
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

SCAN ME

2026 CITY OF NEWTON
MATERIALS MANAGEMENT GUIDE
For Trash, Recycling, and Compost Services

Do not use paper bags or plastic bags for recyclables. 
Items must be loose in the recycling cart.

City of Newton Department of Public Works
Sustainable Materials Management Division

    NewtonRecycling  |  www.newtonma.gov/recycling           

http://www.newtonma.gov/recycling


All Newton properties are responsible for properly preparing 
trash for collection. Households served by the City’s curbside 
trash collection program are issued one blue cart for trash only.TRASH
Blue Cart Do’s

Blue Cart Don’ts

Bag all trash and place it in the blue cart
Throw out materials that are not recyclable, reusable, 
or compostable
Break, cut, crush, etc., to get materials to fit in the cart 
Purchase orange over flow bags for occasional excess 
trash and place them curbsicle for collection

No recyclable 
materials in 
the blue cart

Never put lithium batteries in the trash. They can cause fires. Take 
them to Newton's Resource Recovery Center.

 No household 
hazardous 

waste 

No yard 
waste

No sharps, 
needles, or 

medications

Bulky Items
• Bulky items are non-recyclable, oversized items that don’t fit in the blue

trash cart (commonly upholstered or wood furniture).
• Collection of bulky items is by appointment only. Fee of $20 per item. Schedule

online at newtonma.gov/billpay or go to Customer Service in Newton City Hall.
• Payments received by Sunday at 10pm will be picked up the following week.

Visit newtonma.gov/bluecart for more details on trash and bulky item collection.

Set materials out by 7am on collection day 
or after 4pm the day before. Remove empty 
carts by midnight. 

Place carts at least 3 feet apart from all 
objects, including other carts.

Cart Repair & Missed Collections
To make a request:

• Use the Newton 311 app, available 24/7.
• Call 311 from any Newton landline.
• Call Newton Customer Service at 617-796-1000.

COLLECTION GUIDELINES

Download the Recycle Right Newton App or visit newtonma.gov/recycling 
to see the collection calendar.

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/treasury/pay-a-bill
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management/managing-solid-waste


No Clothing or 
Linens

(use donation 
programs) 

RECYCLE
All Newton properties must separate recyclables from trash. Households 
receiving City curbside recycling service are issued one green cart only for 
single stream recycling: paper, cardboard, and empty bottles, cans, jugs, 
and tubs made of metal, plastic, or glass. 

Place recyclables loose in cart - not in paper or plastic bags. 
Repeated contamination issues may result in cart rejection.

Acceptable materials 

Curbside Recycling for Large Items
• Whitegoods (large appliances, electronics, scrap metal items, TV’s, computer 

monitors) and mattresses/box springs are recyclable, but not in the green cart.
• Optional curbside collection service is available by appointment for a fee of 

$25-$60 per item. Appointments can be scheduled online at 
newtonma.gov/billpay or at Customer Service in Newton City Hall. 

• Payments received by Sunday at 10pm will be picked up the following week.

NO!

Food and 
Beverage Cans
empty and rinse

Bottles, Jars, Jugs 
and Tubs

empty and replace cap

Bottles and Jars
empty and rinse

Mixed Paper, Newspaper, 
Magazines, Boxes
empty and flatten 

GlassPlastic Paper & 
Cardboard

Metal

No Plastic Bags
Do Not Bag 
Recyclables

(no recycling in paper 
or plastic bags)

 No Hazardous 
Items

(no propane tanks, 
batteries, sharps, or 

chemicals) 

No Food or Liquid
(empty all 
containers) 

YUCK

No Tanglers
(no hoses, wires, 

chains or 
electronics)

Not sure if something is recyclable? 
Download the Recycle Right Newton app or visit newtonma.gov/recycling. 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/treasury/pay-a-bill
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management


DROP-OFF 
RECYCLING
25+ recyclable materials are accepted at the 
Newton Resource Recovery Center located at 
115 Rumford Ave. in Auburndale. Open to all Newton residents**. 
Single stream recycling accepted from Newton businesses. 

Acceptable materials 
Textiles
• Textiles (clothes, linens,

blankets, shoes, etc.) that
are clean, dry, in any
condition are not trash!

