100 Grove Street, Suite 203

Eco Tec, Inc. Worcester, MA 01605-2629

508-752-9666
To: Newton Conservation Commission Date: July 10, 2026
Via Email to Conservation Staff
Re: Restoration Narrative for Bordering
Bryan and Abby Blake, Trustees of the Blake Vegetated Wetlands and 100’ Buffer Zone
Family Realty Trust, Owner of 160 at 326-358 Fuller Street (Brae Burn
Dartmouth Street Country Club) South of 160 Dartmouth
Jayana McGuire, Hawk Design Street, Newton, Massachusetts
Jason Nill, General Manager, Brae Burn
Country Club

From:  John P. Rockwood, Ph.D., SPWS

This narrative has been prepared at the request of Bryan and Abby Blake to address an encroachment on the
Brae Burn Country Club (“Club”) property to the south of 160 Dartmouth Street. The Club conducted a survey
of its property boundary in 2022 to evaluate the presence of perimeter encroachments and address property
line issues with abutters. The Club identifies encroachments as property ownership changes and/or when
projects are proposed on such abutting properties. Based upon aerial photographic interpretation, the area
was cleared of woody vegetation and converted to lawn between 2020 and 2021, presumably by the owner of
160 Dartmouth Street at that time. The area has been maintained as lawn since that time. The Blake Family
Realty Trust has owned 160 Dartmouth Street since June 15, 2022. The Blake’s are proposing to restore this
area to a natural wooded/thicket community at their own expense to remedy the encroachment and to address
the unpermitted Bordering Vegetated Wetlands/Buffer Zone alterations.

With the permission of the Club and approval of the Conservation Commission, it is hoped that the
encroachment can be remedied and the affected Bordering Vegetated Wetlands and Buffer Zone restored
under a “Friendly” Enforcement Order. This mechanism would allow the restoration of the area within
Conservation Commission jurisdiction without affecting the chain of title for the Club. With proper supervision
and oversight, this mechanism will provide adequate protections for the work to restore the affected resource
area and Buffer Zone and the interests that they serve to protect.

EcoTec, Inc. (“EcoTec”) was retained by the Blake’s to evaluate the extent and nature of the encroachment.
On May 18, 2026, John P. Rockwood, Ph.D., SPWS of EcoTec conducted a site visit. The area to the rear of
the 160 Dartmouth Street property had been cleared of woody vegetation (i.e., deciduous forest and wetland
thicket based on 2019 aerial photograph), loamy top soil placed in the wetland, and the area converted to
lawn. The soils within the established and maintained lawn were evaluated; soils with hydric characteristics
were observed in the eastern and southeastern portions of the area; soils lacking hydric characteristics were
observed in the western and southwestern portions of the area; and 6 to 8” of loamy top soil fill was noted
within the filled wetland with less noted within the Buffer Zone. Given that the vegetation is altered (i.e., mowed
lawn), the wetland boundary in this area was delineated based upon the extent of soils with hydric
characteristics with blue ground flags labeled Z1 to Z9. To accurately determine the area of encroachment,
instead of relying upon aerial photographic interpretation of the tree line, EcoTec placed blue/white striped
flags (i.e., L-series flags) at the edge of the lawn at the edge of the encroachment. These flags are shown on
the Restoration Plan (i.e., Brae Burn Country Club Encroachment Restoration Plan, prepared by Hawk Design,
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Inc., dated July 14, 2026, signed and stamped by Thomas E. Miner, RLA). Based upon these flags, the total
area of encroachment is 5,270+ square feet with 2,340+ square feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands
alteration and/or fill and 2,930+ square feet of Buffer Zone alteration.

This Restoration Narrative is intended to be used with the Restoration Plan to renaturalize the affected Club
property via the removal of the sod and underlying loamy fill followed by the establishment of hydrologically
appropriate woody plantings and seeding to set the areas on trajectories toward upland forest and wetland
forest/thicket communities, respectively. In short, following the placement of an erosion control barrier at the
limit of alteration, the sod and fill will be removed to the original soil surface using an excavator with a toothless
bucket. The excavation work will be closely supervised by a qualified wetland scientist. The intent is to remove
as much of the loamy fill as possible without over-excavation leaving the surface in the area slightly irregular
rather than perfectly smooth. The excavated sod and soil will be removed through the 160 Dartmouth Street
property using the access route shown on the Restoration Plan. (The access route and the 25’ Buffer Zone on
the 160 Dartmouth Street property will be repaired and restored as described in the Notice of Intent for 160
Dartmouth Street submitted concurrently with this request.) The Restoration Area will be monitored in the fall
for two growing seasons following the establishment of the plantings; 85% survival in the sapling and shrub
layers and 75% overall cover in the Restoration Area is the threshold for success. Upon successful completion
of the monitoring, the Club will be notified and a request to rescind the Enforcement Order will be submitted to
the Commission.

The protocol for this work is as follows:

1. The Property Owner will contact Dig Safe and get the properties cleared for excavation well in advance of
the start date. Work will be limited to the Club property with access provided across 160 Dartmouth Street.

