Newton Update
Mayor Marc Laredo

Wednesday, July 1, 2026

(Photo: The water is clear, and Crystal Lake will be open for swimming
tomorrow morning on its regular weekday schedule, 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.)

Dear Friends,

We just received the results of the second water test from Crystal Lake - the
levels are safe and the beach will reopen tomorrow morning at 9:30 a.m. with
waived fees through Sunday, when the heat wave is expected to be over.

A huge thank you to Parks & Recreation Deputy Commissioner Mark Kelly
who yesterday drove to the testing lab in Connecticut to pick up testing
materials, and to Commissioner Marc Welch who delivered the samples to
the lab today to expedite this process.

As we head into the long holiday weekend with an extreme heat advisory in
place, we're taking steps to make sure everyone has a place to stay cool:

o The Cooper Center will be open on Friday and Saturday. The building
is air conditioned and anyone looking for a cool spot is welcome on



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZJOc6vxpSx/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZJOc6vxpSx/

Friday, July 3 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Saturday, July 4 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. (The Cooper Center will also be open during its regular
hours on Thursday, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.)

o The Gath Pool Complex is open, and admission is free for all Newton
residents on Thursday and Friday. As always, the pool will be closed on
July 4 because of the fireworks celebration that evening at Albemarle
Field.

o The Upper Falls Splash Park is open, and all the features will be
spraying all weekend. Northland is working to permanently repair the
malfunctioning features that are still under warranty. In the meantime,
Parks & Recreation will have someone at the park to make sure
everything is working well from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. all weekend.

The weather will be hot, let's take it easy and still enjoy all the July 4
activities planned in our city - especially the fireworks on Saturday night!

See you there!
In this Update I'll focus on:

e July 4 Festivities

» Village Movie Nights
Celebrating America's 250th

Kid’s Morning

Start the day at 10 a.m. with a CITY OF NEWTON PRES
variety of creative activities — and
Cabot’s ice cream - at Kid’s Morning
at the Newton Centre Bowl at the
open park space in Newton Centre
down the hill from the hut at 69
Tyler Terrace. (Note, Tyler Terrace
will be closed to traffic from 9:30

a.m. to 12:30 p.m.)

Wear your red, white, and blue,
decorate your bike or scooter, and join the patriotic parade. Pets are also
welcome in the parade.

Get creative in the arts and crafts tent, and have your photo taken with
Betsey Ross and Abigail Adams at an interactive presentation with Historic
Newton.

Live Music, Food, Rides, Open Air Market at Albemarle Field

The festivities move to Albemarle Field at 1 p.m. with carnival rides and
games, more than 40 exhibitors at the Open-Air Market, and 15 international
food vendors selling a variety of food.




250 Years of American Popular Music and Fireworks

The Bo & Bill Winiker Band will begin the musical celebration at 6 p.m. with
music from 1776 to 2026.

The music and dancing will continue until 9 p.m. when the annual fireworks
spectacular will light up the sky.

Click here for more details, and check the website for any weather-related
schedule changes.

Introducing Village Movie Nights!

Bring a folding chair or a blanket and enjoy a free movie under the stars with
your neighbors in villages across Newton on Thursday evenings this
summer.

We’'re collaborating with the West Newton Cinema for Village Movie Nights,
six weeks of classics for all ages screened in parks and playgrounds,
debuting on Thursday, July 16, with Top Gun at the Emerson Playground in
Upper Falls.

Film critic Ty Burr will be on hand to introduce many of the films.
From the animated Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs to a Mamma Mia

sing-along with a guest pianist playing on one of the Artful Pianos in West
Newton, there's something for everyone:

FiELDoE DREAMS

Top Gun
Thursday, July 16



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/parks-recreation-culture/cultural-development/events-fairs-and-festivals/july-4th

Emerson Playground, Upper Falls

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington
Thursday, July 23
Hamilton Field, Lower Falls

Mamma Mia
Thursday, July 30
Captain Ryan Park, West Newton

Field of Dreams
Thursday, Aug. 6
Charles River Campus of UMass, Oak Hill Park

Rudy
Thursday, Aug. 13
Pellegrini Park, Nonantum

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs
Thursday, Aug. 20
Auburndale Cove, Auburndale

There are indoor facilities available at each location in case of rain.

West Newton Cinema will be selling its famous popcorn and other snacks at
each movie.

_& Spotlight On

Kudos to the Street Team

Our DPW Streets Division
employees spend their days
doing hard, physical work.

Three team members were
recently singled out by one
of our residents for their
work.

(Photo: From left, John
Manning, Jeff Eccles on the
roller, and Marcello
Mastroianni)

Foreman Jeff Eccles, Marcello Mastroianni, and John Manning install new
sidewalks, rebuild curbs that have weathered decades of New England




seasons, and repair the cracks and bumps that quietly drive us crazy.

During winter storms, they climb into plows and clear our streets, parking
lots, and sidewalks.

And, when a resident puts a request into 311 about a broken curb, uneven
pavement, a pothole, or other issue, Jeff, Marcello and John are often the
people who answer the call. Wearing their fluorescent vests, carrying their
hand tools and driving heavy equipment to pave or plow, they are making a
difference in our city.

And they’re doing it with smiles on their faces.
On Monday, we received an email from a resident who encountered the
three while visiting his sister on Bellevue Street where they were putting in a

new sidewalk.

Here’s how he described them, “The crew was very friendly and set a great
example of what we need in our city workers!”

DPW Commissioner Shawna Sullivan isn’t surprised these are the men who
inspired the fan mail, and is quick to point out it could have been any of the
Street Team.

“They’re great guys, and great representatives of our department,” she said.

