-5pm, Monday October 19th: 8:30am-5pm,
Tuesday October 20th: 8:30am-5pm, Wednesday, October 21st: 8:30am-
5pm, Thursday October 22nd: 8:30am-5pm, Friday, October 23rd: 8:30am-
5pm, Saturday October 24th: 11am-5pm, Sunday October 25th: 11am-5pm,
Monday October 26th: 8:30am-5pm, Tuesday October 27th: 8:30am-5pm,
Wednesday October 28th: 8:30am-5pm, Thursday October 29th: 8:30am —
S5pm, Friday, October 30th: 8:30am-5pm at Newton City Hall, 1000
Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA 02459.
Programs & Services Approved as Amended Changing “Tuesday October
20%: 8:30am-5pm” to “Tuesday October 20t": 8:30am-8pm” and Changing
“Wednesday October 28'": 8:30am-5pm” to “Wednesday, October 28*":
8:30am-8pm” 7-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee
07/23/2026

Present: Councilors Lucas (Chair), Wright, Block, Irish, Roche, Golden, Greenberg and Silber;
Also Present: Councilors Albright, Kelley, Malakie and Farrell

#62-26 Requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's
Overnight Parking Ban
COUNCILORS LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, KALIS, IRISH, FARRELL,
KRINTZMAN, WRIGHT and CHARM requesting a discussion and
ordinance change to the City's Overnight Parking Ban. (180 days:
07/25/26)
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0, Councilor Silber not voting
on 02-18-26
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 03/04/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 04/08/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 06/17/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0, Councilor Golden Not Voting

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee
07/29/2026

Present: Councilor Lucas (Chair), Block (Vice Chair), Roche, Greenberg, Irish, Wright, and
Silber; Absent: Councilor Golden; Also Present: Councilors Oliver, Albright, Charm, Leary,
Dahmubed, and Kelley
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#56-26 Discussion on the City's response to ICE
COUNILORS GREENBERG, CHARM, LUCAS, KELLEY, FARRELL, GETZ,
DAHMUBED, ALBRIGHT, KRINTZMAN, ROCHE, MICLEY, BIXBY, LEARY and IRISH
requesting a discussion to review who will respond and how the City of
Newton will act should Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) enter the
city. The purpose is to ensure that established procedures are properly
followed so that all individuals who live and/or work in Newton are protected
from ICE engaging in door-to-door actions, harassment, or the unlawful
detention of residents and workers. This discussion also serves to reaffirm the
City of Newton's continued adherence to its Welcoming City Ordinance (180
days: 07/19/2026).
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 03/18/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0, Councilors Golden and Irish
not voting on 04/15/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0

#223-26 Requesting new public auto license
FARID ISAYEV, 979 Boylston Street, Newton, MA 02468 requesting one (1)
new public auto license for Fredik, LLC.
Public Safety & Transportation Voted to Approve the Withdrawal without

Prejudice 7-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee
08/05/2026

Present: Councilor Lucas (Chair), Block, Roche, Irish, Wright, and Silber; Absent: Councilors
Greenberg and Golden; Also Present: Councilors Albright, Kelley, Malakie, Oliver, and
Dahmubed

#62-26 Requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's
Overnight Parking Ban
COUNCILORS LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, KALIS, IRISH, FARRELL,
KRINTZMAN, WRIGHT and CHARM requesting a discussion and
ordinance change to the City's Overnight Parking Ban. (180 days:
07/25/26)
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0, Councilor Silber not voting
on 02-18-26
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 03/04/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 04/08/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 06/17/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 (Councilor Golden Not Voting) on
07/23/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0
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Referred to Public Facilities Committee
07/22/2026

Present: Councilors Kalis (Chair), Getz, Albright, Dahmubed, Grossman, Leary, and Kelley;
Absent: Councilor Gordon; Also Present: Councilors Malakie and Wright

#218-26

#221-26

Requesting a discussion of the “two-foot rule” which allows street openings
for utility work without a grant of location

