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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: July 23, 2026
DATE: June 14, 2026
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Kimberly Rose Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner
Meeting Link: https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/86813859053

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed
and the application process, which may be useful in their review and decision-making process of the
Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC
can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Applications

130 Beacon Street- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/929706

Date Built: 1891

Applicant: Liz Forester

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The dwelling is a Colonial Revival built in 1924 by architect S. S. Eisenberg. The building spans five bays
and is two-and-a-half stories high. Additionally, it features a single bay, two-story wing on the leftand a
single story enclosed sun porch on the right. The property the house was constructed on once belonged
to the Lee family, but was not developed until a building permit was filed for Mr. and Mrs. David A
Chapman in 1924. On the building permit the architect was listed as S. S. Eisenberg and the builder as
John P. Curley.

PROPOSED WORK:

The applicantis requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace windows, and light fixtures. On the
main fagade facing Beacon Street, the proposed changes are updating lighting, and replacing the
windows. On the east elevation, the proposal includes replacing the windows and the garage entry door.
On the rear (south) elevation, the proposalis to replace the windows, add new lighting fixtures and
replace the existing fixtures to maintain consistency. Finally, the changes to the west elevation are to
place windows in door openings and fill in the remainder of the door opening.

Note: In-kind work and basic maintenance as follows will be issued a staff approval: gutters and
downspouts, dormer copper seam repairs, repointing of brick, replacement of damaged slate
shingles, matching trim where damaged, roof membrane punctures repair, repair to guardrail,
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repair to existing entry railings, repointing of brick risers, in-kind replacement of broken blue-stone
treads, repointing of chimney, chimney flashing repairs, and roof to wall flashing resealing.

Note: Work not reviewable by the Commission is the area of driveway paving since it is not visible
from the public way.

25 Old England Road- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/933943

Date Built: 1988

Applicant: Jessica Mayancela Guaman

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Architect Stanley Myers designed the 1988 house with the attached two-car garage for Ronna and
Michael Benjamin. Myers also designed the rear deck and screened porch which were built in 1989 and
1996, respectively. Stanley Myers was an influential Modernist architect who designed numerous homes
in and around Boston from the 1950s to early 2000s. In Newton, his designs can be seen in the 1950s
Valley Spring Road-Dorr Road subdivision (3, 6, 11, 12, 18, 23, 26, 30 Valley Spring Road and 18, 24, 25
Dorr Road) and his own home at 21 Manet Circle. Myers’ work from the 1950s and 1960s was exhibited at
the Boston Society of Architects in 2014.

PROPOSED WORK:
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the existing vertical wood siding
with horizontal Hardie Plank siding.

101 Old Orchard Road- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness
Application Link: https:/newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/931216

Date Built: 1928

Applicant: Steven Overstreet

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The 1928 Colonial Revival house was designed by Ernest A. Snow for Winslow Sears and then sold to Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Angier. Mr. Angier worked for his father, George Angier, who was the president of Angier
Chemical Company in Allston. Ernest A. Snow also designed and built 109 and 119 Old Orchard Road
and 6 Lee Road.

PROPOSED WORK:

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a prefabricated shed towards the
rear of the property, extend one section of existing fence along the driveway to fill a void, install granite
curbing at driveway entrance and garage with a chip-seal driveway, and install emergency egress window
well. The shed features a curved copper roof with copper finials. It features French doors with adjacent
full-length windows. The side elevations feature ovular windows. The proposed location of the shed is
minimally visible and would be screened by existing vegetation. On the left side of the driveway is a four-
foot wood fence with a two-foot lattice top which terminates leaving a void before the vegetation. The
proposal is to match the existing fence and extend to fill the remaining void. Finally, the proposalis to
repave the existing driveway which is concrete in chip and seal pavement and lay aprons at the entrance
of the driveway and at the garage entrance of the driveway.

NOTE: The generator is not visible from the road and an Certificate of Non-Applicability has been issued.

30 Kingsbury Road- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness
Application Link: https:/newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/931216

Date Built: 1928

Applicant: Steven Overstreet
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Built on a rubblestone foundation, the two-story dwelling with a gambrel roof exhibits Queen Anne
characteristics. The plan is unique with a central two-story projecting polygonal bay with the entrance
door set on a diagonal in the corner formed by the main mass and bay. Other elements are oriels and
dormers, the Palladian window, and short columns on the front porch. The main gambrel roof block with
front projecting bay also has a two-story side ell, two-story rear ell, and a greenhouse projecting from the
Suffolk Road gable end. The house was built in 1891 as one of the earliest subdivisions of Isaac
Kingsbury’s land.

PROPOSED WORK:

The applicantis requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install four HYAC condenser units, to be
screened by vegetation, and install white vents as indicated in the application. The vents are
concentrated on the least visible elevation behind the garage.

Administrative Discussion
Minutes: Minutes for approval.
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