Newton Update
Mayor Marc Laredo

Thursday, July 16, 2026

(Photo: We had a great afternoon at the Gath Pool Complex passing out
popsicles, talking to kids and families, sharing laughs, and cooling off at the
latest stop on our Summer Meet-Ups tour across Newton.)

Dear Friends,
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Summer is in full swing, and while many people are traveling and enjoying
vacations, Newton isn't slowing down for a minute.

The fun continues all summer with Village Movie Nights in partnership with
the West Newton Cinema. Top Gun begins the series tonight at 8:30 at
Emerson Playground in Upper Falls. Film critic Ty Burr will introduce this film,
and many of the others on Thursday nights across several villages through
Aug. 20.

On Tuesday nights through Aug. 4, enjoy Free Family Concerts at the
Butterfly Pavilion at Cabot Park from 6:15 to 7:15.

On Friday nights, live bands play in the park followed by a movie at The
Hyde in Newton Highlands, and on Sundays, bring a picnic, get some take
out from one of our great local restaurants, and enjoy Summer
Performances in the Park at the Newton Centre Bowl off Tyler Terrace.

Crystal Lake and the Gath Pool Complex are open seven days a week,
cool off at the splash pad in Upper Falls, explore one of our many parks and
trails, or simply enjoy an evening stroll through one of our villages.

My Summer Meet-Ups are also continuing. Our next stop is a pre-movie get
together starting at 7 p.m. before the Village Movie Night at Hamilton
Community Center in Lower Falls next Thursday, July 23. One of my favorite
oldies, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington will begin around 8:30 (when the sun
goes down).

And, one of Newton's longest
neighborhood summer traditions
began last night. The 91st Annual St.
Mary of Carmen Society Festival -
Festa - runs through Sunday, July 19
with live music, food, carnival rides,
and community.

In this Update I'll focus on:

o A New Director of Planning and
Development

e A Micro Distribution Center in
Auburndale

* Newton's Ice Cream Trail

A New Director of Planning and Development

| am pleased to nominate Catherine M. Feerick as our next Director of
Planning and Development.

Catherine brings nearly two decades of experience in planning, economic
development, housing, and community revitalization, along with a proven
record of helping communities grow thoughtfully while preserving what
makes them special.
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(Photo: Catherine Feerick with her
family--and an alie.)

She joins Newton from the Town of
Foxborough, where she has served as
Director of Land Use and Economic
Development, overseeing a team of 12
staff members across planning,
conservation, economic development,
and building services, and where she
just completed the “once in a lifetime
opportunity to plan for the 2026 World
Cup.”

Before joining Foxborough, Catherine
served as Economic Development
Director for the City of Attleboro, where she helped attract more than $220
million in transit-oriented, mixed-use development. She established
innovative economic development programs, led downtown revitalization
efforts, expanded support for small businesses, and managed numerous
redevelopment and brownfield revitalization projects that strengthened the
city's economy and improved public spaces.

Earlier in her career, Catherine served as a Downtown Revitalization
Specialist with the Appalachian Regional Commission in Washington, D.C.,
and held numerous economic development and finance positions, including
with the Ohio Department of Development.

A graduate of Loyola University, Catherine earned a Master of City and
Regional Planning from The Ohio State University.

Catherine's nomination will be taken up by the City Council in the coming
weeks, and | look forward to her starting in Newton in early August. She'll be
working closely with Deputy Director Katie Whewell. A huge thank you to
Katie who did an excellent job as our interim director.

A Microfullfillment Center in Auburndale

On Monday, the Newton Zoning Board of Appeals voted to approve a
variance allowing a 20,000-square-foot Walmart microfulfillment center in an
existing building located in a manufacturing zone at 241-247 Riverview
Avenue (off Rumford Avenue) in Auburndale.

The microfulfillment center will be used as a quick turnaround storage facility
for goods ordered online.

The proposal required a variance because Newton's zoning ordinance limits
microfulfillment centers in the manufacturing district to 10,000 square feet.
The decision allows Walmart to use the entire building, rather than having to
wall off half of the existing structure.

Importantly, the decision does not allow for expansion of the existing building
or significant changes to the site. The existing structure will remain in place,




with only a new entrance door being added. There will be no Walmart
storefront accessible to the public.

This is the first variance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals under
recent changes to the state’s zoning laws. Variances have long been difficult
to obtain in Massachusetts and required the finding of a significant hardship
based on the topography of the land. That standard has now been lowered to
only require a finding that strict enforcement of the zoning ordinance would
result in practical difficulty. The new law went into effect earlier this month.
Click here to read more the new law.