COUNCILOR LEARY requesting a discussion with the Public Works and Law
Departments regarding the origin and legal basis for the “two-foot rule”
which allows National Grid to open streets to install new gas pipes without a
new grant of location (GOL). The discussion should include reference to State
Law requiring City Council approval for gas pipe street openings, National
Grid's statement at the December 4, 2024 Public Facilities meeting that it may
open streets without a GOL because of the two-foot rule, and exploration of
legal pathways to enable Newton to exercise more control over gas pipe
installations. This could include the elimination of the "two-foot rule" as well
as recommendations of additional actions that the City could take. (180 Days:
01/09/2027)

Public Facilities Held 7-0

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees
CPC recommendation to appropriate $232,000 for the cupolas and windows
at City Hall
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation
of two hundred thirty-two thousand dollars ($232,000) in Community
Preservation Act funding from Unrestricted prior Year Reserves (Acct# 5800-
3599) to the Planning & Development Department for a grant to the Public
Buildings Departments for the cupolas and windows at City Hall.
Public Facilities Held 7-0
Finance Approved 4-0-1 (Councilor Malakie Abstained) (Councilor Micley
Not Voting) on 08/03/2026

Public Hearing 07-22-2026

#222-26

Eversource petition for a grant of location on Prescott Street

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install and
maintain approximately 60 feet of underground conduit southerly from utility
pole 69/4, approximately 60 feet north of Prescott Street, and install and
maintain an additional 450 feet of underground conduit and one new
manhole (MH 32916) easterly from the intersection of Prescott Street and
Central Avenue, terminating the conduit at 75 Prescott Street.
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/931092

Public Facilities Approved 6-0-1 (Councilor Kelley Abstained); Public Hearing
Closed



https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/931092
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Referred to Finance Committee
08/03/2026

Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Bixby, Charm, Malakie, Micley, and Silber ; Absent:

Councilors Krintzman and Greenberg; Also Present: Councilors Albright, Dahmubed, Gordon,
Kalis, and Kelley

#209-26

#220-26

#221-26

#237-26

#240-26

Appointment of Ryan McGlothlin to the Financial Audit Advisory Committee
PRESIDENT OLIVER appointing Ryan McGlothlin, 526 Centre St, Newton, as a
member of the Financial Audit Advisory Committee, with a term ending July
13, 2029. (60 days: 08/17/2026)

Finance Approved 6-0

Reappointment of Alexander B. Jablon to the Financial Audit Advisory
Committee

PRESIDENT OLIVER reappointing Alexander B. Jablon, 42 Capital Street,
Newton, as a member of the Financial Audit Advisory Committee for a term
to expire on August 17, 2029. (60 days: 09/11/26)

Finance Approved 6-0

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees
CPC recommendation to appropriate $232,000 for the cupolas and windows
at City Hall
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation
of two hundred thirty-two thousand dollars ($232,000) in Community
Preservation Act funding from Unrestricted Prior Year Reserves (Acct# 5800-
3599) to the Planning & Development Department for a grant to the Public
Buildings Department for the cupolas and windows at City Hall.
Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 07/22/2026
Finance Approved 4-0-1 (Councilor Malakie Abstained) (Councilor Micley

Not Voting)

Appointment of Christopher Brezski to the John C. Chaffin Educational Fund
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Christopher Brezski, 300 Highland Street,
West Newton as a member of the John C. Chaffin Educational Fund. (60 days:
09/11/26)

Finance Approved 6-0

Request to accept a grant of $19,500 from AARP

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a
grant of nineteen thousand five hundred dollars (519,500) from AARP
(American Association of Retired Persons) for a design competition to make
available Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) "permit ready" plans.

Finance Approved 5-0-1 (Councilor Malakie Abstained)
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Request to accept and expend a grant of $218,708 for City's fiber optic
network

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a
grant of two hundred eighteen thousand seven hundred eight dollars
(5218,708) from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts - Community Compact
Municipal Fiber Grant Program to provide repair and maintenance of the
City's fiber optic network.

Finance Approved 6-0