• Donate them at a
collection bin or charity.
Helpsy provides curbside
pickup by appointment
and has 14 collection
bins throughout
Newton.

Visit helpsy.com/find-a-bin 
for more information. 

• batteries
• books
• cardboard
• cell phones
• computer monitors*
• electronics that contain a

circuit board
• fire extinguishers
• food waste
• large appliances
• mattresses/box springs*
• medical sharps

• mercury-containing items
• motor oil
• oversized hard plastics
• polystyrene foam (Styrofoam)
• propane tanks
• retired American flags
• scrap metal (pans, grills, etc.)
• single stream recycling
• textiles
• TV’s*
• vegetable oil
• yard waste

For a complete list of materials accepted, visit: newtonma.gov/rrc
No trash accepted at the Resource Recovery Center.
*Fee of $25-35 per item applies. Proof of fee payment must be shown to
attendant to drop off. Payments can be made at newtonma.gov/billpay or go to
Customer Service in Newton City Hall to pay by cash, check, or credit card.
**Proof of residency required upon request. 

Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) 
Drop off chemicals and oil-based 
paint on the first Saturday and 
third Thursday of each month 
from April through December. 
An appointment is required. 
For drop-off guidelines, visit: 
newtonma.gov/hhw. 

Secure document 
shredding and 
medication collection
Collection events occur once 
in April and November. 
An appointment is required. 
For details visit: 
newtonma.gov/rrc.

Schedule a HHW or paper shredding appointment at 
newtonma.gov/recycling or call 617-796-1000.

Swap Shop and 
Book Shed
Donate items in good condition or 
take items home. Swap Shop 
hours 7:30am-1:30pm Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, May through 
October, weather permitting. Book 
Shed hours vary by season. List of 
accepted items and more details 
at newtonma.gov/reuse.

DROP-OFF EVENTS & REUSE PROGRAMS

Newton Resource 
Recovery Center 
115 Rumford Ave.
Auburndale, MA
Hours vary: visit 

newtonma.gov/rrc

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management/recycle-at-the-resource-recovery-center
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management/recycle-at-the-resource-recovery-center
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management/recycle-at-the-resource-recovery-center
https://www.helpsy.com/find-a-bin
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/treasury/pay-a-bill
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management/household-hazardous-waste
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management/reuse
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management


SCAN ME

COMPOST
Composting reduces greenhouse gas emissions, improves soil health and recycles 
nutrients. Newton encourages residents to compost with three programs:  

Compostable Items

Not sure if something is recyclable? 
Download the Recycle Right Newton app or visit newtonma.gov/recycling. 

Fruits & 
Vegetables

Eggs, Meat 
& Dairy

Breads, Grains 
& Pasta

Compostable Paper 
Products & Certified 

Compostable Serviceware

Coffee Grounds 
& Tea Bags

NO Plastic, 
Produce Stickers, 
or Rubber BandsNO! NO Milk Cartons, 

Coffee Cups, 
or Coated Paper

NO Diapers or 
Pet Waste

For more information go to newtonma.gov/composting.

For more information go to newtonma.gov/yardwaste.

1
Drop-Off (No Cost)

Locations: 
- City Hall

-Albemarle Road
-Wheeler Road

-Resource Recovery 
Center

2
Purchase Backyard 

Compost Bin
Discounted price of $25 

per bin. To buy, go to 
newtonma.gov/billpay.

3
Curbside Collection

Black Earth Compost
offers weekly curbside 

collection of food waste 
for a fixed price. Visit 

BlackEarthCompost.com 
to subscribe.

Yard Waste 
• Weekly collection from the 4th week of March through the 2nd week of December.
• Acceptable materials: grass clippings, leaves, tree and shrub prunings, wood 

chips, small vegetable and flower plants. 
• Place yard waste in a paper yard waste bag or your own barrel (with holes for drainage).
• Bags and barrels cannot be more than 50 pounds or 50 gallons. Overweight 

and oversized bags and barrels will be rejected 
• Small branches must be bundled with twine. Bundles must be less than 4 ft. 

long and 3 ft. in diameter. 
• Christmas trees are collected the 1st and 2nd full weeks of January. No bags. 

Remove all decorations.

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management/yard-waste
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/public-works/sustainable-materials-management/composting
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/treasury/pay-a-bill
https://www.blackearthcompost.com/