Newton’s Ice Cream Trail

It's National Ice Cream Month, and while the Massachusetts Bureau of
Tourism has created the Massachusetts Ice Cream Trail celebrating
independent ice cream shops across the Commonwealth, we thought
Newton deserved a trail of its own.

After all, our local ice cream and
frozen yogurt shops are about
much more than a sweet treat.
They bring energy to our village
centers, create welcoming places
where neighbors gather, and for
countless Newton teenagers, they
provide that all-important first job.

(Photo: With Economic
Development Director Lauren
Berman at this afternoon’s stop -
Rancatore's Ice Cream and Yogurt
in Newtonville. My sundae -
Mexican chocolate and
gingersnap molasses ice cream
with hot fudge and mini-m&m's - was outstanding!)

Our Economic Development team challenged the Mayor's Office to celebrate
ice cream all across our city. Together, we've been making our way through
Newton's nine ice cream and frozen yogurt shops, meeting the owners,
thanking the staff, and, of course, sampling the goods.

Join us on the Newton Ice Cream Trail:

Cabot’s
743 Washington Street
Newtonville

Hilliards
1 Chestnut Street
West Newton

JP Licks
46 Langley Road



https://budget.digital.mass.gov/summary/fy27/outside-section/section-47-housing-production-variance-standard-reform/

Newton Centre

Little Luke’s Café
1225 Chestnut Street
Upper Falls

New City Microcreamery
19 Commonwealth Avenue
Chestnut Hill

Rancatore’s
333 Walnut Street
Newtonville

Wally’s Wicked Good Ice Cream
419 Lexington Street
Auburndale

Yogurt Beach
665 Watertown Street
Newtonville

Van Leeuwen Ice Cream
55 Boylston Street
Chestnut Hill

Click here for a map of the Newton Ice Cream Trall.
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Making Sure Everyone Has a Meal

If you've spent any time at Newton Parks & Recreation summer camp,
Albemarle Acres, over the past quarter century, chances are you've met —
and experienced—the kindness and dedication of Channon Ames.

Channon has helped create memories for thousands of campers and for kids
and adults year-round, leading programs that span from badminton and
orienteering to mosaic making.

(Photo: Senior
Recreation Manager
Channon Ames with
campers this morning at
the Shared Table at
Newton Park &
Recreation Albemarle
Acres summer camp.)

Through it all, she's
always been focused on
something even more
important: making sure
every child feels they belong.

Working closely with the Park & Recreation’s camp scholarship program,
Channon knows firsthand that there are Newton families who don’t have the
means that other families may have.

“And I've been seeing children who had been returning year after year reach
a point where camp was simply no longer affordable,” she said.

Rather than accept that reality, she decided to try and do what she could to
help.

This winter, Channon worked with Newton Public Schools and Newton
Health and Human Services to create a free breakfast and lunch program for
all the campers, CITs and staff at Albemarle Acres. The meals are prepared
by Chartwells, NPS's food service provider, and paid for through a grant from
the state Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. This week an
average of 30 people ate a free breakfast at camp, and 60 ate lunch.

Another important piece of the equation for Channon was that with all the
food available, none of it went to waste.

So, she also introduced a Shared Table. Unopened food items and whole
fruits that might otherwise be tossed in the trash can be put on the table for
another person to enjoy during meal or snack time. Last week 382 food
items including a lot of apples, milk, string cheese, goldfish, pretzels, and
cereal boxes were shared on the table with the string cheese and cereal
boxes getting scooped up the fastest.

"It's so fun to watch the kids get excited about putting things on the table for
others and learning to look out for one another,” Channon said.




Food on the Sharing Table that's left at the end of the day is taken to the
Newton Community Freedge.

Channon is working on ways to expand the free meals to more Parks &
Recreation summer programs next summer.

"I've seen how grateful families are, and | am passionate about doing
everything | can to help,” she said.
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Celebrating Disability Pride

July is National Disability Pride Month and
we’re celebrating at the Cooper Center this
Sunday, July 19, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The Commission on Disability,
Understanding Our Differences, and the
Newton Free Library have a full program
planned for all ages including games, live
jazz, food provided by Wegman’s, and
information about community resources.

There’s also a very cool community art

project. Help artist Bill Porter create a Disability Pride quilt by making your
own square to be included in the final project. Quilt supplies will be available
in the main event space, and in the sensory friendly room on the second
floor of the Cooper Center. The quilt will be put together and presented to the
community at 3:30 p.m. at the event.

Looking for Flooring?

Newton'’s Director of Older Adult Services Mignonne Murray relayed a great
story from the Cooper Center to us this week.

A couple stopped by the Cooper Café with a flooring sample in hand,
carefully comparing it to the building's floor to see if they'd found the perfect
match for their own home.

After a quick introduction, Mignonne and the Cooper staff promised to help
track down the flooring details for them.

