
 

Monday, July 27, 2026

Photo: Signing the paperwork to start the process of purchasing the former
home of Family Access at 492 Waltham Street. (See below for more
information.)

﻿Dear Friends,

We have been busy welcoming new businesses to Newton, celebrating our
longtime village center entrepreneurs, and of course, eating ice (see the
Newton Ice Cream Trail map).

(Photo: Celebrating M&T Nails 10th anniversary with owner Be Pham.)

We recenty stopped by Bricks & Minifigs in Newton Corner, a fun new shop
specializing in pre-loved LEGO® sets and new collections, and joined M & T
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?hl=en&ll=42.34617004122432%2C-71.20732324999999&z=12&mid=1u3yFPtTHCzqjV3EOKXww6qU4j_yZE2c


Nails in celebrating owner Be Pham's 10
years of serving the community. Our
Economic Development team and I also
welcomed Shepherd & Maudsleigh's
new print studio pop-up at 1286
Washington Street, bringing new life to a
previously vacant storefront.

We hosted a food tour for new
employees to Newton Centre with
tastings at eight different restaurants and
shops earlier this summer, and more of
these types of connections with our
Newton businesses are in the works in
other village centers.

Economic Development Director Lauren
Berman, Deputy Director Cheryl Lappin, and summer interns Artemis Huang
and Neeraja Kumar have been out visiting businesses across the city,
checking in, listening, and learning. With them, I visited six businesses in
Newton Highlands and eight in Newton Corner—and we're just getting
started.

If we haven't stopped by your business yet, or if there's something you'd like
to discuss, we'd love to hear from you. Please reach out to our Economic
Development team at economicdevelopment@newtonma.gov.

In this Update I’ll focus on:

Purchase of 492 Waltham Street
Welcome to Newton
Voting information from City Clerk Drew Willison

Purchasing the Family Access Property

The Newton Community Service Center, now called Family Access, sadly
closed its doors at the end of June, ending more than a century of
community programs in a building at 492 Waltham Street that it had
purchased from the city in 1981.

As part of that sale, the city included a provision in the purchase and sale
agreement that allows us to have the first opportunity to buy the property
back should it be put on the market.

Earlier this month we received formal notice that Newton Community Service
Center Inc. (d/b/a Family Access) intends to sell the property. I am moving
forward with a recommendation to the City Council that we purchase the 2-
story, 39,000-square-foot building built in 1921 as the former Davis School.

Opportunities like this do not come along often. I'm excited about what this
could mean for Newton and look forward to the public conversations ahead.

mailto:economicdevelopment@newtonma.gov


Welcome to Newton: Helping New Neighbors Feel at Home

Whether you're unpacking boxes in your first Newton home, condo, or
apartment, or you've been here for a while and are still finding your way, we
want to make it easier to feel connected and part of our community.

We’re launching Welcome to
Newton to help people new to our
city find their bearings and discover
everything Newton has to offer.

A new Welcome to Newton guide
has just gone live on the city’s
website to put helpful information in
one convenient place—from a high-
level navigation of city services to
NPS enrollment information, to how
to start a business, there’s all kinds
of information to help people get a
quick start in Newton.

Welcome cards with key
information and a QR code to the
web page will also soon be
available at locations across
Newton.

We’re also excited about hosting two upcoming Welcome to Newton events.
The first is an in-person event on Wednesday, Aug. 19 at the City Hall War
Memorial from 5:30 to 7 p.m., where everyone who is new to our city, or still
feels new to Newton, is invited. Kids are welcome!

It's a chance to meet neighbors, learn about city services, and start making
connections.

A second, virtual Welcome to Newton event will be held on Thursday, Oct. 1,
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on zoom. Register in advance to attend
at newtonma.gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/HBh9NvABReudmPsKE8_Z
_Q. Once registered, you’ll receive a confirmation email with information
about joining the conversation.