2. Erosion Control/Tree Protection: A 12" diameter compost sock will be installed along the eastern,
southern, and western limit of work immediately outside of the limit of alteration. Tree protection would
consist of a 4" high orange construction fence installed on stakes immediately on the Club side of the
compost sock. The qualified wetland scientist will supervise work carefully while excavation is occurring
proximate to the trees to avoid trunk and root damage. No work will occur on the Club side of the erosion
control barrier. The proposed compost sock (and conterminous orange construction fence) location is
shown on the Restoration Plan.

3. Excavation and Grading Supervision: All grading activity proposed in the Restoration Area will be
conducted under the direct supervision of the qualified wetland scientist. The Club and Conservation Staff
will be notified of the start date of excavation activities.

4. Access/Egress: The Restoration Area will be accessed via the path shown on the Restoration Plan. Steel
plates, plywood, mulch, and/or crushed stone, which will be removed after work is completed, may be
used to stabilize the access path as needed. Any materials tracked to Dartmouth Street will be removed by
sweeping at the end of each work day and whenever necessary.

5. Inlet Protection: Two catch basins on Dartmouth Street near the site driveway will be protected with inlet
protection.



Restoration Narrative
July 10, 2026
Page 3.

6. Temporary soil stockpiles: Stockpile areas will be established within the Restoration Area to allow for
the movement of the removed top soil from the Restoration Area for disposal.

7. Excavation work would proceed across the Restoration Area until the area has been brought to the original
soil grades. A post-excavation survey of the area is not necessary as no floodplain fill occurred. Any debris
or other materials removed from the area will be disposed of off-site. The Club and Conservation Staff will
be notified that the restoration grading goals have been met.

8. Once top soil removal has been completed, the Restoration Area will be planted and subsequently seeded
with the materials identified in the table below and shown on the Restoration Plan.

Plant List for Restoration of Country Club Land to the South of 160 Dartmouth Street, Newton (5,270 sf)

Stratum; Species; Size; Spacing (Deciduous Canopy 1-1.5” caliper; Buffer Zone (2,930 sf) Wetland (2,340 sf)
Deciduous Understory 0.75-1” caliper (u); Evergreen 6-7’ height; 15’ on- Number Number
center spacing for numbers; cluster per hydrology: * prefer wetter habit)
Saplings 13 9
Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus) 3
Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) 3
Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor) * 1
Red Maple (Acer rubrum) * 3
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) 2
Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) u* 1
River Birch (Betula nigra) u* 2
Black Cherry (Prunus serotina) u 2
Atlantic White Cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides) * 2
White Spruce (Picea glauca) 3
60 50
Shrubs (3-4’ height; robust; 7’ on-center spacing for numbers;
shrub clusters with openings)
Common Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) * 5
Common Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis) * 5
Silky Dogwood (Cornus amomum) * 10
Red-osier Dogwood (Cornus sericea) * 5
Gray Dogwood (Cornus racemosa) 10
Common Winterberry (llex verticillata) * 10
Inkberry (llex glabra) 10
Highbush Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) * 5
Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis) 5 5
Sweet Pepper-bush (Clethra alnifolia) 5 5
Northern Bayberry (Myrica or Morella pensylvanica) 10
Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia) 5
American Cranberrybush (Viburnum trilobum) 10
Maple Leaf Viburnum (Viburnum acerifolium) 5
Herbaceous (Seed between the woody plantings)
New England Warm Season Grass Mix 1 Pound
New England Conservation/Wildlife Mix 1 Pound 1 Pound
New England Wetmix 1 Pound
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Plant substitutions are subject to approval by Conservation Staff; plants must be natives; cultivars and
varietals will not be accepted. The approximate locations of these saplings are shown on the Restoration
Plan with final location subject to the discretion of the landscape architect and qualified wetland scientist
based upon observed site conditions. These will be planted in accordance with current landscaping
practices with excess soil removed from the area. The plantings will be mulched with salt marsh hay and
watered in well during and after planting. Once the woody materials have been installed and mulched, the
areas will be seeded with the seed mixes specified in the above table; seed may be ordered from New
England Wetland Plants at 413-548-8000; seed specifications are available at https://newp.com/seed-
mixes/; there is adequate seed mix specified to re-seed any bare areas.

The area will be watered after seeding and periodically after seeding through the fall. While there is some
overlap amongst these seed mixes, these seed mixes include a variety of grasses, sedges, rushes, and
forbs and will, in conjunction with the proposed woody plantings, provide for erosion control, stability, and
herbaceous and woody habitat as the vegetation within the area develops.

A completion report will be provided to Commission Staff once the restoration work including planting and
seeding has been completed.

The Restoration Area will be monitored in the fall for two growing seasons following the establishment of
the plantings; 85% survival in the sapling and shrub layers and 75% overall cover in the Restoration Area
is the threshold for success. If planting occurs in Fall 2026, the area would be monitored in Fall 2027 and
Fall 2028 with reports submitted to the Club and Commission annually. Invasives documented in the
Restoration Area during monitoring will be pulled. Recommendations to bring the area into compliance
with the Restoration Narrative and Restoration Plan will be included in each letter. Upon successful
completion of the monitoring, the Club will be notified and a request to rescind the Enforcement Order will
be submitted to the Commission.

EcoTec hopes that you find this information helpful. We look forward to meeting with the Commission at
the next public meeting on July 30, 2026. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any
time at jrockwood@ecotecinc.com or 508-752-9666 ext. 225.
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