It was a great reminder of what the Cooper Center has become. Yes, we're a
senior center. But it's also a café, a library, a gym, a community hub, a place
to meet friends, escape the heat, read a book, shoot a game of pool... and,
apparently, a flooring showroom.



https://newtonfoodpantry.org/get-involved/newton-freedge/

With an average of 5,700 visitors a month and growing - 11,000 in May and
13,000 in June — it's exactly the kind of welcoming community space it was
built to become.

See you around the city,

Mayor Marc

Speaking at the United Nations

One of the best parts about being at City Hall
is getting to work with talented people who
bring fresh ideas and a commitment to public
service.

This summer, we've been fortunate to have
Artemis Huang, a graduate student at Harvard
Kennedy School, interning in our office with
the Economic Development team.

This past Tuesday, Artemis represented that
spirit on the global stage, speaking at the
United Nations as part of the "From Digital
Shadows to Structural Power: Youth-led Al Governance" discussion, a side
event of the 2026 United Nations High-Level Political Forum. Drawing on her
work at the intersection of Al research, developmental science, education,
and public policy, Artemis spoke about why responsible Al governance must
go beyond technical performance to embrace participatory design,
accountability, strong institutions, and respect for human dignity.

Congratulations, Artemis. We're proud to have you as part of the Mayor's
Office this summer, and we can't wait to see where your talent, curiosity, and
dedication take you next.

Happening This Weekend:

* This Friday, July 17, at The Hyde in Newton

*

*

Highlands, The Ivory Rockers take the stage
2 THE HYDE for an interactive rock_ and roI’I show. from 6 to
o HeartOFTHE 8 p.m., followed by this week’s movie, The
AT==B  HIGHLANDS  Princess Bride.

Enjoy free Saturdays through August at the West Suburban YMCA's two
locations at 276 Church Street and 135 Wells Avenue. No membership is
required to enjoy the pool, indoor basketball courts, state of the art fitness
centers, pickleball and more. Click here for more information.
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PERFORMANGCES INTHE PARK This Sunday”s Summer Performances in
NEWTON CENTRE BOWL the Park at the Newton Centre Bowl off Tyler
SUNDAYS 6-7:30 PM Terrace features the Tom Petty tribute band,
Petty Larceny Band. The music begins at 6
p.m.

And Coming Soon:

THE SC:= P Join the City of Newton Sustainability Team, Green
#N S*LAR Newton, and local solar experts at the Newton Free
ENERGY E | Library on Monday, July 20, at 7 p.m. and get the

scoop on solar energy. Enjoy ice cream and a
conversation about solar power, energy efficiency,
and practical ways to reduce energy costs and
environmental impacts. Registration is encouraged,
and you'll get a reminder if you sign up here.
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The 9" Annual Schultz Family Kids
Triathlon at Newton North High School is
E S _ § Thursday, July 23. The event welcomes kids
TRIATHLON 1 ages 6-13 and includes an adaptive division
| for children with disabilities. The event is
produced by Newton Parks & Recreation
Department and is made possible by Newton
Athletes Unlimited. Click here to register or call 617-796-1527 with any
guestions. (The race is capped at 250 triathletes and sells out each year.)
The race honors the memory of triathlete and rock-star dad, David Schultz,
who leaves a legacy of promoting youth fitness, inclusion, and community
spirit.

The Newton Parks & Recreation Department has a new, free summer
program: Picnic and Play in the Park, located at the Lincoln-Eliot School,
150 Jackson Road. The summer drop-in program for families with children
(18 and younger) will provides a variety of activities each day including field
games and sports, art, STEM, storytime and more. The program runs
through August 14 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Click here for more
information.
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PICNIC & PLAY

IN THE PARK

WEEKDAYS JULY 6 - AUGUST 14, 2026
10:30 AM TO 12:30 PM,
OUTDOORS AT LINCOLN-ELIOT SCHOOL

R Newton Theatre Kids has a new class: the Newton
HELLO Theatre Kids Troupe! designed exclusively for
DOLLY! NPS students entering 4th and 5th grade with a

strong interest in acting and singing. The class will

culminate in a final performance of Hello Dolly! The
class runs on Wednesdays from 1:30 to 3 p.m. from Sept. 9 through Dec. 9.
Click here for more information.

Join the Newton Police at National Night Out on Tuesday,
Aug. 4, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Captain Ryan Park next to
Police Headquarters in West Newton Square. Come and
8.4.2026 meet our local police officers, enjoy Live music, games,

LIVE MUSIC . FOOD. GAMES

S food, touch-a-truck, and more from 5 to 8 p.m.

Captain John Ryan Park

Washington Street at
Cherry Street,
West Newton
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