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                            Monday, August 10, 2026 
 7:45PM, Hybrid 

To be reported on 
                            Tuesday, September 8, 2026 

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers 

Monday, August 10, 2026, at 7:45PM. To view this meeting on Zoom use this link: 

 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81421180099 

 

at the above date and time: 

One tap mobile 

US: +13092053325, 814 2118 0099 

 

Land line 

+1 309 205 3325 US 

Webinar ID: 814 2118 0099 
 

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 

13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s YouTube channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 
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1 The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. 
For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81421180099&data=05%7C02%7Clpennel%40newtonma.gov%7Cead5328d21d1476edba108def3f1af98%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639216416543478420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zao42AfxnvuBJdybqFD8Ar31sf70Gaq9CpWC%2FxVsExg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov
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Referred to Land Use Committee 
 

Public Hearing 08-25-2026 
#257-26 Request to exceed FAR and further extend nonconforming facade ratio, 

stories, and front setback at 99 Oakdale Road 
KOBE THYS petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to partially 
demolish the existing structure and add a new three-story addition and 
dormers to the half story, exceeding the maximum FAR and further extending 
the nonconforming facade ratio, front setback, and 3.5 story single-family 
dwelling at 99 Oakdale Road, Ward 6, Newton, on land known as Section 81 
Block 24 Lot 35 containing approximately 6,432 sq. ft. of land in a district 
zoned SR3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.9.A.1, 3.1.9.A.2, 1.5.7, 3.1.3, and 7.8.2.C.2 of 
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
Public Hearing 08-25-2026 
#258-26 Request to change from an existing nonconforming residential use to 

another to allow four residential units in one building with the City Council 
determining appropriate density and dimensional controls, to allow 
reduced maneuvering aisle and driveway width, and to allow parking within 
the setback at 395 Lexington Street 
ANNA M LIKELY TRUST petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to 
raze the existing dwelling and construct four residential units in one building, 
requiring relief to allow parking within the side setback, reduced 
maneuvering aisle width, reduced driveway width, to alter/extend the 
nonconforming two-family use to allow four residential units, and to 
determine the appropriate density and dimensional controls at 395 Lexington 
Street, Ward 4, Newton, on land known as Section 41 Block 17 Lot 17 
containing approximately 14,426 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SR3. Ref: 
Sec. 7.3.3, 3.4.1, 7.8.2.C.2, 3.1.3, 9.2.5.A, 5.1.8.A.1, 5.1.13, 5.1.8.C, and 
5.1.8.D.1 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
Public Hearing 08-25-2026 
#259-26 Request to allow a combination of retaining walls exceeding four feet in 

height at 83 Commonwealth Park West 
CSANAD VARGA petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to 
construct a series of retaining walls at the rear of the property with a 
combined height exceeding the four-foot maximum height allowed at 83 
Commonwealth Park West, Ward 2, Newton, on land known as Section 24 
Block 41 Lot 11 containing approximately 11,415 sq. ft. of land in a district 
zoned SR2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.4.2.B of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev 
Zoning Ord, 2017. 
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Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 
 

#271-26 Appointment of Kevin Mendik to the Conservation Commission 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Kevin Mendik, 67 Dorset Road, Waban as 
a member of the Conservation Commission for a term to expire on April 7, 
2027. (60 Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#270-26 Reappointment of Kathryn Cade to the Conservation Commission 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Kathryn Cade, 195 Islington Road, 
Auburndale as a member of the Conservation Commission for a term to 
expire on July 31, 2029. (60 Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#269-26 Reappointment of Susan Lunin to the Conservation Commission 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Susan Lunin, 22 Shaw Street, Newton 
as a member of the Conservation Commission for a term to expire on May 31, 
2028. (60 Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#268-26 Reappointment of Jeffrey Zabel to the Conservation Commission 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Jeffrey Zabel, 54 Oak Avenue, West 
Newton as a member of the Conservation Commission for a term to expire on 
July 31, 2027. (60 Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#260-26 Discussion to clarify intended benefits and costs of preservation as 

referenced in items #20-26 and #49-26 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DAHMUBED, ROCHE, and KALIS requesting a 
discussion with the Planning Director and the Zoning and Planning Committee 
regarding docket items #20-26 and #49-26 (single-family and multi-family 
zoning), specifically to clarify the intended benefits and costs of preservation 
as referenced in both items. The Committee and Director should also discuss 
mechanisms to achieve the intended benefits. (180 Days: 02/06/2027) 

 

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
 

#266-26 Appointment of Valerie Pontiff to the Newton Commonwealth Foundation 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Valerie Pontiff, 27 Waban Hill Road, 
Chestnut Hill as a member of the Newton Commonwealth Foundation for a 
term to expire on June 30, 2029. (60 Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#272-26 Appointment of Susan Eaton to the Human Rights Commission 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Susan Eaton, 30 Groveland Street, 
Newton as a member of the Human Rights Commission for a term to expire 
on September 22, 2029. (60 Days: 10/09/2026) 
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#267-26 Appointment of Victor Lebovici to the Newton Commonwealth Foundation 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Victor Lebovici, 29 Farmington Road, 
West Newton as a member of the Newton Commonwealth Foundation for a 
term to expire on June 30, 2029. (60 Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#249-26 Request to ban cryptocurrency ATMs 

COUNCILORS LUCAS and ROCHE requesting to ban cryptocurrency ATMs, 
kiosks, or any self-service machine installed in a publicly accessible location 
that enables users to sell, buy, exchange, or transfer cryptocurrency through 
the machine using cash, debit card, credit card, or other means of payment. 
(180 Days: 02/06/2027) 

 

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 
 

#247-26 Requesting a discussion and straw vote on the Bullough's Pond Project 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a discussion and straw vote on the 
Bullough's Pond Project. (180 Days: 02/06/2027) 

 
Public Hearing 08-19-26 
#251-26 National Grid petition for a grant of location on Commonwealth Avenue @ 

Washington Street 
NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location to install a new 
prefabricated regulator station with all equipment contained within a single 
concrete vault on Commonwealth Avenue @ Washington Street replacing an 
existing regulator station at Commonwealth Avenue @ Washington Street, 
Newton. 