Help Us Spread the Word

Do you have a new neighbor on your street? Know someone who recently
moved to Newton or may be moving here soon? Please help us spread the
word about the Welcome to Newton initiative, events, and new web page.
We’ll be doing focused outreach to realtors and property managers in the
weeks ahead as well.

Non-Profits Can Also Play a Part

We're also inviting Newton's nonprofit organizations to be part of this effort.
We're looking for your ideas about the best ways to connect with new
residents—whether that's sharing a resource table at our August event,
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providing informational materials, or displaying information about your
organization. Click here to fill out our interest form and help us plan how to
best showcase the many terrific organizations and opportunities in Newton.

We're excited to welcome a new generation of neighbors to our community.
Newton's doors are open, and we want everyone who calls our city home to
feel informed, connected, and, most importantly, welcome.

Several Options to Cast Ballots in September, and November Elections

Registered voters in Newton have several ways to cast their in the upcoming
State and Federal Primary Election on Tuesday, Sept. 1, and the General
Election on Tuesday, Nov. 3 when we will elect federal and state office
holders: Vote-by-Mail, Absentee Ballot, In-Person Early Vote at City Hall, and
In-Person Vote on the two elections days.

Early voting for the Sept.1 Primary begins on Saturday, Aug. 22, and
continues through Friday, Aug. 28.

Saturday, Aug. 22 and Sunday, Aug. 23 -
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 24 through Friday, Aug. 28
- 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Early Vote Poll
hours will be extended to 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, Aug. 25.

The voter registration deadline for the
September Primary is Saturday, August 22nd,
at 5 p.m. Click here to register online.

Early voting for the Nov. 3 election begins on Saturday, Oct. 17 through
Friday, Oct. 30.

Polls at City Hall will open:

Saturday, Oct. 17 and Sunday, Oct. 18 - 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday Oct. 24 and Sunday, Oct. 25 - 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 19 through Friday, Oct. 23 – 8:30 to 5 p.m. Early Vote poll
hours will be extended to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 20.
Monday, Oct. 26 through Friday, Oct. 30 – 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Early
vote poll hours will be extended to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 28.

The voter registration deadline for the General Election in November is
Saturday, Oct. 24, at 5 p.m. Click here to register online.

Vote by Mail or Absentee Ballot

Vote by mail applications were mailed to all registered voters which included
an option to receive mail-in ballots for all 2026 elections. If you filled out that
option and returned the application, a ballot will be mailed to your home.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHOW-ZU5brOWW3teHC1Yf-bIoMpLO-bZwwpUx-ZKvrH7dMXw/viewform
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If you haven’t previously filled out an
application to receive a mail-in ballot, you can
either stop in at the City Clerk’s Office on the
first floor of City Hall or apply online here.

Completed and signed applications to vote by
mail can be mailed to the Newton City Clerk’s
Office (1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton,
MA 02459) placed in one of the secure drop
boxes in front of City Hall, or dropped off at the
Clerk’s Office in City Hall.

Applications to vote by mail or absentee in the September Primary must be
received by Tuesday, Aug. 25 at 5 p.m., and applications for the November
General Election must be received by Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 5 p.m.

In-Person Voting on Election Day

Polls will be open across the city on Sept. 1 for the state primary and Nov. 3
for the general election from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Voter Registration

Eligible voters can register online, mail a completed registration form to the
City Clerk’s Office at City Hall (City Clerk’s Office, Newton City Hall, 1000
Commonwealth Ave., Newton, 02459), drop the completed application at the
City Clerk’s Office, or stop by the City Clerk's Office in person weekdays
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. to fill out the form.

Click here to register to vote online, change your name, address or party
affiliation, or check your registration information.

Find a map of polling locations and other information on the City Clerk’s
Election Page on the city’s website at newtonma.gov.

For voters in Ward 2, Precincts 2 and 3 who voted at Cabot Elementary
School in recent elections, your polling place has moved back to the Cooper
Center. Voters in those two precincts will be notified of the change in polling
location by mail.

If you have any further questions, please call the Newton City Clerk’s office
at 617-796-1200.