Jeff, Marcello, and John — I'm grateful for the job you do and for the way you
do it. Thank you for helping us build a better community by making the paths
that connect neighbor to neighbor smoother.

DID YOU L4 [0} s

Newton in 1776

Newton may have been a rural community
in the years leading up to the American
Revolution, but its proximity to Boston and
the more established towns of Cambridge
and Watertown kept residents closely
connected to the political currents of the
day.

In June 1776, the town voted unanimously
to support the struggle for independence
with “their lives and fortunes” should the
Continental Congress decide to separate from Britain.

As we enter the 250t anniversary weekend of America’s independence, it is
fitting to note that in July of 1776, the newly written Declaration of




Independence was read aloud to Newton residents at the First Church
meetinghouse, which stood on what is now Centre Street at its intersection
with Cotton Street.

The Declaration of Independence will be read aloud in our city again on

Wednesday, July 8 to commemorate America’s 2501, State Rep. Amy
Sangiolo and Newton’s State House delegation will bring a framed copy of
the Declaration to display during the reading which starts at 10 a.m. in the
City Hall War Memorial.

To learn more about Newton’s role in the Revolution — including the fact that
the town sent approximately 430 soldiers to serve, nearly one-third of its
population at the time — and to discover the stories of other notable
residents from the era, click here. Thank you to Museum Assistant Allegra
Davis of Historic Newton for her research.
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See You at the Cooper Center MAYOR MARC'S
I'm serious about wanting to hear from all of SUMMER
you, so we've planned a summer of informal MEET-UPS

"meet-ups" across the city over the next
several weeks.
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Next on the summer schedule is Thursday,
July 9 at the Cooper Center. Come on over at
1 p.m., check out the new facility if you haven't
already seen it, and let me know what's on your mind, ask me a question
that's been bugging you, or just say hello.

Can't make it on July 9th? Come to the Popsicle Pool Party at the Gath Pool
Complex on Monday, July 13 from 1 to 5 p.m.

Click here for the full schedule.

Happy 4th!

Mayor Marc

N ewton Evers.oyrce just announceq its Basic Service
POWE RCH@ICE electricity prices for the period from August 1,
2026 to January 31, 2027. As always,
Eversource’s Basic Service prices change every

six months and are for power only, i.e., the electricity supply portion of the
electricity bill.
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» For residential customers in eastern Massachusetts, the new
Eversource Basic Service price for the next six months (starting August
1) is 17.32 cents/kWh.

o For small business customers in eastern Massachusetts, the new
Eversource Basic Service price for that same period is 16.76
cents/kWh.

The Newton Power Choice price, available to both residential and small
business customers, is much lower than Eversource’s Basic Service
prices, at 13.990 cents/kWh. The Newton Power Choice price is fixed for a
two-year period, from January 2026 to January 2028, providing a long-term,
stable electric supply price.

Click here for more information.

Free summer Saturdays are back starting in
July and August at the West Suburban
YMCA's two locations at 276 Church Street
+ and 135 Wells Avenue. No membership is
T e  required to enjoy the pool, indoor basketball
courts, state of the art fithess centers,
pickleball and more. Click here for more information.
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ﬁ Enjoy another epic Cooper deck party on Monday,
— July 6 from 3 to 4 p.m. Enjoy music from the Bo and
Bill Winiker Band and enjoy ice cream from Cabot’s. A
dairy-free flavor will be available.

Performances in the Park are back! For
PERFORMANCES IN THE PARK iy sndays—from July 5 through August
NEWTON CENTRE BOWL .

SUNDAYS 6-7:30 PM 9—join us at the Newton Centre Bowl for
great music and community. All concerts
run from 6 to 7:30. Bring a blanket or

folding chair, a picnic dinner, and enjoy. The first concert is Class6, a rock

band bringing hits from the 60s to 2000s.

The Bowl is located adjacent to the Newton Centre playground, down the hill
from the hut (69 Tyler Terrace), and in the back of Mason-Rice school. Click
here for more information and the full schedule of concerts.

The Newton Parks & Recreation Department has a new, free summer

program: Picnic and Play in the Park, located at the Lincoln-Eliot School,
150 Jackson Road. The summer drop-in program for families with children
(18 and younger) will provide a variety of activities each day including field
games and sports, art, STEM, storytime and more. The program runs from



https://www.masspowerchoice.com/newton
https://wsymca.org/events/free-summer-saturdays-west-suburban-ymca

EWION here for more information.

Parks & Recreation

rv/"\r 28y July 6 to August 14 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Click

PICNIC & PLAY
IN THE PARK

WEEKDAYS JULY 6 - AUGUST 14, 2026
10:30 AM TO 12:30 PM,
OUTDOORS AT LINCOLN-ELIOT SCHOOL

The all-new, 2026 edition of the Newton Conservators Trail
Guide is now available with information about 28 trails and
open spaces sites in and around Newton. The guide is
available online or for purchase at Newtonville Books in
Newton Centre. Click here for more information.

©ee

NEWTON
CONSERVATORS

City of Newton | 1000 Commonwealth Avenue | Newton, MA 02459 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

¢ Constant
Contact

Try email & social marketing for freel


https://newtonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30657
https://newtonconservators.org/new-edition-of-conservators-trail-guide/
https://www.facebook.com/MayorLaredo/
https://www.facebook.com/MayorLaredo/
https://www.instagram.com/newtonmayormarc#
https://www.instagram.com/newtonmayormarc#
https://x.com/NewtonMAMayor
https://x.com/NewtonMAMayor
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=d95d1b5b-d656-4bea-89ba-46256f58bb55
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=d95d1b5b-d656-4bea-89ba-46256f58bb55

