
 
 CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Newton Historical Commission 
*Staff MEMO* 

Meeting Date:   July 23rd, 2026 
Location:   Zoom 
Time:    7:00 PM 

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view and 
participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/83570808718 or 
+13092053325,,83570808718#.   

1. 17 Emerson Street 

Violation of Demolition Delay Ordinance 

A violation occurred at this property when work was conducted without building 
permits. Staff confirmed via a site visit that siding was removed, a dormer was added 
on the roof, and a two-story addition was added to the rear of the home. No building 
permits or historic approvals were issued for this property. At the December 2025 
meeting, the NHC voted to confirm a violation occurred. The owners have now 
submitted plans for the partial demolition, and a draft settlement agreement has 
been reached between City staff and the homeowners. The homeowners first 
submitted remediation plans which were reviewed at the June 10th NHC meeting 
and have now submitted a revised set of plans for approval based on the feedback 
received at that meeting. The commission can vote at this meeting on whether to 
approve the remediation plans and authorize the chair to sign the settlement 
agreement.   
 

2. 876 Beacon Street, Unit 3 

Preservation Restriction Review 

View Application Here 

Summary: This is a ca. 1890 Colonial Revival style house with a Preservation 
Restriction. Staff generally approve of the proposed plan to replace several windows 
and a door.    
 
Description: This property, known as the Stearns-Kendall house, is a two-and-a-half-
story Colonial Revival style house, built ca. 1890. The house features a hipped roof, 
with a brick chimney and several dormers. The house prominently features a full-
height, projecting front pavilion with a pedimented gable that faces the street. The 
house was built on land owned by clergyman and professor Oakman S. Stearns and 
his family and was later occupied by architect Henry H. Kendall. The property is 
inventoried on MACRIS, and a preservation restriction was placed on the property in 
1985. This is an application for the replacement of four windows and a door in one of 
the units.   
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff generally approve of the proposed replacement 
windows. 
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3. 2-12 Windsor Road 

Local Landmark Review 

View Application Here 

Summary: This is a landmarked 19th Century commercial building. Staff generally approve of the 
proposed plan to replace the existing fiberglass cupolas on the roof of the building.   

 
Description: 2-12 Windsor Road, known as strong block, is a landmarked 19th Century commercial 
building. The main block of the brick building was constructed in 1896, designed by architect Lewis 
Bacon. The building prominently features a gable end roof and a front-facing gable over the entryway, all 
of which feature a stepped gable design. The roof features dormers, chimneys and two cupolas. This 
building is inventoried on MACRIS, was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1986 and was 
designated a Local Landmark in 2023. This application is for the replacement of the two fiberglass cupolas 
on the roof to house wireless telecommunications equipment.   
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff generally approve of the proposed plan to replace existing fiberglass 
cupolas with new ones. The proposed cupolas will be slightly larger than the existing, but as they will still 
be smaller than the existing chimneys, it is the opinion of staff that they will not be obtrusive and will still 
be historically sensitive.   

 

4. 30 Troy Lane 

Total Demolition of House and Garage 

View House Application Here 

View Garage Application Here 

Summary: This is a ca. 1800 Georgian style farmhouse which is well preserved and illustrates Newton’s 
agricultural origins. The house survived being moved to accommodate the expansion of Commonwealth 
Avenue and stands as a rare example for an early farmhouse in Newton. Preservation Planners 
recommend finding the house preferably preserved. The garage was built in 1927, and due to the 
connection to the Cotter family, Preservation Planners recommend the garage also be found preferably 
preserved.   
 
Description: This is a ca. 1800 Georgian style home, which was the dominate style from 1700 to about 
1800, before the Federal Style grew in popularity. The house features many hallmarks of the Georgian 
style for the northern colonies including the central chimney, side-gabled roof, and the unpedimented 
entry featuring an ornate surround. There are three architectural bays in length and two bays in depth, 
with a symmetrical front facade. The roof is a shallow gable, which was seen more commonly in Georgian 
style homes than Federal style. The presence of side lights are anachronistic to the Georgian style but can 
be explained as an aesthetic alteration as architectural styles changed over time. The plaque on the front 
of the house reads “Built 1792,” however Preservation Planners are unable to verify sources of that date 
at this time.   
 