Interested in Becoming an Election Officer?

One of the best ways to help Newton’s elections running smoothly is by
signing up to be an election officer - the only requirement is that you are
registered to vote.

The City Clerk’s Office needs help from August through the primary and
general elections.

Click here for more information and to apply.

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/voting-information/vote-by-mail.htm
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The City Clerk’s Office will be offering paid training for all new and returning
workers at the beginning of August, the exact dates will be announced soon. 

Green Newton Exchange Podcast

From greener schools and fire stations to expanding our tree canopy,
encouraging conservation, and reducing waste—there's now a podcast that
gives us a front-row seat to important climate action conversations.

Over the past year, the Green Newton Exchange
podcast hosted by Green Newton board member
Brian Hodgson, has produced 20 episodes giving
a behind-the-scenes look at work being done to
build a more sustainable, climate-resilient
Newton. Brian’s thoughtful conversations with
local leaders give residents insight into the
people and ideas helping to shape Newton's
climate initiatives.

Brian has spoken with Chief Operating Officer
Josh Morse on how climate goals are being woven into major city projects,
Sustainable Materials Management Director Waneta Trabert on Newton's
leadership in reducing waste, Climate and Sustainability Co-Director Ann
Berwick on various city initiatives, building standards and clean energy, and
many more of the people leading the Green movement in our city.

These conversations are well worth a listen. Episodes are free on Apple
Podcasts and Podbean.

*****************

Help Lead Community Climate Conversations

The City of Newton's Sustainability team is looking for Community Liaisons
to help build Newton's resilience to climate change, including extreme heat,
flooding, and severe storms.

In this role, people who live in and/or are well connected to Newton will help
lead conversations on community needs, support outreach to their friends
and neighbors, and help implement a community informed climate project.

This position will involve approximately 1-5 hours of paid work per week.

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/green-newton-exchange/id1796918534
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/green-newton-exchange/id1796918534
https://brianjhodgson.podbean.com/


Interested? Complete the form at bit.ly/3Redzja or contact Climate Action
Coordinator Caroline Weiss at cweiss@newtonma.gov.

Clean Recycling

We know we’re supposed to clean out
containers before putting them in the
recycling bins, but why is it so important?

Food, grease and leftover liquids can ruin
batches of clean, dry recyclables (like paper
and cardboard), which in severe cases can
cause entire loads to be rejected and sent
to disposal. Food and liquids can prevent
containers from being sorted properly. And
after recyclables are sorted, the separated
materials are compressed into large bales
where any remaining food or liquids are squeezed out into the bales. This
creates problems for processing equipment and lowers the value of the
materials that were collected.

And as an added bonus, cleaning containers prevents food residue from
rotting and creating nasty smells, and from attracting pests like rodents and
insects.

While bottles, cans, jugs and tubs don't need to be scrubbed spotless, taking
a moment to empty and rinse them makes a huge difference. The general
rule is to simply make sure containers are empty and dry.

The Sustainable Materials Management Team’s community-wide education
campaign is continuing through the summer with curbside recycling
inspections. We’ll have results of the latest trash audit in early Fall to gauge
how we’re doing.

Check your mail for the new 2026 Materials Management Guide or click
here for more information and a complete list of what can be recycled at the
curb and at the Resource Recovery Center on Rumford Avenue.

What Are You Reading?

Summer is a great time to slow down just enough to pick up a good book.

I’ve always got a book or two going, and over the past few months, I’ve read
a mix of memoirs, history, fiction, and books by other mayors and elected
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officials that have given me different perspectives on leadership, community,
and the world around us. 

I recently read, and really enjoyed, Heart of a
Stranger, by Angela Buchdahl, the first Asian American
to be ordained as a rabbi. The book explores her
journey to become the Senior Rabbi of New York’s
Central Synagogue as the daughter of a Korean
Buddhist mother and Jewish American father.

Here are a couple other books I’ve read recently and
recommend:

We Would Never - a mystery that explores family
loyalty by Newton residnet Tova Mirvis who spoke
at this year’s Spring Fling at the Newton Free Library. 