 
#253-26 Reappointment of David Gillespie to the Design Review Committee 

PRESIDENT OLIVER reappointing David Gillespie, 41 Woodlawn Drive, 
Chestnut Hill, to the Design Review Committee for a term to expire on 
December 31, 2027 (60 Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#254-26 Reappointment of Peter J. Barrer to the Design Review Committee 

PRESIDENT OLIVER reappointing Peter J. Barrer, 60 Endicott Street, Newton, 
to the Design Review Committee for a term to expire on December 31, 2027 
(60 Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#255-26 Reappointment of Carol S. Schein to the Design Review Committee 

PRESIDENT OLIVER reappointing Carol S. Schein, 82 Garland Road, Newton, to 
the Design Review Committee for a term to expire on December 31, 2027 (60 
Days: 10/09/2026) 
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#256-26 Appointment of Stacy Roman to the Design Review Committee 
PRESIDENT OLIVER appointing Stacy Roman, 32 Arapahoe Road, Newton, to 
the Design Review Committee for a term to expire on December 31, 2027 (60 
Days: 10/09/2026) 

 
#248-26 Requesting a discussion on creating a Newton City Hall Conservation 

Management Plan 
COUNCILORS DAHMUBED, BLOCK, GETZ, KALIS, ROCHE, LEARY, ALBRIGHT, 
KELLEY, AND GREENBERG requesting a discussion about creating a 
Conservation Management Plan for Newton City Hall so that the preservation 
and financial allocations necessary for the conservation of this significant 
historic and community asset can be better coordinated as part of a detailed 
and long-term strategy for the building. The purpose of such a plan is also to 
help streamline future work and ensure that ongoing maintenance and small 
projects at City Hall are completed as part of a thoughtful strategy for the 
building's future, recognizing the unique challenges of the building's 
terracotta structure, complex program, and historic significance. The 
discussion should include, but need not be limited to, an introduction to 
conservation management plans, examples of comparable plans, the process 
and timeline necessary for undertaking the completion of a Comprehensive 
Management Plan and for hiring consultant(s), if necessary, and potential 
funding sources. (180 Days: 02/06/2027) 

 

Referred to Finance Committee 
 

#252-26 CPC recommendation to appropriate $35,032 for the installation of 
permanent bike share infrastructure on two recreation sites 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation 
of thirty-five thousand thirty-two dollars ($35,032) in Community 
Preservation Act funding from Unrestricted Prior Year Funds (Acct# 5800-
3599) for the installation of permanent bike share infrastructure on two 
recreation sites.  

 
#261-26 Authorization to transfer $600.00 for Disability Pride Event 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer six hundred 
dollars ($600.00) from Acct# 5500-335518 H-P Fines-Disability Commission to 
a new Disability Pride Event account to cover expenses associated with the 
Commission on Disability's Disability Pride Event.  

 
#262-26 Accept and expend a grant of $23,040.00 from the Massachusetts 

Emergency Management Agency Emergency Management Preparedness 
Grant 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 
grant of twenty-three thousand forty dollars ($23,040.00) from the 
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency Emergency Management 
Preparedness Grant.  
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#263-26 Authorization for full and final settlement of Case No. 217268 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization for full and final settlement 
of Case No. 217268 in the amount of eleven thousand six hundred ninety-one 
dollars and eighty-one cents ($11,691.81). Funds are available in Acct# 
0110841-572500, Law Department - Claims and Settlements.  
 

Referred to Programs & Services & Finance Committees 
#265-26 Authorization to purchase 492 Waltham Street 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to acquire by purchase the 
property at 492 Waltham Street, to appropriate and expend two million nine 
hundred seventy-two thousand nine hundred eighty-two dollars 
($2,972,982), and to authorize a general obligation borrowing of an equal 
amount to fund the acquisition.  

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#250-26 CPC recommendation to appropriate $1,900,000 for a grant to the Newton 

Affordable Housing Trust  
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation 
of one million nine hundred thousand dollars ($1,900,000) in Community 
Preservation Act funding with five hundred five thousand nine hundred thirty 
nine dollars and thirty five cents ($505,939.35) from Community Housing 
FY24 Reserve Account (Acct# 58R10498-57900C) and one million three 
hundred ninety four thousand sixty dollars and sixty five cents 
($1,394,060.65) from Unrestricted Prior Year Reserves (Acct# 5800-3599) to 
the Planning & Development Department for a grant to the Newton 
Affordable Housing trust for their FY27 funding.  

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#264-26 Authorization to transfer $623,130.15 in excess debt exclusion bond 

proceeds 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer six hundred 
twenty-three thousand one hundred thirty dollars and fifteen cents 
($623,130.15) in excess debt exclusion bond proceeds from Capital Project - 
Cabot Construction (Fund 7373) to Capital Project - Franklin Construction 
(Fund 7391) and to reduce the Franklin project's bond authorization by six 
hundred twenty-three thousand one hundred thirty dollars and fifteen cents 
($623,130.15). 

 
 