There is a lack of maps between the reported 1792 building date, and when the 1830 atlas was 
published, leaving an estimated build date. Architecturally the house was built closer to the earlier date 
and details were added on as architecture styles progressed. This house was originally located on today’s 
Commonwealth Ave, then known as Homer Street. It was owned by a farmer, Raynard Lathrop, in the 
1830 census. On an 1848 atlas map, the house was owned by ‘Richardson’ which was clarified in 1855 to 
‘P & F Richardson.’ Peter and Francis Richardson were also farmers and known to live in the house until 
at least 1868 before it passed to D.H. Mason, a lawyer, in 1871. Mason did not stay for long, as another 
owner appears in 1886—Albert H. Roffe. Roffe was a florist and gardener, continuing the houses’ 
connection to agriculture before selling to Jeremiah Cotter. Cotter, an Irish immigrant, relocated the 
house to Troy Lane to make way for today’s Commonwealth Ave c. 1890. The Cotters would own the 
house for 80 years, passing the house down through generations. The granddaughter of Jeremiah Cotter, 
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Lillian Mary Cotter- sold the house in 1980. During her ownership, there were only three changes made—
a new window opening for the kitchen, screening in the back deck, and building a garage, all of which 
were between 1920 and 1940, earning historic relevance in their own right. 
 
Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

o in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   

   
Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of historical 
significance for this property. Due to the information provided in the description section above, staff 
makes the recommendation to find the property preferably preserved due to the house being a well-
preserved example of a late-Georgian style farmhouse in Newton, which is rare for Newton; as well as 
the minimal nature of changes made over time and evident connection to Newton’s early agricultural 
origins. Due to the connection of the garage to the Cotter family ownership and their careful 
stewardship, Preservation Planners recommend also finding the garage preferably preserved. 
 

5. 283 Woodland Road 

Total Demolition of House 

View House Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1950 Cape style house. Preservation Planners recommend finding the property 
preferably preserved.   
   
Description: This is a 1950 Cape style house built by developer Charles Train Inc. and designed by 
architect Harry Morton Ramsay. Ramsay designed many homes in Newton and other Boston suburbs in 
the early-to-mid 20th Century, 193 of which are inventoried on MACRIS (60 of those are in Newton). This 
house features a side-gabled roof, with large shed dormers on both the front and rear of the roof. There 
is an attached garage on the right side of the house, and a screened in porch on the left side of the rear 
of the house. The house also features a brick chimney on the left side of the house and a covered 
entryway on the front elevation. This house is not inventoried on MACRIS, however, it is situated directly 
across the street from the boundaries of the Auburndale Local Historic District, and properties further 
down Woodland Road are included within the district. As such, the neighborhood does retain a good 
sense of historic context, although there is a newly constructed home to the left of this house. This 
property was previously found Preferably Preserved by the NHC in September 2024.   
   
Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

o in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   
   

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of historical 
significance for this property. Due to the information provided in the description section above, 
Preservation Planners make the recommendation to find the property preferably preserved due to the 
context of the neighborhood, proximity to a local historic district, connection to a locally prominent 
architect, and the fact that the house was previously found preferably preserved by the commission.   

 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/929249


6. 98 Cherry Street 

Total Demolition of House 

View Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1941 Colonial Revival style house that is well preserved and in a well-preserved area. 
Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved.   
   
Description: This is a 1941 Colonial Revival style house that was owned and built by Irving Surette and 
Edgar Babineau, co-partners of the West Newton firm Surette & Babineau. The house was designed by 
architect C.C. Crowell. The house features a side gable with a side entry and central chimney. The 
attached garage is original to the house. The addition on the right side of the main mass is the only 
documented change that is significant to the exterior. A unique feature of the house is the two wall 
dormers breaking the cornice line. The house also features a detailed door surround illustrating the 
Colonial Revival detailing. The street context is well-preserved with houses built around the same period 
and in the same style featuring similar details. The house is well-preserved.   
   
Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

o in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   
   

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of historical 
significance for this property. Due to the information provided in the description section above, staff 
makes the recommendation to find the property preferably preserved due to the context of the 
neighborhood and well-preserved architecture. 
 

7. 38 Barbara Road 

Total Demolition of House 

View Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1950 Cape style house in a neighborhood that retains historic context. Staff 
recommend finding the property preferably preserved.  

 
Description: This is a 1950 Cape style house, built by developer Antonio DeAngelo, and designed by 
architect Joseph Selwyn. Selwyn was, a civil engineer from Belmont who surveyed several subdivisions 
documented during the Mid-20th Century Housing Survey, also served as architect for at least thirty 
documented houses in Newton. The one-and-a-half-story house features a side gabled roof, with two 
dormers and a brick chimney. There is an attached garage on the right side of the house, that features a 
second story addition above that was added in 1966. Aside from this 1966 addition, the house appears to 
be well preserved. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others in the neighborhood, 
however the neighborhood does retain a good sense of historic context with many original Cape style 
houses remaining.   
 
Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria. 

o in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/locations/125345
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o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   

 
Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial finding of historic significance 
for this property. Due to the relatively intact nature of the original design of this house, and similar 
original Cape style houses in the neighborhood, staff recommend finding this property preferably 
preserved. 

8. 334 River Street 

Total Demolition of House 

View Application Here 

Summary: This is a ca. 1880 Colonial Revival style house in a neighborhood with mixed historic context. 
Staff recommend finding the property not preferably preserved.  
   
Description: This is a ca. 1880 Colonial Revival style house. Historic Maps show this house was built on 
land owned at the time by Seth Davis, a locally prominent teacher and real estate investor. By 1895, the 
property was owned by a D.W. Williams. The two-and-a-half-story building features a front gabled roof, 
with a brick chimney on the left side. There is an enclosed front entryway that was added in 1959, and a 
one-story addition on the left side of the rear of the house that was constructed in 1975. This property is 
not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on this stretch of River Street. The context of the 
neighborhood is mixed, with some original homes built in a similar era nearby, as well as commercial 
buildings, new residential construction, and several vacant lots after recent demolitions.   
   
Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

o in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   

   
Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial finding of historical 
significance for this property. As outlined in the description above, this property is an in-tact example of 
19th Century architecture. However, as mentioned, the context is mixed, and there has been a significant 
amount of demolition in the neighborhood. As such, staff recommend finding the property not preferably 
preserved.  
 

9. 51 Levbert Road 

Total Demolition of House 

View Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1961 split-level ranch style house in a neighborhood that retains historic context. Staff 
recommend finding the property preferably preserved.   
   
Description: This is a 1961 split-level Ranch style house, built by the Nardone Bros., developers who built 
many houses in Newton in the mid-20th Century. The split-level home features a hipped roof, with a brick 
chimney on the right side. The left side of the home projects over the attached garage, and the front 
entryway is slightly off-center towards the right side of the home. There is also a bow window on the 
right side of the front elevation. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on the 
street, however the area does retain a good sense of historic context, with primarily original split-level 
homes remaining.   
   

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/934351
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/933236


Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

o in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   

   
Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial finding of historic significance 
for the property. Due to the information provided above, staff recommend finding the property 
preferably preserved, as the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context.  

 

10. 299-301 California Street 

Total Demolition of House 

View Application Here 

 View Application Here 

Summary: This is a ca. 1870 Vernacular Second Empire style home built for the employees of the Aetna 
Manufacturing Company. The context of the other worker houses built by the company is well-preserved, 
and the house’s original architectural design remains well-preserved. The house is connected to the local 
industrial history as well as the broader themes of immigration in the Second Industrial Revolution. 
Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved.   
   
Description: This is a ca. 1870 Vernacular Second Empire style home built for the employees of the Aetna 
Manufacturing Company. Constructed with mansard roofs only on the fronts and backs, they are 
simplified examples of the Second Empire style applied to factory-owned worker housing. It is relatively 
intact example of Post-Civil-War Era domestic architecture built for factory workers in Nonantum. The 
house plan has two rooms on one side of a side stair hall; the plans are mirrored with the entrances and 
stair halls paired in the center. The front façade contains the entrances in the center flanked by a window 
on either side. Two dormers are evenly spaced in the mansard, one for each unit. The entrances have 
been altered with doorways replaced, awnings added and a single wood deck servicing both. The top and 
bottom edges of the mansard roof have no embellishments.  
  
The double houses at 299-301, 305-307 and 311-313 California Street were built between 1870 and 1874 
as housing for workers at Aetna Manufacturing Company in Nonantum and just across the Charles River 
in Watertown. Aetna was the successor to Bemis Manufacturing Company, which had been formed in 
1824 by the brothers Seth and Luke Bemis of Newton and others to make cotton duck—the first ever 
manufactured in the United States—and satinet. From 1871 through about 1915, 299 California was 
occupied by John E. Butler, a wool sorter born in Sutton, Massachusetts. Living at 301 California Street in 
1880 was woolen mill worker Henry Scotton and his family. Born in England about 1830, Scotton and his 
wife Mary, also from England, had eight children between the ages of six and twenty-five, and five of 
them were in the labor force: Ann, Emma, Thomas, and Herbert (then fourteen) all worked in a cord mill, 
no doubt Silver Lake Cordage Company in Nonantum, while daughter Sarah was a woolen mill worker, 
probably at Aetna Mills like her father. By 1891 the Scottons had left 301 California, and the family of 
fuller Benjamin Kerton occupied the space through at least 1915.   
  