Windows on Washington Square - a memoir by Joe Riley who
served as the Mayor of Charleston, S.C. for 40 years.

And here’s one I’m looking forward to starting:

The Things We Never Say, by Elizabeth Stout, a terrific Pulitzer prize
winning writer whose novels, often set in a fictional coastal town in
Maine, explore the human condition through her unforgettable
characters.

There are lots of summer recommendations from the Newton Free Library
staff for readers of all ages.

Click here for summer reading recommendations for kids.

Click here for Tween & Teen summer reading recommendations, and here
for an adult list.

The library can also provide personalized reading recommendations. Click
here to fill out a form and receive three to five book recommendations sent
to your email.

Ever wonder what library directors read? Michelle Buglio, the Newton Free
Library Acting Director is currently reading The Correspondent by Virginia
Evans, an epistolary novel about one woman’s journey to self-reflection.

We’d love to hear about your favorite summer reads. Let us know and we’ll
occasionally share some suggestions.

See you around the city,

Mayor Marc

https://newtonfreelibrary.net/services/explore/summer-reading/summer-reading-archive/2026-kids-summer-reading/
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MassDOT Work Underway on Route 9

Overnight work on Route 9 from Centre to
Hammond Streets began last week, and will
continue Sunday through Thursday nights from
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. the next morning. The
schedule is weather dependent, and could
include some Friday overnights as well.

The work is expected to continue for
approximately 3.5 months.

MassDOT will close lanes eastbound and westbound during these hours to
resurface the road, reconstruct sidewalks, upgrade signs and pavement
markings, widen median cut throughs, pave bridges, and other work.

Signs will be in place, and drivers should use caution, reduce speed, and
expect delays.

Download Mass511 moble app or visit mass511.com for travel time
information.

Commuter Rail Schedule Changes Through September

Beginning today, July 27, the MBTA is implementing a temporary
construction schedule through September on the Worcester Line while 15
miles of rail is replaced between Framingham and Auburndale. The work is
expected to improve reliability.

The good news for most Newton commuters: rush hour service will remain
unchanged.

The adjustments primarily affect midday and other off-peak trips through
September. Two inbound trains through Newton are impacted:

The 530 at around 10:15 a.m. and the 554 at around 4:10 p.m. are
cancelled during the construction period.

None of the outbound trains that stop in Newton are impacted.

Be sure and check the schedule before heading to the station if you travel
outside of peak commuting hours.

The updated Worcester Line schedule is available here.

This is a different project than the MBTA work that will begin this fall to build
a new, fully accessible commuter rail station in Newtonville. Click here to see
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https://www.mbta.com/projects/newton-commuter-rail-stations-accessibility-improvements


the latest information about this project.

Algal Bloom Advisory - Keep Dogs Out of the Charles

The Massachusetts Department of
Public Health (MDPH) has issued a
Cyanobacteria harmful algal bloom
advisory for the Charles River between
Kendrick Street/Nahanton Street in
Needam and Newton and Bridge
Street/Spring Street in Dedham and
West Roxbury.

MDPH will continue to monitor the
conditions in this area to determine
when the advisory can be lifted.

The advisory comes after the report of a dog’s death due to liver failure
potentially related to algal toxin exposure from the Charles River at Millenium
Park in West Roxbury and observations of cyanobacteria mats in the Charles
River near Millennium Park and Cutler State Park.

Cyanobacteria can cause harmful effects in both humans and animals. No
one – humans or pets – should have contact with the water or any algae that
is on the shore. This includes swimming, boating, wading, and fishing. Pets
should not enter the water or drink from it. 

For questions, please contact Newton Health and Human Services at 617-
796-1420 or email health@newtonma.gov.

Happening This Week and Beyond:

Space is still available to sign up for Heart for Care’s
free American Heart Association Heartsaver®
CPR/AED certification class this Sunday, Aug. 2.
This community event provides young people with
the knowledge, skills, and confidence to respond in
emergencies and serve our community. Click here
for more information about Sunday’s class.