Both sides of the 299-301 California Street house had a variety of tenants after the Butlers and Kertons 
left about 1915, and in 1927 Aetna Mills Realty Company sold the three double houses from 299 to 313 
California to Samuel MacDonald, who moved into 299 California Street. In 1930 MacDonald was an auto 
mechanic in a woolen mill garage, and he and his wife rented 301 California to Leroy C. Bower, a woolen 
cloth finisher who lived there with his wife Mary and two children Leroy C. Jr. and Phyllis M. By 1930 
Samuel MacDonald too was a woolen mill watchman, and he rented 301 California to Newton water 
department worker Patrick McDade, his wife Katherine, and their three children. Samuel MacDonald died 
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by November 1950, when the administrators of his will sold 299-301 California Street to Giuseppi and 
Cesidia DeAngelis, of Italy.   
  
All three worker houses remain in good condition and well preserved.   
   
Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

o in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
 associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   

   
Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial finding of historic significance 
for this property. Due to the intact context of the working housing, connection to Newton’s industrial 
history and the broader themes of immigration during the Second Industrial Revolution, as well as the 
well-preserved nature of the original design of this house, the Preservation Planners recommend finding 
this property preferably preserved. 
 

11. 65 Osborne Path 

 Total Demolition of House 

 View Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1949 Ranch style house which is well preserved. Staff welcomes discussion on 
whether the building should be preferably preserved.  
   
Description: This Postwar Traditional style ranch was built in 1948 by the Kelly Corporation. It is a one-
story ranch with an end-gabled roof and brick chimney, typical in style for the neighborhood. Alterations 
to the home include a one-room addition to the rear of the home in 1956, an addition on the left side of 
the home in 1964, and another addition on the left side of the building in 1982. The home is in 
Oak Hill Park, the largest mid-20th century development of single-family homes in the City of Newton, 
originally built as a community of affordable housing for World War II veterans. The neighborhood has 
seen considerable new construction over the past few decades; however, many original houses do 
remain. The house is individually inventoried on MACRIS, and Oak Hill Park is inventoried as a residential 
area. 
   
Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

o in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   

   
Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial finding of historical 
significance for this property. Due to the information provided above staff welcomes discussion. 

 

 

 

 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/932049


12. 83 Herrick Road 

 Partial Demolition of House 

 View Application Here 

Summary: This is a National Register-listed, ca. 1880 Queen Anne style house. Staff recommend finding 
the property preferably preserved and generally approve of the proposed addition plan.   
   
Description: This is a ca. 1880 Queen Anne style house. The two-and-a-half-story house features a cross-
gabled roof, with a front-facing shed dormer and two brick chimneys. The house prominently features an 
ornamental covered front entryway, as well as a porch that spans the full width of the front elevation and 
wraps around the right side of the house. This property is inventoried on MACRIS and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, as part of the Newton Theological Institution Historic District. This is 
an application for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to remove portions of the rear of the 
building for a large addition.   
   
Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

 in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   

   
Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial finding of historical 
significance for this property. Due to the information provided above, and the fact that the property is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places, staff recommend finding the property preferably 
preserved. Staff have reviewed the plans for partial demolition and generally approve of the proposed 
addition. 
 

13. 56 Hartford Street 

 Partial Demolition of House and Waiver of Demolition Delay on Garage 

 View House Application Here 

 View Garage Application Here 

Summary: This is a ca. 1892 Colonial Revival house and ca. 1900 carriage house listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The house and carriage house are well preserved. Preservation Planners 
recommend finding the house preferably preserved and generally approve of the proposed partial 
demolition. The Preservation Planners recommend making the secondary building mass smaller, so it is 
not in competition with the historic home.   
   
Description: This is a ca. 1892 Colonial Revival house built by Louis K. Brigham, who built several other 
houses on the street around the same time. Brigham was a salesman in Boston and leased out the 
residences while residing just down the street at 20 Hartford. The house features a truncated hipped roof 
and a cornice with dentil details. The veranda with columns was a popular adaptation for Colonial Revival 
homes. The house is paired with a ca. 1900 carriage house was built behind the home at 56 Hartford 
Street. 56 Hartford is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Newton Highlands 
Historic District. The carriage house relates closely to the residence. It features a hipped roof and hipped 
dormer. There are two off-center windows on the second level. On the found level is a double door 
entrance as well as two garage doors. Not only does the carriage house match the house in design, but 
also in color, creating a cohesive architectural group in alignment with the rest of the area. The proposal 
is to construct a rear addition to the main house and demolish the carriage house to construct additional 
housing units.   