Newton Summer Science Program (NSSP) provides
free STEM education for Newton middle schoolers
(rising 7th-9th grade) through one-week summer
classes to spark their interest in niche topics often left
uncovered by a typical school science curriculum.
Classes run through Friday, Aug. 28. All classes are
taught by high schoolers with a love for science and

education. Find a course schedule here, and sign up here. If you have any
questions, please email chloetcarrano@gmail.com or
newtonsummerscience@gmail.com. 
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mailto:chloetcarrano@gmail.com
mailto:newtonsummerscience@gmail.com


﻿Join the fun at the Cabot Butterfly Pavillion on
Tuesday evenings from 6:15 to 7:15. Coming up
tomorrow night, July 28 is the OOCH Experience, Yo
Yos, Music, and more.

Looking to meet new people and have
meaningful conversations? Newton

Conversations is offering 75-minute Small Group Dialogues this summer.
These facilitated discussions bring together residents from across the city to
practice listening, share perspectives, and build stronger community
connections. Sessions are open to all Newton residents, and no prior
experience is needed. Upcoming dates are tomorrow, Tuesday, July 28,
Saturday, August 8, and Friday, August 21. Registration is required, and
space is limited. Questions may be addressed to
NewtonConversations@gmail.com. 

Our Summer Meet-Ups continue on Wednesday
morning , July 29 at Charles River Campus of UMass
Amherst, 100 Carlson Ave. from 8 to 10 a.m. Join us
at the Campus Center Dining Commons Semi-Private
Dining Room for a cup of coffee or tea, a sweet treat,
and conversation.

The Village Move Nights in partnership with the West
Newton Cinema continue at 8:15 this Thursday, July 30 with
Mamma Mia at Captain Ryan Park in West Newton Square
(right next to Newton Police Headquarters). We're hoping to
find a piano player for a pre-film sing-along, so come early!
(Note: The forecast is iffy, but in case of rain, the show will
continue right across the street at the West Newton
Cinema.)

The World’s a Stage Players (The Concord Players’
resident Shakespeare troupe) present Romeo and
Juliet at The Hyde in Newton Highlands, this Thursday,
July 30, from 7 to 9 p.m.

On Friday, July 31, The Black Velvet Band plays in
concert, followed by the movie, Karate Kid.

This Sunday's Summer Performances in
the Park at the Newton Centre Bowl off Tyler
Terrace features Hurry Sundown, which
performs traditional, modern, and original

songs in an old-Appalachian style. The music begins at 6 p.m. 

Join the Newton Police at National Night Out on Tuesday, Aug. 4, from 5 to
8 p.m. at Captain Ryan Park next to Police Headquarters in West Newton
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Square. Come and meet our local police officers, enjoy
live music, games, food, touch-a-truck, and more from 5
to 8 p.m.

Every year, the Newton Cultural Council (NCC) provides
grant funding to dozens of arts organizations, artists, and
creatives here in Newton. In 2026, NCC has provided over
$65,000 in support to 47 separate groups and individuals.﻿
Now, the NCC needs YOUR HELP to shape the arts in
Newton! Please take this Community Survey by August
15 to let the NCC know what cultural programs matter most

to you. Your input directly shapes how we fund arts in our community. 

The Newton Parks & Recreation Department has a new,
free summer program: Picnic and Play in the Park,
located at the Lincoln-Eliot School, 150 Jackson
Road. The summer drop-in program for families with
children (18 and younger) will provide a variety of
activities each day including field games and sports, art,
STEM, storytime and more. The program runs through
August 14 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Click here for

more information.

NewTV’s Cones ‘n Cars, Newton’s one and
only ice cream social and classic car show is
back on Wednesday, Aug. 19, from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. at the NewTV Parking Lot, 23

Needham St.  This year there will also be a vintage sports memorabilia silent
auction. Click here for more information. (Because of space limitations,
registration is required.)
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