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/934751
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Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2. 
Demolition Delay establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the following 
criteria.    

 in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;    
o individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;     
o associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;   
 historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;   
o in a local historic district not visible from a public way.   

 
Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial finding of historical 
significance for this house. Due to the information provided above, and the fact that the property is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, staff recommend finding the property preferably preserved. 
Staff have reviewed the plans for partial demolition and generally approve of the proposed addition and 
other changes to the main house. Staff have reviewed the plans for the waiver of demolition delay for the 
carriage house and find that the new construction is challenging the original house in massing and 
recommend decreasing the mass to lessen visual impact. 

 

14. 11 Frances Street 

 Waiver of Partial Demolition Delay 

 View Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1924 Cape style house. Staff recommend the commission consider if the proposed 
design fulfills the feedback provided previously.   
   
Description: This is a 1924 Cape style house built by John Doucette. The one-and-a-half-story house  
features a gabled roof, with a brick chimney on the street-facing side of the property. The house  
features large, shed dormers on each side of the roof, which were added in 1999. The house also  
features a front entry way and rear deck, which were added in 1989, per ISD records. The property is  
not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on Frances Street, however the neighborhood does  
retain a sense of historic context, with few if any demolitions. This is an application for partial  
demolition, and the applicant seeks to remove sections of the existing roof and right-side elevation,  
to construct a two-story addition. This application has already come before the commission,  
and is returning with updated plans.  
   
Staff Recommendation: Staff have reviewed the updated partial demolition plans. Design improvements 
have been made to make the main block of the building, and Preservation Planners render the decision 
to the commission based on their previous feedback.  

 

15. 54 Garland Road 

 Waiver of Demolition Delay 

 View Application Here 

 View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1926 Dutch Colonial style house in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood.  
   
Description: This is a 1926 Dutch Colonial style house, built by C.R. Djup and designed by A. Brodin.  
The house features a gambrel style roof, with shed dormers on the front and rear, and a brick  
chimney on the rear of the house. The first floor of the house is sided in brick, except for a one-story  
ell on the left side of the house that is sided in wood, and the second floor is sided with wood  
clapboard. The front facade includes a centrally located, covered, front entryway. The property is  
inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Fred Holland Chamberlain Estates 5, 6, 8 residential historic  
area, a subdivision of homes laid out in the 1920s in the Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial, Spanish  

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/923982
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/928358
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/909045


Colonial, Cape, and Tudor styles. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with  
primarily original homes remaining  
   
Staff Recommendation: Staff have reviewed the proposed plans for new construction. Staff do not 
recommend the demolition of the historic building, but if a new building is constructive, is supportive of 
the inclusion of architectural details from the original building on these plans, such as the gambrel roof 
shape and front entryway that mimics the original.  

 

16. 12 Wiswall Street 

 Waiver of Demolition Delay 

 View Application Here 

 View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a ca. 1895 vernacular Victorian style house which is well-preserved and in a well-  
preserved area.  
   
Description: This is a ca. 1895 vernacular Victorian style house. It features a front gable with a  
central chimney. The front porch is full width and ornamented with turned wood columns, and a  
scallop detail under the shed roof. The house has undergone additions on the rear and side;  
however, the significant features are intact. The surrounding neighborhood is well-preserved.  
   
Staff Recommendation: Staff do not recommend the demolition of the historic building. Preservation 
Planners have reviewed the proposed plans for new construction and would recommend that more 
elements of the original design are included in them, such as a prominent front-facing gable, or a more 
ornamental front porch. 

 

Administrative Items 

1. Election of Commission Officers 

2. Approval of Minutes 

3. Adjournment 

 

Applications found Not Historically Significant or Administratively Approved:  

66 Forest Avenue (HRA-26-113, Partial Demolition of House): Not Historically Significant  

115 Beethoven Avenue (HRA-26-123, Total Demolition of House): Not Historically Significant  

71-73 Athelstane Road (HRA-26-124), Partial Demolition of House): Found Historically Significant 

and plans for partial demolition administratively approved.  

81 North Street (HRA-26-125, Partial Demolition of House): Found Historically Significant and plans 

for partial demolition administratively approved.   

 

 

The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, 
please contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the 
meeting: ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-
796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/928331
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/907311
mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov

